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| Aleminder Williams, Eſq; 


Reverend Thomas Wilſon, D. D. 1 
ſtraw. 
Mr. William Wilſon, Bockſeller. 


Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; * General, 
two Sets. 


Miſs Wolfe. 
Peter Wybrants, Eſq; 
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Right Honourable Barry Yelverton, Lord 


Chief Baron of the Court of Exche- 
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Reverend Matthew Young, D. D. 4 T. C. D. 
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Da Thomas Leland” was. els Tin 
Dublin, A. D. 17247 of- parents wo thy 
and repeQable, but! not opulent « or lk 
ed: à circumftane ee Which, for his — 
85 not at = for ppreſſed ; not only be: 
cauſe*his merit and abilities alte ind 
qualified . in ſpite of this obſtruc- 
tion, to aſſociate With perſons of the firſt 
rank in his Yor © r be- 
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canſe it adds to the praiſe of that filial 
reſpect and tenderneſs of which he was 
ever a moſt amiable examples. He re- 
ceived the firſt rudiments)of 'a claflical 
education at the ſchool of Dr. Sheridan ; 
whoſe character and ſucceſs in forming 
excellent ſcholars are well known: and 
when Dr. n removed to Cavan, 
remained under the inſtruction of the 


Revere d John Magill; who, havigg been 


Dr. Winde alllſtant, contin ed his 
plan and methods. In 1737 he entered 


a Penſioner in Trinity-College, Dublin: 
in 1741 was elected Scholar of the 


Houſe :, commenced A. E B. in I in 1174255 (t 5 


as candidate NK Fel rh in 1045; 
when Mr, Boſwell, "who } hed horn, dur 
didate 1 he year mob Hy eas as cles e £995 
0 A. M. th Side nd in 
PAT 6, fitting 115 as candidate again, r 
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vnanimpuſly choſen a Fellow. The ex- 
tenſtye ſcurſe of ſtudy requiſite ſor ap- 
pearing to advantage on that very pub- 
lick cxamination, which is ſo much the 
boaſt of Dublin College, has been, by 
ſome ptejudiced or ignorant reaſoners, 
ſuppoſed to have a tendeney to over- 
ſtrain the faculties at an early ſeaſon of 
life, and to produce. a relaxation, and 
a diſpoſition to indolence, afterwards. 

Among the many laudable inſtances 
which refute the abſurd and invidious 
ſuggeſtion, Dr. Leland i dis 4 ſignal ohe. 
He immediately from the time 0 his 
election into a Fellowſhip, engaged and 
contigued in an ar dent purſ uit of know- 
ledge. ATbaugh he had given proof of 
a conſiderable proficiency in the mathe- 
matical parts of learning, vet moral rea- 
ſoning, hiſtory, and claſſical literature; 
were more agreeable to his turn of mind; 
To the ſtudies of ſcripture critically, and 
of theological, writings, preparatory to 
| cutoringizntobaly; vedery,. he was deter- 
5 an, 
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mined, as. much! by ineknatiohz 4s by 
the oath taken at admiflion to his Fell- 
ſhip; He not only purſued theſe! fire- 


_ 1748) 4 conſiderable portion of earlier 


deſtroyed; for there is no copy"of it to 
be found: it is only mentioned te thew 


nuouſly;” but added to them, previouſſy 
to his ordination, (which took place in 


eocleſiaſtical hiſtory,” and the attentive 
peruſal of ſome of the beſt antienitupo- 
logiſts. At this period of bis life he 
drew up a diſtourſe on © the help and 
« impediments to the aceuiſiom ef 


knowledge in religious and moral ſub- 


« Jes” This early efſay he probably 


how ſtrongly his mind was poſſeſſed with 
theſe ſubjects. But with all this he pre- 
ſerved an ardent” attention to eluſſieal 


literature;"ſo uſeful to tho dine, urid ſo 


requiſite ine member ef a ſcat of loarn- 
er 10 IT bitt ot S168 nr T1 om D 


11697" 5 824522! 1o 1h oft 301? oT 


"% 4" 


483 | Daw rations. ds 
not, at this time, ſtudied in Damen 


T 
2 
C* 


* 5 7 145 


i 


* 
a« © 


TR or n AUTHOR! WH 


lege as they deſerved. His juſt and manly 
taſte determined him to make them vety 
much the object of his attention. He 
read alſo with much care the antient 
maſters of rhetoric. A very accidental 
occaſion in the year 1740 firſt led him to 
attempt tranſlating ſome paſlages of the 


great, Athenian orator: When he. had 
once attempted. it, he continued it, as an 
uſeful exereiſe, rather than with any de- 
termination, for 4 long time at leaſt, of 


publiſhing. 11 is is probable he owed much 
of the powers of expreſſion and compo- 
ſition which he afterwards diſplayed; to 


yoo! Tu tranſla — this great mater of 


een. b | 
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publiſhed, at the deſire of the Univerfit ity, 


13tt 03 1 
Dr. 5250s e LY ras the moſt PER friend 
of Dr. Leland almoſt from his childhood : they had 
been ſchool-fellows, had ſtudied the fellowſhip courſe 


Vol. I. c together, 
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an edition of all the Philippic orations 

of Demoſthenes, with a latin verſion and 
N ; 44 1 * at] 3 


. mp 
* . 4 : 1 


e 
cee X 
. 
and obtained fellowſhips at the ſame time. His 
charafter is thus ars vn by one who knew bim well. 
Scrupulous i integrity, humble piety, benevolence even 
to” aching tenderneſs, great learning, clear judg- 
ment, and a well ſtored imagination, were in him 
veiled from general notice, partly hy a natural mo- 
deſty, even to baſhfulneſs, and a timidity of temper, 
and partly by a reſerve, the cffe@t of a retired, life: 
Fhits #tirement itſelf aroſe principally from infirm 
health, but in ſome meaſure alſo from a ſenſitiveneſs 
in morals and decorum bordering on exceſs, for be 
was 4d tremblingly alive ali over" to the pain arivng 
from being witneſs to any improgriety, gr even from 
the preſence of one of whoſe heart and princi 
he had an ill opinion. The offence he conceiy 
hurt only himſelf ; for he never hurt any other crea- 
e This tirhidity and delicacy” tinged even his 
compobtions, in which, amid the ſoundeſt ſenſe and 
ſtriteſt propriety, he ſeemed to forbid himſelf thofe 
bolder flights which generally approach to the con- 
fines of what ſevere judgment is apt to .conderpn. 
Too little | regarded. therefore, by the world, he, was 
at | Ley” = 
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notes; for the wſe of the Students. *s 
this no name was affixed. The Engliſh 
tranſlation of the ſame orations was the 
firſt work which Dr. Leland ventured to 
publifh with his name; and this was not 


until after long and "dares importü- 


nity of more than one cautious and 
modeſt, as well as judicious, friend. 
When at length he publiſhed it, in 1755, 
the ability with which, in the preface to 
that work, he had treated hiſtorical ſub- 
jects, was the occaſion of his being urged. 
by Lord Chattemont (whoſe friendſhip 


1 


to Him at that period be has acknow-" 


dtn erweisen Hof RE nr 


Au r 6e ard x ann ed id Ft 
feCtiiiate indulgence,” and amid whom he conveiſed 


union for life not r did death divide them long; the 1 


latter furtiving His friend only three years and! 
ſome months. Thoſe who" new Dr. John Stokes: 
will nes be difpleaſcd at this tribute to his memory. 


Te-others, the uncommonnely of the ebarrster may, 
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ledged with exultation and gratitude), to. 
undertake a. life of Philip, of Macedon. 


- The acuteneſs and accuracy wherewith 


„ 


be has colleQed the ſcattered materials J 
> art and judgment exerted in weaving | 
Sn into an uniform and pleaſing na- 


rative; : the Kilful ae of A cha- 


% © - « 


thoſe of. "his bero, .  (unhappily for 
mankind). too prevalent, in human < 
fairs, and therefore peculiarly entitled to 


obſervation ; the light he has thrown, 


upon. "of ;moſt e branes and. Poſt im- 


3 


the aſfiſtance he 22. given toward. more ; 
thoroughly underſtanding the nobleſt and, 
moſt perfect models of antient eloquence,: 


and receiving more delight and improve- 


ment from them; all there circhmftances 
render this Work higbly honourable | to 
his memory; and its reputation in other. 
reſpects among the learned; has ſeemed: 
to enereaſe with the ſenſe” of its -uſeful-" 
eſs, The firſt edition was printed in 
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1758. He was then D. D. 1 5 taken 
chat degree 1 in \ February, 15 57. 


| Apren the publication. of this wer 

be was employed for ſome in the tranſ- 
lation of other orations of Demoſthenes, | 
vis. the public ones, with the antagoniſt 
orations of Æſchines, againſt Cteliphon, 


and on the charge of corruption in the 


ambaſſy. Theſe were e 
2 


25 


© FA 
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1 HAVE b dealt to 1 that about 
this time, or not long after, he had con- 
ceived the idea of writing ſome part of 
the hiſtory of theſe countries; and at in- 
tervals had been reading the antient and 
original Engliſh hiſtorians. The hiftori- 
cal romance of Longſword Earl of Sax 
liſbury, which appeared in 1762, is ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed. to be his production: 
but though it be ſtrictly moral, and in- 
tended to conyey a valuable leſſon, — the 
6 * bleſſings of equal law and regular 0. 
8 « yernment,” 
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« vern ment,” yet he never formally 
avowed it. If it be pronounced his, it 
muſt be confidered as a Jen d*Efprit: 
and it could be demonſtrated that it muſt 
have coſt him very little time. It dif- 
plays powers of- fancy and imitation, 
ſome ſtrong moral painting, and a deep 
impreſſion of the manners of the fendal 

times. If this work ſeem not to accord 
with the more ſolid and inſtructive turn 
of his writings in general; it ſhould” be 
obſerved on the other fide, that his ta- 
lents were really various; and that in 
His hours of leiſure and amuſemoat he | 
diſplayed, in little occaſional eſſays com- 
municated to friends only, ſuch humour 
and imagination, as others would have 
been impatient of concealing from the 
public eye: particularly, in agreeableneſs 
of familier Leier writing be had few 
equals. ef 4 
Fun the TOY of « 8 wig 

liſh hiſtorians, * be way gradually led in 
: 2 pretty I 
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a pretty general acquaintance with an- 
tient Engliſh literature. When, by the 
bounty of the governors of the ſchools 
founded by Eraſmus Smith, Eſq; the en- 
dowment of the oratory profeſſorſhip 
in the Univerſity of Dublin had been 
augmented, and a new profeſlorſhip, 
that of modern hiſtory, founded, the 
latter would have been his choice: but 
his acknowledged abilities for filling the 


with equal propriety ſo: conſpicuous a 
ſtation, were. ſtrong motives with the 
board of ſenior fellows, and he was 
accordingly fixed in that chair, which 
he filled, with honour to himſelf and 
to the : Univerſity, upwards of eighteen 


* 1 nnn . 4 4% -* 1 4 0 . 3k # 6 . p # 
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| hvered by the profeſſor at the opening of 
every tetm, he bad begun an account of 


the -progreſs of Engliſh compoſition; 
when he was called off to the dofence of 
9988 8 ts | the | 
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the art he profeſſed. That very extra- 

ordinary man Biſhop Warburton had, in 
his Doctrine of Grace, been led to 
take notice of the arguments urged by 
the inſidel and the half infidel againſt the 
divine inſpiration of the writers of the 

New Teſtament, from their ſuppoſed 
Want of purity, elegance, &c. This 
wretched ſophiſtry he, according to his 
uſual dangerous practice, had oppoſed 
by paradox: and contended that the vin- 
dication of ſo. important a doarine re- 
quired ſuch aſſertions as theſe, (1) 
That the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
_ + writing in a language the knowledge 
of which had been miraculouſly in- 
*, fuſed, could be maſters of the words 
* only, and not of the idioms 3. and 
therefore muſt write barbarouſly.— 
(2) © That cloquence was not any real 


quality, but ſomething merely fantaſ- 
+. tical and arbitrary; an accidental abuſe 
of, human ſpeech. (3) That it had 
no end but to-deecive! by the -appear- 
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_ + ance of vehement inward perſuaſion, 
and to; pervert the judgment by in- 
flaming the paſſions.— And,; (4) as 
being a deviation from the principles 
of logie and metaphyſics, was fre- 
« quently] vicious, &c.' Dr. Leland 
thought it neceſſary, both to refute theſe 
ſtrange poſitions, and to ſhew how the 
ſtyle and language of the New Teſta- 
ment were defenſible without them. 
The ſubſtance of ſome lectures on theſe 
heads he publiſhed in 1764, under the 
title of * A Diſſertation on the princi- 
* ples of Human Eloquence; which was 
immediately encountered by ſome friend 
and admirer (we muſt ſuppoſe) of Biſhop 
Warburton, in * A Letter to the Rey. 
Pr. Leland; publiſhed without a name. 
This ſeems to have been the work of a 
ſubtle diſputant, practiſed i in the arts of 
polemic writing : but it was anſwered by 
Dr. Leland with ſuch force of argument, 
ſuch ſpirit, arid addreſs, as effectually 
ſilenced the N and gained our 
; profeſſor | 


xzlii LIFE or the AUTHOR. 


profeſſor the ſuffrage of the learned 
world in a very diſtinguiſhed. manner. 
There was not any of his writings which 
made him more the object of attention, 
and contributed more to raiſe his general 
character, than this nne 


Nor long after he was named one of 3 
the Chaplains to his Excellency Lord Viſ- 
count Townſhend, Lord Lieutenant of 

Ireland. This nobleman admired his ta- 
lents, and delighted in his converſation ; 
he is even ſaid to have expreſſed his regret 
that political intereſts and connections, 
the bane of every thing right and good, 
rendered it ſo difficult for a governor to 
ſhew attention to merit and ability like 
his. It was ſuppoſed, toward the end of 
Bis adminiſtration, when his eſteem of Dr. 
Leland had been heightened by a con- 
fiderable degree of intimacy, he had 
determined. to raiſe him to a, biſhopric, 
had one fallen vacant. As it happened, 
5 he obtained, during Lord Toyynſhend's 
7 9 no other preferment than 
7 the 
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thedral of St. Patrick, Dublin, which is 


'150l. but tenable with his Fellowſhip, 


gaged, his Hiſtory of Ireland, in three 
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the Prebend of Rathmichael in the Ca- 


united with the vicarage of Bray in the 
ſame dioceſe ; both together in value not 


and having a ſmall glebe houſe in a 
beautifully retired and romantic ſitua- 
tion, about ſeven miles from Dublia. 
To theſe he was collated in 1768. This 
retreat was often of great convenience 
to him in executing the moſt volu- 
minous work in which he had yet en- 


volumes quarto: in which he gave the 
fulleſt proof of accuracy, diſcernment } 
and impartiality, in animated and dig- | 
niſied expreſſion uniformly preſerved. It 
is a work that does honour to the country. 
which is its ſubject, and which produced 
the hiſtorian ; and redounds to the cre- 
dit of the latter ſtill more, in proportion 
as it is known from what baſe and 
ſcanty materials ſuch an edifice has den 
conſtructed: what the difficulty, no 

| onh : 
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only of tracing and examining the ori- 
ginal or authentic. accounts, and of ſe- 
lection amid monkiſh fable, wretched 
trifling, and barbarous i ignorance, but of 
aſcertaining the truth amid horrid miſ- 
repreſentation of hoſtile factions, great | 
on all ſides, though perhaps not on all 
ſides equaly enormous. The murmuts 
of violent party-men in oppoſite ex- 
tremes are the ſtrongeſt preſumptions of 
the writer's veracity, and ſuperiority to 
bigotry civil or religious * This, which 
was the laſt great work Dr. Leland en- 
paged in, was firſt e in 778. 


? 


o net thoſe ths know Wen of Dr. 
Leland farther than what might be col- 
lecded from the accounts hitherto given, 
| ſome would ſuppoſe, from the quantity 
he is Hg to Have read and I that 
AL This IP of his _ Was e not 
in bis writings but in his conduct, particu- 


: 4 72 in che intercourſe . he lived with eſti, 
* le men of f oppoſite denominations. . 
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they had been reading the liſe of a re- 
cluſe and abſtracted ſtudent; and others, 
that he had probably loſt ſight of his ſa- 
cred profeſſion (in a great degree at leaſt) 
amid ſuch a variety and extenſiveneſs 
of literary purſuits and objects: and 

each ſuppoſition would be wide of the 
truth. There were few men more active, 
more ſocial, or who converſed more 
with the world than he did. The num- 
ber of perſons eminent for rank, ab 
e was greater eee 
high rank, ſtation, or large fortune. In 
his excurſions to England he aſſociated 
with many of thoſe whoſe names will do 
honour to their age and country; and with 
ſome, of this deſeription he kept up a 
conſtant corteſpondence. His general 
knowledge of life and mannem, and ac- 
quaintanee with the human heart, were 
of eſſential ſervice toward his excelling 
in the character in which we are now 


__ twods coming 
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2 conſider _—_ that of a 


A. CHARACTER N attaining: 
whieh- his exertions were never intermitt- 
ed. For he was not one of thoſe © charch- 
men of whom the ſatyriſt complains, 
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Een at the deen nl. 
Polit re God's grace ta wit. 
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His: ods and earneſt application to 
ſtudies connected with religious and 
moral knowledge has been already men- 
tioned: and to the large fund early 
acquired he was continually, or fre- 
quently, making additions. In the De- 
iſtical conttoverſy, particularly. he wis 
eonſummately ned: and in "ſome of 
diences and occaſio — where ſuch Tit 
were proper for the pulpit, he has, in a 
mwmaſterly manner, refuted ſome of the 
1 - moſt” celebrated infidel arguments, juſt 
n | about 
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about the time of their firſt appearance, 
and before thoſe anſwers had come 
abroad that have been printed by others. 
There is reaſon to believe that he once 
had intentions of compleating an entire 
ſet of diſcourſes on the ſubjedt, but that 
he dropped the deſign. He ſtudied the 
eminent Engliſh divines and preachers 
largely and accurately; as appears from 
the critical accounts of their ſtyle and ge- 
nivs, their diſtinguiſhing excellencies and 
defects, which he has given, in thoſe 
hind him in manuſcript; ſeveral of 
which are particularly on the ſubje of 
pulpit - eloquence. His converſe with 
theſe and with other of the graver and 
elder writers, thoſe . wells of Bngliſh 
*- undefiled,” which modern indolence 
tt ere hats ere a 


adam amet att: 


2g ſey men had the talent of pronouncing with ſo 
much judgment, preciſion, and readineſs, on the 
* of 387 compolition be heard of read. | 


richneſs 


richneſs, and dignity to a ſtyle mod. in 


dered as indubitably the beſt preacher of 
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tranſlating, Demoſthenes * ee 
all a natural fervency of temper diffuſed 
an animating glow.. Thus endowed, he 


did not act as if the ſeribe infirufted. 
was not to bring forth from his. trea- 


© ſures.” Even when under no peculiar 
or local tie of duty, in the midſt of 
whatever other ſtudies or purſuits en- 
gaged him, he made it a part, at leaſt, 


of his moſt ſerious; employment, to de- 


any church preferment, he was conſi - 


his time and country. To which repu- 
tation, beſides the merit of his compo- 


ſitions, a delivery at once ſtrictiy proper 
and ſtrongly impaſſioned, muſt, have 
eas contributed. | FAME 
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70 theſe bee ee abilities vas; 
In ſome mhexfure,, owing, His removal to 
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the moſt conſpicnous clerical ſtation 
which he occupied. He had been in 
poſſeſſion of the prebend and vicarage 
before mentioned about five years, when 
Dr. Benjamin Domville, then Vicar of 

St. Anne's, Dublin, a pariſh of which a 
conſidetable part is inhabited by people 
of education and fortune, finding his 
health decline and grow unequal to the 
diſcharge of his duty according to his 
own ideas, wiſhed to retire to a beneſice 
of more privacy: being poſſeſſed of a 
large property which made the difference 
in point of income between St. Anne's 
and the union of Rathmiehael and Bray 
not an object of conſideration with him; 
and induced, partly by the cireumſtance 
of his on eſtate being in the latter, and 
partly, as he avowed,” by the talents of 
Dr. Leland, ſo adequate to fill worthily 
the place he deſired to teſign, he pro- 
poſed to our Author an exchange. The 
then Archbiſhop of Dublin; Dr. Cradock, 
had before this declared to Dr. Leland his 
el. J. c intention 
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ee conferring on him * 
— — it ſhould become vacant, as 
_—_ Oe: fleas and r 
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| conſequence as St. Anne's was an 


ſme) Retire exertion... The 

— ſermons he has 
rn -ſhew-pwith what un- 
— gity he applied himſeif to 
| mas nt part of Ws function. The 
OR here given to tho public are but 
— Part of what he has left; and 
n 
 hixaſels 2 does the ſtyle 
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bear leſs honourable teſtimony to the zeal 
of the paſtor. The peculiar character 
which pervades and colours his diſ- 
courſes, | ſeems to be that of a ſtrong 
earneſtneſa, an intenſe effort to perſuade 
and to impreſs conviction, ſuitable to a 
teacher of doctrines, and enforcer of 
precepts, the awful importance of which 
is equal to their truth and fitneſs. The 
reader will not find language or matter 
ingenuity: none of that trite or co, 
ſpeculation, and meagre ſentiment, diſ- 

guiſed under an eternal affeQation - of 

delicacy. of phraſe, or flimſy ornament 

every Where overſpread; which may for 
a time gain the ſuffrage of the giłat vul- 
gar and the ſmall, hut muſſ cauſe every 
hearer or reader of plain common ſenſe 


to feel the want of nature and of ſim- 


plieity f. Sound c oces add. ſolid 
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reaſoning, juſt repreſentations of human 


life, and juſt obſervations on it, chriſtian 
Amment and ömfoseement, and pathetic 
addreſs, in a nervouſneſs of expreſſion, 


poſition, which- rather ſeem the refult 
_ of, babit, than: of caution and curious 


ſelection ; theſe are what the reader 
may expect, and theſe never diſgraced 
by vulgarity or littleneſs. In ſome in- 


ſtances the choice and manner of treating 
bis ſubjects will ſhew with what judg- 


ment he adapted his topics and his 


diction to different auditories; and when 


wo find him addreſſing the plaineſt in a 
manner perfectly levelled to their appre- 
henſions we find his zeaſonings dictated 
or directed by profound and accurate 
Giticalond philoſophical helidgrs 5: Y 
ea To. ban len % ow att log} ©! 
| Data comics in the uſeful 
and reſpectable ſtations of Vicar of St. 
Anne's and Senior F ellow and Oratory | 


Profeſſor in Dublin College, until the 


anincts5: 85 8. B, | year 
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year 1781 when hie reſigned his fell 
lowſhip and profeſſorſhip for the reQory”_ 
of Ardſtraw in the dioceſe of ” Derry,” 
which is in the preſentation of the Col 
lege, and with which he continued to 
hold St. Anne's by a faculty. He, from 
that time, divided in ſome meaſure his 
reſidence! His country (pariſh was 
large and populous one. He preached; 
during his refidenice there almoſt gon! 
ſtantly; and eompoſed ſeveral diſcourſes | 
1 fitted to the ſpiritual wants of 
a ruſtic eongtegation. Many reaſons f 
web Have induced him to fpend a 
more conſiderable part of his time * 
Ardſtra w': ont was the failure, for a 
long time, of his voice, which diſqua- 
ified him for the performance of his 
duty in ſo lartze a church as St. Anne's: 
another was the general decline of "His | 
health, which made country air more 
'requiſits,”” Had he continued in whole- £ 
ſome ererciſe and à purer atmoſphere, 
. valuable à life might have 
107 2 been 


i? 


_ been all along conſidered, principally, as 
A ſcholar, and a. writer: the characters 
in Which be is the object. 


livi IAR or Tee AUTHOR: 


been ; prolonged; but the laws of the 
church, in virtue of which his return 
to Dublin was required by the preſent 
"Archbiſhop, impoſed a neceſſary obli- 
Satipn; and He . accordingly [ returned 


to that capital in the winter of 19844 


Then, an ague, which hung upon him a 
long time, ended, it is fuppoſod, in 4 
nervous atrophy, with | ſome: lethargie 


ſymptoms; and his ſtrength and ſpirits 


continually decayed until Auguſt 2785 
when he expired, with much 


and ſentiments of truly ane piety 


in Aer year of Rig .. 


Js 2m | 10 15 94 St; R 20m 


8 Tax. denke will obſerye that he | bas 


of public at- 
tentjian. His private life, his filial picty, 
his conjugal n affection, his perental in- 
Aulgence, his warmth im friendſhip; (oll 
Which. virtues he, poſſeſſed to an exalted 


4 degree). ee been touched n: 


£399 
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Nor that activity and integrity in the 4 
- diſcharge: of his public duties, which I 
rendered him a moſt uſeful member of 
ſociety... The object Has been to trace 
the progreſs of his knowledge, attain- 
ments, and habits, as a man of letters; 
as an example for emulation, and a 
direction to thoſe ho chuſe to diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves in that honourable, but 
arduous purſuit. Let fuch be informed 
1 ane Fellow of Dub- 
"4 BRI 4 the: — ee a" 
hurty and care, with all apphances and 
means to forward enquiry and/tepet diſ- 
traction; but abounds with ſo many, 
however minute, calls to duty, to take 
a conſtant ſhare in giving ãnſtruction or 
aiding diſcipline; that he yrho performed 
the buſineſs of it alofieg could motiwith 
Juſtite abe ſuid ton ad an idle life. 
That ther learned labourz, ſb great ant 
various, which haue beruht the fubject af 
[this account; were ſatehieved by a man, 


„ EDO 
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ſiced to graver ſtudies, and painful re- 


deeqvęgtlxy diſgraces it, the. jealouſy of 
ke talents, a 


7 
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a man would have made the foundation 


7 neady:to give; oven to thaſe i who ' were 


- 
-. 
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to whom nature had given ſuch a diſ- 
poſition, to nervous diſorders, and ſuch a 
weakneſs of eyes from his childhood, as 
would have ſerved moſt men as an excuſe 
for total inapplication.. That he ſaori- 


ſearches, uſeful to mankind, and ſuitable 
to his character, the gratification of ex- | 
erciſing talents for lighter ſallies of 


Purſuit of literary reputation, he was 
totally free from the weakneſs which ſo 


and hatred ar arts which - 
eat himſelf 70 rie. On the con- ? 
trary he wiſhed: to forward) literary ex- 
ertion : he urged torit; applauded it, and 
arcs Was in his power cheriſhed it. 
Afſiſtanee and infurmation he * 


„ und the ſame wall with him- 
ight * decmed-powerful 


LIFE or ru AUTHOR. lvi 


rivals“. That, laſtly, his excelling as he 
did is, in a great meaſure, to be attribut- 
ed to an habit, or faculty, of following 
in literature a great politician's maxim in 
buſineſs, of doing one thing at a time.” 
Whatever work he engaged in concen- 
trated his attention ; he ſeemed abſorbed 
in it, to a degree ſcarce credible but to 
his more intimate acquaintance, who 
were witneſſes of it. It was thus that 
he could command, what Gray ſays are 
neceſſary to good writing, not only 
great parts, but the beſt of thoſe parts; 
and devote them to the nobleſt employ- 
ments in which the laudable ambition of 
a ſtudent can be exerted, the promotion 
of knowledge, of virtue, and of the 
glory of God. 


* An obſervable inſtance of this is his ſupplying 
Lord Lyttleton with hiſtorical information, when the 
ſame remarkable events made ſo ſtriking a part of the 
ſeveral works in which each was engaged. 
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3 *. e faſicions 
to confound” the witneſſes of our Lord's 
power and wiſdom, who had ingenuouſſy 
acknowledged the manifeſtations of hid a 
divine authority. They had been com- | 
miſſioned by the chief prieſts and pha- 
fiſces to ſeize him as a  fedvicer, and to 
bring him before the great Wane, there” | 
to anſwer for his ſuppoſed. impiety. , 
They ſtened to his dodtrine: they ese 
"ACORN. B filled 


2 SERMON I. 
% no man laid hands on fim? they re- 
turn; and in the ardoùr of aſtoniſhment 
exclaim,—* neuer man ſpake like this man 
But —_ 1 
judices, and deceived by pretences which 
= could have no effect on minds more en- | 
: - -- lightened. _They.are..told...of the defe- 
E rence due to the great and learned of 
| their nation. The credulous multitude 
„ww ad hen Cirjfh cometh, will fe 
4 more muraglar than theſe?” But what 
attention have theſe gained from men of 
=. - ' eminence ? The ignorant may ſay, * of 
= eie truth ti i the proplet- but, 
laue any of the great or learned, 
eee, ee ENS be- 
ee + anon Bavih 
= rin 
| „ LK * i infirogion might na- 
'turally be deduced from this paſſage: 
But it is my purpoſe to apply. it to pre- 
bent times and occaſi tae? in a manner 
Halli 4 4 3 
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more eſpecially adapted to the circam- 
n of thoſe who hear me. 4 

91 1 3 nes R 
91 1 Mb Ain Wes Wine ſpale a as 
never man ſpake, ſtill addreſſes his pre- 
cepts, his exhortations, his promiſes, hia 
threatenings, to us, in all wiſdom and 
goodneſs, with all dignity and authority. 
The words of eternal life are uzRE in- 


pfrecept upon prerept, and line upon line,; 
and it is their glory and their happineſs 
(if they indeed . continue in the things 
ug they have learned and been 
Ared of”): that.cach,' om a cſuld, 
hath * #nowyr the holy ſcriptures, which 
. are abie to male him wiſe unto ſalvation.” 
But the time may come when falſe 
teachers ſhall labour to . turn away their 
kart fromthe trum. And, to prepare 
the mind for other deluſions, they may 
perhaps aer with. e or ſome like 

inſinuations. 10 elt i 


pe 7 1 * . 88 
Nenn mt3: lei 
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culcated on the weak and inexperienced, 


| vo! 


SERMON- L 


4 
-:42Yovu! have indeed been trained in 
the practice of Chriſtianity. You have 
« been taught to reverence its doctrines, 
£4 to cheriſii its hopes, and to dread its 
44:threatenings. But, advancing: as you 
$1 now: are, to a more extenſive knowy- 
edge of the world, what. deference db | 
you find paid to theſe things, but by 
the obſeure and reeluſe, men whoſe 
euſmerd by authority? Do thoſe of 
_ tbsJhberal intercourſe and exalted condi- 
tion, appear at all inffurneed by what 
you have been inſtructed to eſteem fo 
4 ſacred? Look round you. to-the men 
of .greateſt reputation for ſeience and 
_$6rmition. How many of theſe have 
laboured te diſpel thoſa miſts of exrour, 
in vchich ſuperiſſittious ages have been 
„ ſo long involved ? Have they not all 
/ 7yeniſhed: before the brightneſs of their 
_ 46! reaſoning 7 Away then with tie pre- 
—— our childiſn days} And 
us ng" follow the pleaſurable = 

ce paths 
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paths af nature, unreſtrained by tha 
2 Masioa⸗ of TO 70 piaus fraud. 
1 70 21087 1204 
nenen ner as. it muſt appear far | 
theſe, pretenders to unbjaſſed reaſon, 
thus to. recur. to authority, the authority 
of weak and. corrupted men; yet it 
may be neceſſary to guard the unwary 
0 their er 8 2 #4 _ 


— 


of vnbeliaf amang the grpt ang Jrarngd,* * 
And the firſt e TOPPINGS 

| this, that, in Shit mt bit einem 5 
L „Ir 5s 1755 e va 
againſt the truth of our religion, that 

in the active and exalted feenes of life, 
men reject ito authority, ” either tha 
practice or profeſſions. 1 


i 928 Tian 50 rt Storms h: Nigg op 
nis Fon theopreſent; let us ſuppoſe the 
ſact to be, as ſtated: by the! adverſary. 
e on — ſociety, there 


p bon N may 


5 2 by the buch crowd in which they 
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muy appear: ſome ground for the ſuppo - 
ſition. Although many who there ſup- 
port characters of eminence, have, we 
truſt," receive the fulleſt impreſſions of 
religion, and through all the tumult and 
Agitation of this life, look ſteadily to the 
bleſſings of a more glorious exiſtence ; 
yet the light of their examples is inter- 


ate engaged. They who force them- 
ſelves on our attention, and from whom 
we "generally fotm our judgment, are 
ſuch,” as from their early days, ha ve been 
directed only to the world and its enjoy- 
ments, Nurtured in pride and proſpe- 
_ nity, with, every ſeducing object pre- 
ſented to their view, they iſſue into pub- 
lio - life, wi imaginations enflamed, 
ian undiſciplined, and underſtand - 

inge imperfectly cultivated. They may 
2 gained thoſe ſuperficial acquire · 
ments which are thought to adorn their 
ſtations. In every art of elegance they 
» "wy be deeply * 
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refined. But the ſevere purſuit of ſolid 
knowledge is intolerable tothe undiſci- 
plined and enfeebled. And . ,the words 
+ of eternal ifa, perhaps, ha ve neither 
been impreſſed with due care, nor en- 
tertained with that ſatisfaction ſo ne- 
ceſſary to their eſſectual improvement. 
Theſe men are placed in ſuch eirrtum- 
ſtances as command reſpect and do- 
ference, without a ſerupulaus or rigorous 
diſcuſſion of their teal. merit. Their 
proſperity is intoxicating g they are coun- 
tenanced and flattered by thoſe araund 
them, who ate attached anto the ſame 
objects, and engaged in the ſame pur- 
ſuita. Every inſtance in which their 
ſchemes have been ſucceſsful ſeryes to | 
confirm them in exalted notions of their 
on abilities, which have perhaps raiſed 
them to what they call honour and dif- 
tinction. The buſtle of the little ſcone 
in which they are engaged keeps 
minds in perpetual ferment; and 
retired enjoyments, if in any dre U 


2 | ; _ centious, 
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[centious, leave — 
ot ſerious aun exalted reflection. 

W N a ob | 112.018. 1; Ty "AY 
12 "Whoravaa: deſerence may be dds to 
uch men, in our worldly intercourſe; 

however diſtinguiſhed their abilities may 
ear in thoſe things which have . 
groſſed their attention; yet ſurely, nei- 
ther their ſituation nor engagements ſeem 
to qualify them to become deteQors of 
religious errour. They may, without pro- 
found reflection, diſcover the advantage - 
ou inſſuence of religion upon ſocial 


ifs: They may y ſpeak of it with reſpect. 
as an-infirumentiof policy, neceſſary for 


reſtraining the lower orders of mankind, 
yet ſtill as an invention calculated merely 
for this purpoſt. In this dociſion, they 
may applaud their own' diſcernment, and 
Ygjce> in their ſuperiority to all mean 
prejudioe and ſuperſtition. ' But before 
_ thigdevifion can have any weight, either 
with "themſelves or othegs, there e 
Ea e i un 


I” 
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on a flight and careleſs advertence to the 


| fubjeQ; not on ſome popular objection. 
ſome apparent difficulty caſually ſuggeſt- 
ed and rafhly entertained ;' but on can- 
did; ſerious, attentive; repeated examin- 
ation. He who decides either in favour 
or in prejudice of à matter ſo momen- 
tous, on any other grounds, evidently 
forſeits all claim to our attention. It 
may be therefore worthy of enquiry, 
whether it be not highly probable that the 
men now deſcribed (and many ſuch there 
muſt be, of no ſmall regard in civil life,) 
never have examined the evidence of our 
faith; and whether it be not à ſubject 
which they ſcarcely can nn n 
n _ ebe 3 
Nea 240 N en 1. « no 8954145 
Boy Le eee ſrom 
the very deer th ee. to be at once ] 
a cog Mett of 165-750] 


ohn, „it tested £1411 bogdti gies 
. and 22 
ble- indulgence, ate evidently not the 
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days of religious enquiry. It is not the 
buſineſs of a mind imperfectly cultivated, 
an imagination warm and giddy, paſ- 
Lions violent, and ſolicited by perpetual 
.allurements. The turbulence of public 
which riſe beyond the ſphere of - preſent 
Objects, how intereſting ſoever and im- 
portant they may appear. In What 
happy interval, can the man immerſed 
competitions of this world, be enabled 
or diſpoſed to conſider the things not of 
this world ? Shall the word of truth, 
which he hath been habituated to deſ- 
piſe, obtain at once, in any period of his 
engage menrs, a ſerious and diſpaſſionate 
attention? Let us imagine him, in ſome 
3 moment of reflection. reading or con- 
| verſing on the ſubject of religion. ln 
either caſe, the humble preacher of 


Ties - righteouſneſs approaches him, without 


- Sys ith arp ot flat- 


nor > ; 3 vice 
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es 6% God und that of the world were 


perſecly oonſſſtent; that they might go 


on in amicable union, without the leaſt 
hazard of the divine diſpleaſure, or the 


leaſt interruption to the purſuits even of 


the moſt corrupt and ſenſual; he might 


poſſibly obtain a patient audience But 


his preaching is of a different kind. He 
thwarts what ſuch men conſider as the 
buſineſs and the pleaſures of their life, 


with-doarines the moſt difguſting:: He 


tells them, that their purſuits, however 


captivating; are no more than * vanity 


«4 and vexation of ſpirit >” that high-mind- 


ed as they may be; they have fixed on 


the moſt ſordid objects; that they muſt 


mortify their oorrupt affoctions, and look 


with a due indifference to the things of 


this world, while they rave to 


an eternal inheritance. Hz * HA * 21 %% 
Rah N ihn Hun b | 
Bur what abeeptance ean ſuch doe- 
trines gain, when” the faſlidious heater 


js already prepoſſeſſed? Fat from pre- 


valling 
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vailingover inveterate habits, rooted pre- 
judices and diſrde ad- paſtiona, they 
muſt be received with a verſion and in- 
dignation, as a proſumptuous attempt to 
interrupt his favourite 1 with 
to a ſuperiority Wee eee 
thoſe whom the world. pronounees wile 
and diſcaming. ia EUN * weer 


Zuber d ages: ods ne wtoutfticd. 
af mne in the name of 
the great God of heaven and earth; and 
while he denounees the ſentenoe of 

eloſes the myſtery of grace and mercy, 
offers at the ſame time the moſt rea ſon : 
he ſpeaks. But his doctii nes ars rocei vod 
dence is weighed inthe; falls balanse of 
prejudice and corruption; with a deſire 
0 ſind it weak and inſufſisitnt. And 
Jet this inal prepoſſeſſion--ane9/cogugy 


. 
Seils v | pears, 
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 prirs//the more offenſive muſt it prove; 
ſequence; the more violently oppoſed. 
Or;"ſhivuld it force its way throogh all 
the obſtacles of depravity, it may be 
entertaitied for à while, but without a 
permanent and lively influence ; vitious 
habits and ' diſordered ' paſſions ſoon re- 
ſume their power: ant the laft late of 
that man, now returning to e 
emen, as: Lee os iis Jie.” 
ae iy the. 3 e of the 
ae between religion and corruption. 
But what is this to the cauſe of our 
holy faith ? Is it impaired, or at all 
aſſected by the prejudices, by the paſ- 
ſions, by tho diſorders and perverſions of 
the human mind ? Is truth of ſo pre- 
 carious/ a natute, that it may be altered 
or ſubverted merely at the good pleaſure 
- bright; becauſe the obſtinate turn away 
i! 418 from 


1 
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ments, we may not always judge of this 


from it? or its motives leſs powerful, 
. —_ "ew their eee 


1 a 


matte foy- not erm that truth. muſt 
have: its due impreſſion on enlightened = 
minds; and that the things rejected, by 
the intelligent and enlightened cannot be 
true. Truth can make no impreſſion 


when it is not examined and conſidered; 


when it is excluded and rejected. We 
do not object to the certainty of a geo- 
metric theorem, becauſe the men engaged 


in other | ſtudies will not purchaſe? the 
knowledge of it by the neceſſary de- 
ductions, or becauſe their capacities are 
' contracted that they are not capable 


of the inveſtigation, or their diſpoſitions 


. ſo averſe to abſtract reaſoning that they 
deſpiſe or deteſt it; or: becauſe they 


| coldlyreje@ a ſtudy tending to interrupt 


their worldly purſuits. And as to the 
degree of underſtanding and illumination 


annexed to higher ſtations and engage- 


with 
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withimpartiality and diſcernment. What- 
ever be the worldly employment to which 
we are attached, it neceſſarily contracts 
and concenters the mind to one favou- 


nite object. The politician is oftentimes 


i confined in his views, and as inca- 
pable of judging of any matter beyond 


his department, as the mechanic. In 


the eye of man, his engagements may 
be ſplendid and elevated, but they have 


their bounds as well as the leſs liberal 
employments; and beyond theſe the mind 


unuſed to paſs is darkened i in ene 
* ant wüden ant e . V1] 1.24 

ene of hos men now deſcribed 
is the fame with that of the unbelieving 
rulers in the days of our bleſſed Lord. 
Theſe had their corruptions and prepoſ- 


ſeſſions, to which the doctrine of Jeſus 


Was. -utterly unfriendly. Hence they | 
either neglected or cavilled at this'doc- 


were explicit; but they refuſed to ſearch 


the f 
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_ the ſcriptures. | The evidence of - mira» 
cles, though never beheld with .indif-. 
ference, yet, as in the days of their fore- 
They tortured their invention to account 
prejudices: and they contented .them- 
ing to an extravagance ſeemingly un- 
thus ſtupendouſly manifeſted the power 

of God, the glory of this evidence ſerved 
but to provoke their rage; and when 
they ſought to deſtroy, the perſon, on 
hogs, mum Wil 
5762-41657) ben ei 
es be woottribute be dic 
a diſbelief. of our religion, too 
frequently: obſetved in the aQive; and 
, cxalted-orders of men, to their en engage; 
—— paſſions, * 
3 | and 
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| pine And, more eſpecially, if a- 
mong thoſe, who) have full leiſure to 
ſeareh, to try, and to examine, who 
fewer tria ls and tempta itions to deviate 
from the religion which they profeſs, any 
ſhould prove indolent: or abdurate, muſt 
we not acknowledge this a groſſer and 
more glaring contradiction to principle, 
than any to be ſound in the avowed 
gainſayer? He diſclaims and renounces 
the authority bf his Lord and Maſter, 
and thus acts urea ſonably q but not in- 
conſiſtently. He doth not acknowledge 
that aarhorityi) and mat the faine time re- 
fiſt auc defy iti He doth not #1 confeſs 
ler Fear Cini in Lord Lord of 
Nr, and Hir Fung; but he 
doth« not, with the inſolent mockery of 
his murder, crown him with the en- 
 figns of royunhy, and boy the hne be- 
fre him. What ſtill aggravates the 
heinouſneſs of this diſeordante of the 


_ nomitiat chriſtian's condud with-the de- 
#l0019ge' J 1 clarafion 
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claration of his lips is, that the miſchief 
terminates not in himſalf. He . gi 
«. gccqſum o the enemies q the Lard 10 
„ blaſpheme.” He is, in effect, ue ent 
« my of the Croſs of Chrift;” by ſupport- 
ing and countrnaneing thoſe. Who ure 
formally and openly ſo. He adds to tlie 
iliufions wWhenewith © the ctuldren thut 
* ur deegive themſelvas; who, 

priding themſelvrs in their knowledge of 

mankind, triumph .in:cvery inſtanem of 

ſuch inconſiſtency in thoſe! who! pretend 

to be . chilhren of igt; | andi:fortify - 
themſelves with the imaginary diſcovery, 
that men do not themſelves believe Nhat 
they attempt to obtrude on other f} 1! 
rang Tolabi an ban od, Hgn,⁰ð, 
Bor although it be allowed that the 
unbelief of the men, hitherto deſcribed, 
may fairly. be imputed to a blinded un- 
derſtandiiig and an evil heart; ſlill, what 
Mall we ſay of thoſe retited votaries of 
*knowledpe;uthoſe' men of reſinement and 
ſpeoulatlon, ho have ſtudied, examined, 
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ſecond* place confider, whether their au- 
thority be a 1 
the truth ie" ee | 
-Nequau? yd. NCD. IQ wa | 
—— — 
tliat a feligion 1m, ning the 
2 tribunal * — vg by 
Judicivaus and accurate enquiry, corrupted = 
in tines of darknoſs, recovering its pu- 
rio with -theorrevival f knowledge. 
flcengthened "and/confirmed by -the gra 
 Uſovſed//atid>defended by the: moſt- ib 
luſtrious in human fcience,) ſhould now 
at length be deemed the idol of igno- 
Ae eee ieee — 
of knowledge; the glotious luminaries 
mum who have — — 
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nuous defenders. Or are they men who. 
owe the greater part, if not the whole, 


of their reputation, to this their oppoſi- 


tion to the goſpel? If ſo, is there not 
reaſon to ſuſpect that the gainſayer may. 
be oftentimes extolled far beyond his real 


deſerving? For, MANY Traxx or THE 


TRUTH, WHO NEVER soUNDED THE 


DEPTH FROM WHENCE IT SPRINGETH. 


* 
La . 2 . 


$$ 7 


* {bn midſt of 


a . 


and idolatry, he may without any extrar 
ordinary abilities diſcover, that the reli- 
gion of his country cannot be from God. 
He my"! Point diet en e * 


neſs, 0 yet ahi; any: wonderful 


nn ee Vet ſtill * 


251313 VS. 1 3 J ackif TOES io 
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elevation of genius; juſt as he may 
point his in we dive againſt the cruelty of 
perſeoution, without any extraordinary 


= 
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may bet bade the ingenuous Autos 
and diſcernment neceſſary to diſtinguiſn 
the eotruptions from the pure and eſſen- 
tial parts of Ohriſtianity. He may wan- 
tonlly extend his cenſure to theſe, and be 
admired; although he but repeats thoſe 
arguments in ons country,” which have 


been ar gr ere and po mg an in 
another. HOT 09774} * 
rn 2 22 4 3 © 42S: © 


Waxkr religion is W in Peder 
purity, he may find doctrines which ſhock 
the pride of "reaſon, and may glory in 
that freedom which examines them with- 
out teſerve or ſeruple. Yet” he may be 
Precipitate enough to conſound the doc- 
trines which tranſtend, with thoſe which 
EvAtradidt His'feal6n': or he may deride 
the trite diſtinction. Vet it may not be 
the leſs juſt, becabſe frequently repeated. 
He may be offended at the endleſs ſub- 
Fears of religious controverſy, in à tate 

of religious liberty: He may conclude 
7 chat every ſyſtem is equally falle. © Yet 
22 ttmzis 
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this may be the concluſion of a raſh,! an 
indolent, an inattentive rea ſoner. in Aud 
genius and underſtanding do not always 


ſecure againſt raſhneſs, indolence, and 
2 — ; 13 * « * 
inattention.. ::. K. Ene wann Yee rec 


ieh £959, en nl od ian 
Ix general we know, that an/inferiout 
degree of intellectual powers is ſuthcient 
for objecting, perpleting, and confound- 
ing. In times more diſtinguiſhed for the 


| ſuperficial elegancies of knowledge, than 
for deep enquiry and collected reaſoning, 
even this inferiour degree may be admired 


and applauded. And he who employs 
his abilities of whatever rank or degree, 


in oppoſition to our faith, hath already 
gained the whole ttibe of the corrupt 
and vitious, a powerful party, in; his fa- 
vour. Prejudiced, and partial to the ad- 
vocates uf their folly, they eaſily miſtake 
an affected oſtentatious delicacy, for li- 
berality of ſentiment; a livelineſs and 


extravagance of fancy for acuteneſs and 


ene bold affertion for argument 
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and knowledge; fluent elocution for juſt 
teaſoning; darkened ſubtilty for deep 
and critical diſquiſition: and becauſe 
theſe men have not been convinced, 
they may raſhly and ignorantly conclude 
that they have never been confuted. 
Raſhly, I ſay; and ignorantly; for argu- 
ments the moſt powerful cannot always 
have their due influence: nor can con- 
viction operate on mn to 
e G84 10-8: nals LS! Gr! 


| * may not an of few ain os 
culation be ſubject to the ſame indiſpo- 
ſitions with the active part of mankind ? 
Are not their minds equally liable to be 
. prejudiced againſt the truth; their hearts 
egqually liable to be alienated from it; 
their tempers equally liable to be incenſed 
againſt it Let it not be deemed in- 
vidious to obſerve, that they who con- 
tend againſt the authority of dur religion, 
may not always be unexceptionable in 
their moral conduct. This may be no 

conſiderable 


bas: 
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conſiderable impediment to their purſuit 
of human knowledge. The vitious man 
of intellectual abilities, may proceed in 
a mathematical diſquiſition with the ut- 
moſt · regularity. He can here judge of 
evidence exactly, detect a fallacy moſt 
acutely, and ſteer his courſe ſucceſsfully 
through the moſt perplexed and difficult 
reſearches.” His paſſions do not attend 
him in his progreſs; and are by no means 
intereſted in his concluſions. Whatever 
de may collect, or however he may de- 
cide, his ſenſuality is not condemned, 
his pride is not mortified, his malice is 
not reſtrained. He hath, therefore, no 
temptation: to deviate from the exact line 
of reaſon and evidence. Not ſo in his 
religious enquiries. When he is to en- 
quire into the truth and divinity of the 
Goſpel; with all its precepts of purity and 
meekneſo, and benevolence; the queſtion, 
in effect, at leaſt in its immediate con- 
ſequence, is nothing leſs than Whether 
the 3 of all his _ have not been 
| e Gd * van 


, Fd 


8 in che eaaſg erf ic. 


Aidelity. =O ONIONS n 
SOD NF * N by * of T 
A ITDH S414 i£ e . An un euer 


26 SERMON I. 


vain and abominable; whether the judg- 
ments of the Almighty be not denounced 
againſt them; whether he ſhould not 
fabdue thoſe affections which now en- 
lla ve him, and humble himſelf before his 
fellow creature, who hath been injured 
by his inſolence or oppreſſion. : In ſuch 


enquiries, neither knowledge nor -refine- 
- ment; nor penetration, can render ſuch 


men competent judges. For * while they 
pretend to ſuch a ſerutiny of other evidence,” 
(to uſe the words of one of their own 
order * ) «© hey are the readieſi to take the 
« evidence of the greateſt decervers in the 
. world, their own paſſions.” And to this, 
J fear, we are in a great meaſure to 


jümpute it, that there is no one ſpecies 


of falſe and ſophiſtical argument, of ſub- 
terfuge, 'artifice, and ca vil, perplexity, 


confuſion, and inconſiſtency, but abounds 


in their reaſonings, who are deemed the 


n * LoRD 133 EM 
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BvR occupation or profeſſion hath 
its peculiar diſtempers, of the mind as 


well as of the body: Men of ſpeculation 
experience both. Let us ſuppoſe a caſe 


. which frequently occurs, and which 


ſurely renders the ſufferer an obje of 


tendereſt compaſſion. Suppoſe the bril- 


lianey of genius clouded, and the native 
vigour of the mind relaxed by an ex- 
quiſite ſenſibility tremblingly alive to 
every gloomy or diſagrecable impreſſion. 
The man of this irritable mind and this 
relaxed frame is querulous, reſtleſs, diſ- 


ſatisfled; he repines, he accuſes the au- 


thor of what he calls his miſery; he can- 


not bear theſe: chearful views of Provi- 
dence with which chriſtianity preſents 


him. He pronounces them falſe, for they 


acvord not with his immediate feelings. 


Suppoſe him more chearful and more 


converfant with the world: He has been 


habituated to regard thoſe exceſſes con- 


demned ſo ſeverely by the goſpel without 
brei . His habits, his ſelf will, and 
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28 SERMON I. 
ſelf-flattery, determine him againſt thoſe 
doctrines which ſuppoſe or expreſs the 
exceeding heinouſneſs of his conduct, 
and which, if true, muſt render him de- 
* and loathſome.? in his own: n 2 


ery eto * r % „ | 


Lr us Mt: PRE that theſe 
See men who have at any time 
contended againſt our faith, were not 
under the dominion of the more diſ- 
ordered paſſions: that they have really 
acquired that philoſophical reſinement 
and compoſure, which they ſometimes 
aſſect. Still there are paſſions no leſs 
enemies to truth, though their objects be 
not merely ſenſual. Do not the love of 
fame, the vanity of being diſtinguiſhed, 
the impatience of being careſſed and 
admired,” the hope of being tranſmitted 
to poſterity, as the great reformers of "a 
ſuperſtitious world, the conquerours of 
general prejudice, and the victorious com- 
batants of errour; do not theſe pervert 
n 
1 erb, defended 
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tracks: lpotoqriqeit: r cart an. 
ein e u citho 5 not . 
dbeir intellectual powers; who do not 
ſecretly exult in a conſcious ſuperiority 
over thoſe around them. And how ſhall 
this ſuperiority be diſplayed ? In times 
when every art and ſcience have been 
improved to the utmoſt, what reſource 
for the man who aſpires to literary dif- 
tinction ? New improvements in the uſe- 
ful arts, or ne diſcoveries in human 
ſcience, it would be intolerable, it would 
be predarious, it would be hopeleſs, to 
attempt. The aſpiring and the conſi- 
dent therefore ſtrike naturally into the 
is to enter the liſts with the moſt eminent 
in human knowledge; an object highly 


"IT to vanity and — ——— _ 
If 


confidence and ſelfeconccit? Or (to ap- 
pal to an indiſputable fact) what but 
ain-glory prompt our ad verſary to pro- 


for religion ſtands forth in its defence, 


50» 8ERMON E 
If theſe. paſſions be not eminently diſ- 


coverable in the dijputer of this world,” 


what meaneth his perpetual glorying in 


his own wiſdom ? His affected contempt 
and rigorous cenſure of all thoſe: whom 


he oppoſes ? To what: can we aſcribe his 
precipitate and peremptory decifions on 


the nature of the Infinite and unſearch- 


able, and the ways of his adorable Pro- 
vidance? His extravagant paradoxes, 
thoſe: feeble efforts of a perverſe inind, 


chat is plungad into abfurdity, by ſtrain- 


ing at ſomething new and extraordinary? 
Or what hath given birth to his laboured 
attempts at ſubtilty ant ſoeptical refine- 
ment, obtruded with all the triumph of 


pagate his unbelief ? When the advocate 


he may be accuſed of intereſted or ſiniſter 
motives: But he hat a fair and reaſon- 


. gin gala bas ie 02, a 


diſplays his untoward zeal, what can he 
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able account to render of his conduct. 
He pleads that it is his bounden duty 
and ſervice; and that he labours for the 


temporal and eternal intereſts of his fel- 


low- creatures. But when the adverſary 


reply to the charge of vain- glory? Not 
that he obeys the commands of God, 
when he denies or doubts his exiſtence, 
or declares that this adorable Being be- 
holds not * the things that are onearth.” 


Not that he © Holt to the recompence of 
* reward';” for he hopes but to lie down 


with the beaſts that periſn. Not that he 
reveres and vindicates the Majeſty of 


| Heaven, The hideeus vanity of ſuch 
a plea is at once diſcoberable in the man, 


Who wantonly miſtates, or raſſily miſ- 


_coniceives thoſe particulars, which he pre- 


ſumes to call injurious to this Majeſty. 


Nor can be pretend à concern for the 
 welfars of ſociety, whon he. oppoſes 2 
religion of peace ;and/ benevolence, the 
e — :4- 


nament 


5 


oppreſſor, to aggra vate the ſotrows of 
W to harden the already har- 


ment, have oppoſed our holy faith, let 
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nament of ſocial life: When he labour 


violations of right and order, to ſubvert 
dable purſuit, to ſtifle the remorſe of the 


the car, in which humanity ſhould in- 


— anon, 


ſolations. e NN 1 PIrorr e Han 
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Wauxvxx, therefore, it is urged - that 
many + wiſe. and many conte mplative; | 
and many men of knowledge and refine- 


it be temembered, that the wiſe man 
hath his weakneſs and imperfeQions, | 
the contemplative and reſined their pre- 
judices and perverſions. But whether 
the deſpiſers of God's: holy law, wilfully 
ſhut their eyes [againſt the conſequences 
of their preſumption; or Whether they 
23 on hearts; it is gur part 

Arten to 
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to be guarded againſt the danger of their 
example. For this purpoſe I have now 
endeavoured. to inculcate that principle, 
for which they affect to contend with 
ſo much zeal; that you are not to be 
influenced by authority; but to labour 
freely and diſpaſſionately in the ſearch of 
truth: that you are not to be offended, 
becauſe men are found indifferent” to: 
what they have not examined, or are in- 
capable of examining; becauſe they are 
averſe to a doctrine mortifying to their 
pride, and odious to theit corruptions; 
or deeauſe the ſuperſicial, the vitious, or 
the vain-glorious pretender” to ſpecula- 
tion hath contended againſt it. Doth 
this little band of gain- ſayers ſcem con- 
ſiderable enough to demand your atten- 
tion ? Behold, then! we claim your at- 
ten tion for a ſociety inſinitely more nu- 
merous and venerable. We ſet before 
you the glorious company of apoſtles,” 
the noble army of martyrs,\ the redeemed 
of all nations-and ages. the aſſembly of 
192 Vos. . D Chriſt's 
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Chrift's faithful followers, who have 


ſprung up even in · the moſt. corrupted: 


learned, in whoſe lives and labours his 
bheavenly doctrine hath ſhone out glori- 


ouſly and irreſiſtibly. With one voice: 
they call upon you; they adjure you by 
the mercies of the living God, to uſe 
all diligence to make your; calling | and 


election ſure not to: fabmiit blindly 


and implicitly, but to try, to prove, to 
exerciſe: that portion of reaſon, to em- 
which God hath granted you, before the 
diſtractions of the world have diſſipated, 


- befort its allurements ha ve ſeduced, be- 


fore corruption and vanity have En 
and perverted you. 5 0 1: N ftr! 

n e ne blend _ 
 -L1sTex tothe awful admonition. Sor 
fhall "the «2, Bod A all grace flablyh, 
Arengthen, 2 in a ſteadfaſt 
n lively faith; that faith which ſhall; 


. ˙ ang- hermigs 
i (1 | amidſt 


. Chriſt, our Lord. 
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amidſt . a perverſe generation; which 
ſhall make every action of your lives 
gracious and amiable, and prove at once 
your guide and comfort through the per- 
plexities and dangers, and calamities of 
of this mortal ſtate; which ſhall raiſe 
you to the glory for which you were 
created and redeemed ; to the eternal in- 
heritance of the ſons of God, through 
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Nes Mga Waben Fn the 
Jewish ruler: we are not to conſider as 
che mere effect of ſudden rapture and 
4 ſurpriſe. We ate to regard it, 48 the 
ductiom of reaſon and reflection. And 
. ca 


Nod ln ole Wr 


of affected reſinement. He tells us, that 
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corrupted notions both of God and man, 
that j the teacher of God's word, when 


he is to examine this great foundation of 


our faith, might fairly hope that his | 


ole was no more than to point out 


its Mength and ability, to explain that 
—— of evidence by which the he Goſpel- 
miracles are eſtabliſhed, to exhort the 
faithful to Rteadinieſ# and perſeverance, 
and to unite with them in grateful and 
humble adoration of that Being who 
wrought: ſuch * things For-our 
ſalvation; © WW > 9 vo eos 25 

Bur the © darkener of 3 hath 
unhappily rendered our taſk more tedi- 
ous and perplexed. ::He n to en- 
tangle, us in all: the wiles and ſubtilties 


Ver ate procipitate; chat we are decei ved; 


that, in atguing from miraculous facts 


to che divine authbrity of the Agent, or 
a his doctiines. we aſſume thoſe things 
bns 28 
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us proved, which no evidence whatever 
can eſtabliſn; and deduce a concluſion 
not at all connected with our premiſes ; 
nor fairly deducible from theſe, were 
it even admitted that they could be 

ans 2 The Matter ie . of 
the utmoſt moment, you cannot "refuſe 
your attention, while, to obviate, all 
ſuſpicion of dealing deceitfully with you, 
we follow the adverſary through the in- 
tricacies of his ſpeculation, and purſue 
the very method he hath pointed out. 
It ſhall therefore be my preſent aalen 
dure N Ge l man} dne 
a; A; | | n Mi Ga Top fy 

Iſt, 2nd 8 Wernli 
| oh no impoſſibility ; and are therefore 
capable 6Prational rast Ad. 
a0 bh 198.157 Iva .g0 | 210} 
Ildly, Tar miracles; ſo Sd may 
afford the cleareſt ani moſt forcible/evi- 
484. bn I go Naga 10.20 denee, 
bob 7 
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dence, that he who performs them, is 
W en God. 

” 4 theſe, ann Hel 1 750 / 
bliſhed, nothing can remain, but to re- 
view" the poſitive evidence of thoſe 
miracles recorded in the Goſpel, in order 
to our being convineed that we have not 
followed cunningly- deviſed fables, and 
to our being poſſeſſed with thoſe af- 
fections naturally ariſing from a ſerious 


and devout conviction of the ſtrength 


of our faith, and e of our 
hope. o Han 3d boctiam Al 


*, 


£124 Mond lo wm wd ita Hort 2] 

I. Finsr bn os. I am, to Peony A 
3 imply no impoſſibility, 18 are 
ee capable of rational t 

* 4271 015-238... T8 3% Mailen gn Th Ut, 4 

hs 4 ate hardy 3 to deny 5 
this propoſition have yet not aſſerted, or 
atleaſt, have not attempted to/ ſhew, 
that the notion of, a. miracle in itſelf is 
| .conttadiQory or inconſiſtent. — That a 
ny, 


11 
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dead man ſhould' be inſtantly reſtored to 
life, is as conceivable as that à living 
one ſhould inſtantly die. That a heavy 
body ſhould be ſuſpended in air by an 
inviſible power, is as conceivable as that 
its gravity ſnould be counteracted by any 
natural force. That the blind ſhould be 
made to ſee, the lame to walk, or the 
diſea ſed to recover health; whatever ex- 
traordinary cauſe we may aſſign for ſuch 
effects, the effects themſelves may be 
ſuppoſed, without any violence to our 
faculties. We do not aſſert that a man 
may be alive and dead at the ſame time; 
that a body may be of a quite different 
nature and properties from thoſe exhi- 
bited to our ſenſes; or that the ſame 
individual may oecupy ten thouſand dif- 
ferent places, at the ſame inſtant. We 
only contend that an event may be pro- 
duced in a manner evidently different 
from what we call the courſe of nature; 
and evidently demonſtrating the extra- 
ordinary: interpeſition of the Great Au- 
bes | thor - 


a mere neceſſary and phyſical cauſe; that 


3: SERMON 1 

thor and Director of this courſe. ' And 
they who deny it are reduced to ſhew 
that ſuch a manner of OY is iacon- 


| 8 with his — 
1 


vii 11 is not in itſelf a e 
we muſt pronounce it an object of 
power : And whatever be the object of | 


power, Oninipotence ſurely may perform: 
Should it be aſſerted, that we can in- 


fer nothing of the power of God but 


from what we ſee and experience; that 
theſe effects are the meaſure of their 
cauſe, (as our adverſaries ſometimes 


ſpeak) and that we have no ground 
to believe that he can act in any man- 


ner different from that in which his 
4 agency is generally manifeſted,” this 
were to degrade the Lord of Nature into 


is, in effect, to deny his exiſtence. | Such 
aſſertions therefore we reject with ſcorn; 


nor do we addreſs ourſelves to thoſe who | 
he mg: amy 


1204 
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and 
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and powerful Author and Governor of 
the world. By his word was it made, 
and by the perpetual influence” of his 
Providence is the whole collection of 
created beings preſerved and directed. 
No greater power is required to ſuſpend, 
than to preſerve their courſe; no greater 
effort, to effect his gracious purpoſes by 
an extraordinary interpoſition, than by 
the regular and ordinary progreſs of na- 
tural cauſes. This is too evident to 
require proof or illuſtration. So that 
the queſtion really is, whether it may 
be ſuppoſed that God will, in any caſe, 
order or permit a deviation from that 

regular courſe which his wiſdom hath 
appointed. A queſtion which is at once 
decided in our favour, if we can point 
out any final cauſe worthy of ſuch ex- 
traordinary diſpenſations. What his 
power can effect, his wiſdom and good- 
neſs may then appoint; nor can his 
| eee de impeached by thoſe de- 

\ viations from the general * which 


upon 
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upon the preſent ſuppoſition were fore- 
ſeen and fore-ordained: and which, to- 
gether. with the ordinary methods of his 

Providence, operate conſiſtently and uni- 

formly to the purpoſes of gtace and 


Sorross the reaſoning of our adver- 
faries ſhould have prevailed, and in- 
fluenced the whole race of mankind : 
That they were univerſally perſuaded, 
that the material world had in itſelf ſome 
inherent principles of motion and aci- 
vity, independent of the operating ſpirit; 
or that the Divinity was bound by thoſe 
general. laws of nature which he mw 
eſtabliſhed ; or that he were not 
aQ in any ee eee eee 
ſee, and experience. Let us not preſume 
to ſay what muſt de the methods of his 
ptovidenee in ſuch a caſe; but let it 
not be aſſerted, with ſtill greater pre- 
be en that he GA nee us. 
any «revs run * 01 from * 
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from this tate of darkneſs by ſome mi- 
raculous interpoſition, ſo as to awaken 
us to a lively ſenſe of his perfections, 
and to give us ſtriking conviction that 
he is the mot high, the he Dis 
ies Wee of Er creation. 


adds again, ns: alu 
| nee, and perverted ; wan- 
dering in the miſts of ſuperſtition; 
eſtranged from the knowledge of true 
religibn; poſſeſſed with the moſt un- 
vrorthy nqtions of God; taught to ſub- 
Nitate the moſt horrid, abſurd; and 
ſhameful practices in the place of his 
reaſonable ſervice: while the very fow, 
leaſt infected, were yet doubtful,” wa- 
vering, ignorant of thoſe points in which 
their happineſs is moſt eſſentially con- 
cerned; trembling] under the pieroing 
ſenſei of their own! un worthineſs, yet 
utterly undirected. b the means of ret 
conciliation : inſtinctively preſſing for- 
ranch in their imaginations, beyond the 
1 narrow 
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narrow limits of this life; yet recalled 
by the fears of lying down with the 
beaſts. that periſh. In this caſe of uni- 
and diſtraction, let us not preſume an- 
tecedently to determine in what manner 
the Divine Perfections muſt be mani- 
feſted to ſuch a fallen race. But when | 
it is aſſerted, upon the utmoſt moral 
evidence, that the Divine mercies haue 
been manifeſted, in prepariug mankind 
for a deliverance from this wretched ſtate 
by a ſeries of miraculous diſpenſations, 
and at length in ſending the meſſenger 
of glad tidings endued with power from 
on high, to atteſt his miſſion by ſuch 
miracles as no nan can, do encept Cal 
& be-with. him; let it not be ſobjected, 
with ſtill greater preſumption, that, in 
| ſuch caſe, and ſor a purpoſe of ſychimo- 
| ment, this * atteſtation is im- 
| poſſible, OS. > þ Sonißtkd Fohhn 
7 -30t, yu ** Bain 2 cofeiffStto» 
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Tur who would ſeduce you from 
the acknowledgment of the truth, while 
they magnify the violence to the-coupſe. 
of natute in thoſe wonderful works 
which we aſſert, withdraw your atten- 
tion from thoſe: extraordinary occaſions 


and important purpoſes which we aſſign 


for ſuch works. Suppoſe, ſay they, 
that all hiſtorians that treat of a par- 
ticular country ſhould agree; that on 


uch a day ſuch à particular monarch 


© of: that countty died: A ſuceeſſor was 
acknowledged and proclaimed; and 

that, after having been interred for a 
„month, the ſame monarch again ap- 
peared; and governed for three years. 
We might be ſurpriſed at the concur-! 
rence of ſo many odd cireutuſtances, 
= but ſhould not have the leaſt inclis 
„nation to N miraculous an 
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| event; I 2 1199 Qt aid Us ovods 
54 4 WY 7 

* 4 BY, $1340 79 nf cant T0}. | DI 
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atteſted;// We ſhould not at once P- 
nounce it impoſſible to Divine power. 
But we might reflect that the concur- 
rence of all the hiſtorians of one parti- 
cular country doth not neceſſarily riſe 
to the higheſt degree of moral evidence. 
All cheſe hiſtorians may really be fe in 
number. They may be all under ſome 
unhappy influence of intereſt or paſſion. 
They may have copied from one origi- 
nal: ſo that their authority may amount 
4 ſingle perſon. The circumſtances of 
credibility attending this teſtimony are 
not ſtated. We are not informed that 
there were numbers of eye · witneſſes to 
the death and refurretion of this mo- 
narehʒ that there were any ſtanding re- 
cords or public memorials of his govern- 
ment, After he bad thus riſen- But, 
above all things, no cauſe whatever is 
aſſigned for ſuch an extraordinary exer- 
tion of Divine pomer. A. miracle is 
ſuppoſed! without-:reaſon, purpoſe, or 


oR5iis conſequence. 
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conſequence. And then indeed, mira- 


culous and abſurd, miraculons and im- 


poſſible, may be (as our adverſary al- 
ways ' makes them) terms of the ſame 
import. But ſuppoſe a perſon ſaid to 
be fent from Heaven to inſtruct man- 
kind in the will of God, to reſeue them 
from ignorance and miſery; and to guide 
them to eternal happineſs. He appears 
at the time foretold: he publiſhes his 
holy laws; he performs ſuch works as 
we are taught to expect from him; and» 
among other wonderful atteſtations of 
his miſſion, he appeals to one final and 
conſummate proof, on which he reſts the 
whole of his veracity : * Deſtroy thre 
© temple (of ny boy} and I will raiſe it 
« m7 three dat It is accordingly at- 
teſted by the ampleſt evidence, that he 
did rife at the time foretold. And ſhall 
ſbeh evidenoe only ferve to furpriſe and 
confound us? On fuch an occaſion; and 
for fuch a depot, — W be 
Vor. EE B asl 
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&« thought incredible that (og aul * 
2 the dead? 


Ry 5 by the way, we may ob- 
ſerve the futility of that aſſertion, that 
there is a peculiar preſumption againſt 
©. thoſe miracles, above all others, which 
are ſaid to have been wrought in ſup- 
port of a religious ſyſtem,” As if it 
were leſs' probable that the Divine power 
ſhould be miraculouſly exerted on an o- 
caſion of the higheſt moment, than for 
ſome cauſe of leſs importance. The 
_ dignity. of the occaſion, on the contrary, 
creates. a peculiar, preſumption i in fayour 
of ſuch miracles, as extraordinary means 
\ rm ad to ener | 


en, 18 "+ AR {t 42 3% 4 NN 1 || : 
1 Ay * 
2 3i 


ns a ug of. a Ae mi 
" are told, may be an etithuſiaſt, 
©, may. forge. and falſify for what he 
©, deems. a good. cauſe, may be vain or 
Rlfintercſted.” True: but from ſuch 
ſuſpicions 
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ſuſpicions are we at once to reject his 
evidence? Surely ſuch precipitation is 
unworthy a philoſopher. He who de- 
ſerves this name would proceed to weigh 
and to examine the evidence on every 
fide with a ſcrupulous caution and at- 
tention. But in all this critical inveſti- 
gation he muſt acknowledge, that what 
is poſſible is capable of being proved by 
teſtimony ; that the value of teſtimony, 
as it may be leſſened by circumſtances, 
characters of the witneſſes, or the nature 
of human paſſions, ſo, it may be in- 
creaſed by theſe; and that combinations 
of them may raiſe it to any conceivable 
degree. No! it is replied, © no hu- 
man teſtimony can aſſure us that mi- 
© racles have been wrought in ſupport 
* of a religious ſyſtem. —* The credi- 

dility of human teſtimony, it is ſaid, 
is founded on experience of its general 

veracity. Suppoſe then the teſtimony 
for any miraculous fact amounts to a 


full proof. Experience, which gives 
AF J:; E 2 den 
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this proof its force, dath alſo fully 
5; $hextfore theſe two kinds of experience 
4-230; contrary, ue are to ſubtract the 
done from the other, and embrace an 
D opinion on one of the ather fide with 
that aſfurance which arifes from the 

A tomainder. But the fubtration of one 
defull proof from anather amounts to an 
+ eotue annihilation. And therefore we 
map eſtahliſh it as a maxim, that no 
nas % prove 'a miracle, and ta make it 
e ee eee 

Sfdey in; 

. © (Heme is pen — 8 
lafling check ta ſuporſtitioua deluſion, 
the docifive atgument which muſt Glence 
tho: moſt arrogant bigotry and ſuperſti- 
tion, and free: us from their impertinent 
— foboitgtions,» which is ta retain; its uſe- 
fulnaſt and importanem as long as the 
world endures : and: to. reduce us at once 
0 the 8 renoun- 
einn? | 8 cing 


SERMON II. $3 
cing our faith, or reſigning out teaſon! 
Perplexed and embarraſſed as it may be, 
ſince it aſſumes an air ſo magiſterial 
and decifive, let us not diſdain” to 5 
amine it by the light nee 
cated un and 1 30 r ro 

n 9100 


1 „Abe schee en uad Wed 
* ed on experience. — Previous to ex 
| perience then, the ampleſt atteſtation 
hath no influence upon the mind: Con 
petent witneſſes of any fact Whatever 
afford no ground for aſſruting to d: The 

young and unobſervant; as leaſt eps: 
rienced, muſt be of all moſt inctedulous 
moſt ſlow, and cautious" in aſſenting: 
The old and more converſant in general 
obſervation, muſt yield to teflimeny, 
with the readieſt and moſi implicit cbg 
fidence. Here then we have a principle 
of philoſophy 'direAly" eontradieted by 
the moſt obvious arid notoricus ap. 
ances in human nature. The real flute 
ws the matter is; that aun 46! conſcious. 
| of 
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of an inherent inſtinctive love of truth; 
feels an innate ſhame and confuſion at 
being detected in falſhood ; is. naturally 
diſpoſed to confide in the aſſurances of 
his fellow-creatures ; a diſpoſition not 
controuled, till repeated obſervation and 
experience have convinced him that the 
connexion: between truth and teſtimony 
is by no means invariable. But his 
utmoſt prudence and caution cannot 
deny aſſent to any teſtimony however 
circumſtanced : it leads him to weigh the 
circumſtances with a care and accuracy 
Portance of the caſe before him: and 
where no reaſonable ground of objection 
can; be detected, God hath ſo formed 
him, that he is in many inflances. as 
reſigned to teſtimony. and as powerfully 
2 bye Its in the 99 e 


8 his own 3 ue On 
this cpnſtitution of gur nature depends 


a conſiderable . human happineſs, 
10 of 
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of our knowledge civil and philoſophi- 
cal, of our ſocial nn,, diſtinQions, 
and enjoyments. 


_— 3 
1 
1438 18 


Tax the force of teſtimony in caſes ever 
ſo unuſual and unexperienced. Here we 
are indeed cautious, but it is in examin- 
ing the ſeveral circumſtances of its credi- 
bility; and when once ſatisfied in theſe, of 
little force would be the ſubduction of ten 
thouſand negative experiences (as we may 
call them) from one clear and poſitive 
proof. Aſk the naturaliſt if he at once 
rejected the firſt clear, circumſtantial, 
and well-atteſted accounts of the eleQric 
fire, becauſe the experiments of ages had 
not exhibited any ſuch appearance: or 
if he ever conſidered theſt as experi- 
ments either in oppoſition, or in favour 

of the point atteſted. We have lately 
heard the report revived that ſome of the 
ſiouthern parts of America are inhabited 
by men of a' gigantic ſiae. Suppoſe the 
fact fully atteſted: and common ſenſe 
I 3 that you would not ſtill 
| perſiſt 
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perſiſt in pronouncing it impoſſible, be- 
cauſe never proved before: or becauſe 
the race of mankind had hitherto been 


3 fou nd of our own ſtature. 


wy 


* Sorrosk again, the Stet ate 
miraculoys. They are fully proved. Still 
Ive are not to aſſent to them; for they 
eee eee as entire 
e, nen e cnperionen anttich eſta · 
liches the laws of nature Let us 
examine the import of theſe -texms, Do 
they mean, that the laws of nature have 
been ever invariably experienced to pro- 
_ ceed in the regular courſe we now ob- 
{erye, without the! leaſt deviation or 
ſuſpenſion in any time or what- 
ever? Then it is an aſſumpti / of ah 
very point to be proved: And all the 
| boaſted, ſubtilty dwindles at once into 
this puerila aſſertion. that there never 
was 2 miracle, hecauſe there never was 
98 wiraclo. Or are we' ta underſtand, 
that the ſume courſe of natural things 
Hines hath 
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bath -been experienced, in general, uni- 
form and regular? This, indeed, is all 
that can be concluded from the moſt 
denying it (which would be futile and 
ridiculous) we aſſert and ſuppoſe it. It 
is implied in the very nature of a miracle: 
There muſt be an ordinary and regular 
courſe, before we can ſuppoſe any ex- 
traordinary deviation from it; nor can 
we prove, that any appearance is really 
miraculous, unleſs it be granted that the 
general courſe of natute hath been ever 
no means inconſiſtent or contradictory. 
Contend as we may for the general uni- 
formity of nature, we do not invalidate 
te evidence of preternatural events: 
Clear as may be the evidence of theſe in 
| ſome few inſtances, the concurrent -teſ- 
timony of mankind to the courſe of 
nature remains ſtill unſhaken. In vain 
then would we oppoſe two points 
| which pand in fair agreement and con- 
be 1 nexiows } 
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nexion with each other. Torture the 
evidence of each by any fanciful opera- 
tions whatſoever, and it ſtills retains its 
full weight. Subtract the one from the 
other, and you ſubtract nothing at all. 
The m on rather fd ſtill remains en- 


80 that- the utmoſt Lubrilty proves 
ads ineffectual againſt the credibility 
of miracles, until it be proved that they 
are in | themſelves impoſſible. But I 
truſt it hath appeared clearly that the 
notion of a miracle is neither abſurd nor 
contradiQory.: That a power may be 
aſſigned ſufficient to effect it, and a 
cauſe of ſufficient dignity to juſtify the 
moſt extraordinary exertions | of that 
power. The conſequence is obvious and 
neceſſary. That miracles are, like other 
facts, the object of rational enquiry, and 
in themſelves capable of being eſtabliſhed 
ne „ es 


ite 


AND 


SERMON IE 89 

Axp here let us conſider the ſtriking 
difference between the reaſonings of our 
adverſaries, and the evidence of our 
Holy Faith. In the one is deceit, per- 
plexity, and preſumption; an outrage- 
ous defiance of the common and uncor- 
rupted notions of - mankind. © In the 
other ingenuous, plain, and ſatisfactory 
reaſoning, ſolid argument, powerful con- 
viction. Whoſo is imple, let him turn 
« in hather ſecurely,” It is 4 highway, 
« and. the wayfaring man ſhall' not err 
therein. In liſtening to the adverſary 
WE. are. confounded; - diſtracted; dark- 
ened., But the word of truth is light 
and comfort. Stand ye therefore in the 
Jo ways, and ſee and aft for the old paths, 
„ ere it theigood way, and walk therein; 


and yell fd fir par fuk” 


: U. Tuer who Jo. not affe@ ſubtilty 
and metaphyſical. perplexity, have yet 
ſome further  objeQtions againſt 


| the evidence of miracles. - They deny 
9 . hat 
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that in their nature they can be proofs 
of any doctrine; and, in the caſe of our 
Bleſſed Lord, they deny that they were 
wrought for this purpoſe. Againſt theſe 
objections of the adverſary I am now to 
arm you. They have been urged, re- 
futed, repeatedly advanced, and, for the 
fake of the lels-experienced, Soul? be 

| * 1 


Is the firſt Pe 1 is aſked, * | What 

though the Goſpel miracles be ever fo 
* credible, or ever ſo powerfully atteſted, 
yet what connexion between the 0 
© of a miracle and the truth of a 
' © trine”— This queſtion, however * 
tiouſly propoſed, will receive a f ient 
anſwer, by conſidering the pro ion 
which I am now to eftabliſh— That 
miracles, duly atteſted, may afford the 
cleareſt and moſt forcible evidence that 
1 — e s a 

teurer rome notre mar bro 
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Axn here we aſſume as granted what, 
to the utter confuſion of the gainſayer, 
hath been repeatedly demonſtrated with 
all the force of conviction, and what 
indeed appears moſt evidently from a 
ſimple appeal to the hiſtory of mankind : 

I mean, the expediency of a Divine Re- 
velation, to reſtore a fallen race to that 
degree of moral perſection in which they 
were originally created. Now, there are 
but two conceivable methods, in which 
the will of God may be poſitively re- 
vealed : either by an immediate in- 
fluence on the mind of every individual; 
or by particular teachers choſen to de- 
clare the good pleaſure of God, ſpeaking 
in his name, and veſted with his autho- 
rity. The firſt of theſe methods appears 
to us liable to objections of weight; of 
peculiar weight with thoſe who are ſo 
reluctant in aſſenting to miracles. But 
our reaſonings in ſuch matters ſeem im- 
pertinent at leaſt, if not preſumptuous. 
| — that God hath not been 
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pleaſed to diſpenſe his mercies in this 
manner. When it is alledged, that he 
bath ſpoken to us by his choſen meſ- 
ſengers, our part is no more than to 
examine the atteſtations of their miſſion, 
and when aſſured of theſe, to accept the 
glad tidings with joy and gratitude. - But 
vanity, enthuſiaſm, or ſelf-intereſt may 
tempt a man to aſſume ſuch a character 
without due authority. The diſcuſſion of 
His pretenſions is to us a point of moment; 
it requires the moſt deliberate and cau- 
tious ſerutiny. What then are the cre- 
dentials by which ſuch a meſſenger may 
— the Hat of his miſſion ? 


Ws are [Comics netted, fr to 
ee A meſſage itſelf which he de- 
livers, the general purport and tendency 
of that doctrine which he preaches in the 
name of God. But it ſeems not ſo 
certain that this mode of proceeding is 
ie | realy 
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realy ſubmitted to men's ſenſes, atten- 
tion and reverence to the Great Agent 
are powerfully excited; the manifeſtation 
of Divine power may be ſo forcible, as 
to extort an immediate acknowledgment. 
And this appears to have been the caſe 
of Nicodemus. He did not firſt weigh 
the doctrine of our Lord, and then ac- 
knowledge the authority of his works. 
From theſe he firſt inferred his authority, 

and then reſorted to him to learn his 
doctrine. And in the caſe of great 
blindneſs and ſtrong prejudice, where 
the principles and practices of mankind 
are corrupt, in vain would they be 
directed, firſt to uſe their reaſon in try- 
ing aà revealed doctrine, before they 
ſhould yield to the ſenſible demonſtration 
of Divine authority. In the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the Chriſtian world, in- 


dced, where the doctrine and its authority 


are at once laid before us, we may more 
ſecurely follow the method above pre- 
ſoribed; provided we proceed with cau- 

5 Heron 1 tion 
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tion and ingenuouſneſs, not raſhly and 
part of the doctrinal fyſtem at once, in 
defiance of its extrinſic evidence, becauſe 
conformable to our preconcerved opini- 
ons. With this caution and limitation, 
I fay, we may firſt examine whether the 
ſyſtem to which our aſſent is demanded 
as on the authority of the Infinitely Wiſe, 
and Good, and Pure, of ** the High and 
uh Or, appear plainly, certainly; 
and in its main tendency frivolous ot 
ahſurd, iniquitous or impure, repugnant 
to our natural ſentiments of good and 
evil, or. derogatory to the Divine Per- 
ſections maniſeſted in the works of na- 
tune: if fo; we ave to turn away from it 
with abhorrence, thougł all the powers of 
our integrity by figns and lying wonders. 
I on the other hand; the ſyſtem pros 
poled- appears in its general nature, 
weighty and reaſonable, juſt, pure, and 
#513 7 | benevolent, 
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—— evidently; tending. to the ge- 


gulation, improvement, and perfection 
of our nature, it den. 3 our moſt 

eien, attention. ea bog: | 

Jn 5 inteinka n A ns 
gious ſyſtem, doth not at once eſtabliſn 
its divine authority. It proves that it 
may be, not that it is immediately re- 
vealed by God. Suppoſe it to conſiſt 
merely of the precepts of natural religion 
delivered in the utmoſt purity.— I re- 
oeive it, ſaith the falſe friend. upon 
utility, its holineſs; and all thoſe qua | 
_ +, lities which announce. to man the in- 
ſtructions of ſupreme, wiſdom, and the 

*,,precepts. of i fuprems, gqodnela... Em 


« renders — I re 
_ doth, this proof amount to? That a 
teacher who aſſerts that he hath been 
immediately commiſſioned. by God to 
inſtruc, mankind, inculcates ſuch , doc- 
t Vor. I. F trines 
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tines as are entirely conſonant to the 

Lawef Nature. oth it follow that his 
ſynem is, therefofe, an actual ſolemn 
republication of that Law ? He is a wiſe 
and good man. Is he, therefore, (and 
by s parity of teaſoning, every other 
wiſe und good man) à perſon infallibly 
rected, and inveſted with the plenitude 
oF üivine authority? The flighteſt re- 

flecken will ſatisfy us, that no ſober 
reuſoner could argue thus. The ſuſpi- 
cions of mankind, on the contrary, would 
be here awakened. We are not formed 
with fuch eaſineſs of fubmiſſion, as to 
yield at once to him who aſſumes a 
character ſo exalted. While reaſon could 
_infer nothing of his immediate commiſ- 
flon; from the moral excellenèe of his 
doctrine, there would fill remain a field 


for tinfavonrable- eonjefure. Who can 
ſay but that he may pretend u divine 
| riiiffion from motives of policy : 
What aſſurance have we of his veracity 


in nr ä 
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tions as yet to be decided —And 
ſhould his ſyſtem contain ſome doctrines 
not deducible from reaſon, ſome poſi- 
tive inſtitutions which reaſon might. not 
ſuggeſt; (and ſuch may be expected i in an 

extraordinary revelation) the tendency of 
ſuch doctrines, as far as we can compre- 
hend them, may appear good and excel - 
lent: The nature and purpoſe of ſuch 
inſtitutions may be deeined wiſe and. ſa- 
lutary. But the authority on which they 
claim ONE! 3 ſtill remains to wat 
ke SR * . to . in 


the name of God, muſt give ſole ao 
friking proof that Cod ir uu fim. | 


He declares that he is more than a, good 


and wiſe man ; an inſpired and infallible 


Yd 


Prophet. The truth of ſuch a declarg- 


ton is not as yet evident, His hearers 


may indeed be. prejudiced in his favour, 


but as they cannot try the heart, ſuch 


| prejudice doth. not as yet Warrant an im- 
ann | F 2 | plicit 
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5 plieit ſubmiſſion. They naturally de- 
mand a proof of his ſincerity.” He ap- 
peals to God; and God heareth and ac- 
knowledgeth his Prophet, by enabling 
him to perform ſuch wonderful works as 
demonſtrate the divine ſupport and in- 
terpoſition. Of the being and perfections 
of the Almighty, we have plain and fen- 
fible evidence in the works of nature: 
of the authority of the law of nature, 
we have plain and ſenſible - evidence in 
the general conſtitution of things. But 
an immediate revelation of God's will 
is diſtin and different from his ordi- 
nary operations.” "Its atteſtation, there- 
fore, muſt be diflin@ and extraordinary; 
yet plain and evident, as that of any 
truth derived from natural reaſdh : and 
then we receĩve it with as firm aſſurance 
9 any ſuch truth whatever is embraced. 
The mode of feaſoning is the ſame in 
both'cafes. From the general courſe of 
the creation; wi infer the author ant 
"Tuthority or e law of nature: from the 
x: Wd Is immediate 
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immediate miraculous, diſplay of Al- 
mighty power, we infer the author and 
py of a revealed law. th. 


„A nom 1 truſt the Do bath 
been fully anſwered of the connexion 
between the truth of a miracle wrought 
and the truth of a doctrine delivered. 
They are not indeed phyſically connect- 
ed, but they are linked together by the 
indiſſoluble chain of clear and accurate 
reaſoning. The God of truth cannot 
deceive or - miſlead, his creatures. His 
power or permiſſion only can eontroul 
that courſe. of nature which depends 
upon his will. This controuling power 
is manifeſted avowedly in atteſtation of 
a doctrine which, in its nature doth 
admit and may receive ſuch atteſtation, 
As firmly, therefore, as we are aflured of 
God's moral attributes, ſo, firmly is the 
truth. of this, dodtine,, eſtabliſhed; and 
from, the reality of the miraculous inter- 


9 ann it dedyeed upon 3. maxim 1 
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I&fs evident than this, that © God 17 not 
: i ian tat he fouls be.” 200 Ki 

| Ir is ſcarcely r to ee 
chat by thus ſtating the evidence of a 
tevelation, in which we firſt | conſider 
the general nature of its doQrines, and 
then the extrinſje atteflations by which 
it is fupported, we by no means argue 
in a circle; from the truth of the docs 
| ene e che Gute ef the miracles, and 
again from the truth of theſe to that of 


the doctrine. Our progreſs- is juſt and 5 


teaſonable. We firſt conſider whether 
the doctrine be in its nature ſuch as may 
poflibly be derived from the author of 
all perfection; and when aſfured of this, 

pftoceed to poſitive” evidence, ant fairly 
enquire What are the direct manifeſta- 
tions of its divine origin. Juſt as in all 
matters of fact. We firſt enquite whe⸗ 
ther tlie thing atteſted may poſſibly be 
true. Should it. Ir at onde i f 
fiſtetit,” impoffible or abfurd, Iould it 
151 | betray 
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lenny any evident marks of falſehood, 
we immediately reject it. On the other 
hand, ſhould it ſuſtain this ſcrutiny un- 
impeached, we then proceed to examine 
the peſitive atteſtations ; ame 
is our n ditecdtet. Wild 
Bani 23.20; ot video, vs, 
bow e e e it aſlinted 
that by thus reſting the truth of a rere. 
lation on the miracles wrought in its ſup- 
port, we in effect overturn thæ Whole 
ſyſtem of Proteſtantiſm, and contradict 
all the prineiples of Reformation. A re- 
former, it ſcetns, might be fairly tuld, 
you aſſume the character of an Apoſ- 
_ © tle; you preach new interpretations of 
< ſcripture ;/-and this is to preach. a ne- 
*/ doQrine;:\to: promulge a new: revela- 
tion. Sher us then what yu your- 
< ſelves contend: to be the trac creden- 
_-< tials--of-a divine miſſion. Whatever 
anſwer may have: haen aſoribed toi him, 
a temperate and traſonable reformer 
| -mighs:think it ſuſieient- to anf thus : 
| to 42 | of, The 
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The Scriptures: aſſure me, that it is 

my duty to teach and preach with all 
boldneſs what I am convinced, upon 
the cleareſt and; beſt informed judg- 

ment, is the true word of God. 1 
_ + deliver no new Revelation, but declare 
vwhat I conceive to be the original doc- 
trines contained in theſe lively oracles. 
I riſe up againſt the inventions of man 
and the errours of later times. Judge 
ye What I ſay: compare it with the 
word delivered to us all. Try both 
my opinion and your own by that 
I difelaim all coetci ve power, all do- 
minion over the conſciences of other 
men. I am not inveſted with the au- 
thority of an inſpired: Prophet to puniſh 
the refractory: Do not then demand 
_ -<:from me the outward: figns of ſuch 
t otivtd an immediate extraordinary di- 
vine miſſion. Do not then require 
ße credentials af ſuch. a miſſion. 
r FSauch 
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_ Such an anſwer, I ſay, might be ſuffi- 
cient. Nor are we indeed to look for 
the working of miracles to aſcertain the 
ſenſe of God's written word. This were 
to give a revealed Scripture, and at the 
| fame time to controul or counteract the 
exerciſe of reaſon in the ſtudy of it. To 
our natural reaſon. is it ſubmitted ; and 
what a ſincere, diligent, unprejudiced 
enquiry "determines to be its genuine 
ſenſe is, to the enquirer, the revealed 
will of God, as it is the law by which he 
is finally to be judged. In the more im- 
portant points he is effectually ſecured 
from errour: For here, the characters are 
ſo plain, that he that runs may read. 
In matters of greater obſcurity, God re- 
quires no more than the utmoſt efforts 
of an Honeſt and a faithful mind. 


Ir 0 be the buſineſs of aer 
diſcourſe to apply this general reaſoning 
to the particular caſe of our holy Re- 
ligion, and to examine the poſitive evi- 


\\ 
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dence of thoſe miracles recorded in the 
Goſpel. And when we examine theſe 
foundations of our faith, let it ever be 
remembered that the purpoſe is not 
merely to inform the underſtanding and 
regulate the, judgment. The end of our 
labour is to enliven the affections and 
influence the conduct. That while we 
guard againſt the weakneſs of yielding 
to © every wind of dofirine,” while we 
« hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with- 
« out wavering,” we may act and live 
conformably to the . hope of our calling 
that we may receive the reward of thoſe, 
who in the midſt of * offences endure wnto 

« the end,” with ſteadfaſt faith _—_— 
form obedience LIE Yo Whodpotn nf 
£33 f 12 £1 yh Ty I A 
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, ne aneh en one 
Sag B. N for no man can do theſe 
" miracles that thou doeft, except . be 
ee | 


Tas propriety of "this condlufion 1 
have formerly endeavoured to explain. 


T examined thoſe reaſonings which affect 
to demonſtrate the impoſſibility of any 
miraculous interpoſitions of the Almighty 
power. I truſt it hath appeared that 
weh interpoſitions are neither impoſſible 
90 A ER to 
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to be ſuppoſed, nor incapable. of 3 
proved: And that, when duly proved, 
they may afford the cleareſt and moſt 
forcible evidence that the perſon by 
whom they are wrought is really a 
« teacher come from God.” | 


> 


IAM now to proceed to the particular 
caſo of the Goſpel-miracles.—And befęre 
we examine the extrinſic evidence by 
which theſe are eſtabliſhed, the reaſon- 
ings of the adverſary oblige us to con- 
ſider the works themſelves recorded in 
the New Teſtament: ſo as to be aſſured 
ſtom their nature and their circumſtan- 
ces, that they were the works of God 
himſelf, the effects of his power, and the 
ee eee Surat I. 


11 is declared. in cet 8 he 
at a time, and in a place, of general 
expectation of a perſonage great in his 
power, and extraordinary in his endow- 
ments, a perſon did appear praiſing: to 

— 0 
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be ſent from Heaven, the promiſed 
Teacher and Saviour of mankind. His 
worldly ſtate was lowly; but his going 
forth was in the moſt ſtupendous mani- 
feſtations, both of wiſdom and of might. 
The whole ſyſtem of natural things ap- 
peared ſubject to his controul. The 
firſt and leaſt of his public works was 
an inſtantaneous change of water into 
wine, without any application or ſenſible 
interpoſition. He proceeded,” with a 
word or with a touch, to heal all man- 
ner of diſeaſes, however inveterate, or 
incurable by human means, effeQually, 
perfectly, and inſtantly. Lepers were at 
once made clean: The lame, the maim- 
ed, and the paralytic, aroſe and walked 
in full ſtrength and agility: The blind, 
even from the womb, regained their 
perfect ſight: He commanded the wither- 
ed limb to be ſtretehed out, and at once 
it received its original power. The ſpi- 
rit of fury and madneſs was at once 
Ry and reaſon perfectly re-eſta- 
bliſhed. 


— 
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bliſned. The woman who had been 
waſted twelve years. by her infirmity, 
was compleatly healed, when ſhe had 
but touched his garment. He declared 
thoſe. whole who lay  languiſhing at a 


diſtance from him; and at the time of 


his declaration they were reſtored: He 
ſent forth diſciples, who in his name 
were-enabled. to perform the like acts of 
power and benevolence: He command- 
ed the winds, and they were ſtill: He 
rebuked the waves, and they were ſtay- 
ed. At his will a few loaves and fiſhes 
multiplied under the hands of his atten- 
dants, ſo as to feed four or five thou- 
ſand perſons to the full, and to leave 
fragments in abundance much greater 
than the original proviſion. He raiſed 
the ruler's daughter to new life, who 
had expired before his arrival, the wi- 
dow's ſon who was on the point of in- 
terment, and Lazarus who had lain four 
—* in the ae Theſe ere 
ba, avi for mnt t 5 eee 
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works were continued for a length of 
time; performed in various places, on 
a vaſt variety of objects, without failute 
or delay in any one intended effect; 
generally, in public places and crowded 
aſſemblies; oftentimes in preſence of bit- 


5 ter enemies, who ſaw, examined, and 


were e to e eee them. 


A sraANoER to the ſacred records 


might ſuſpect theſe things to be ſuggeſted 
by faney, or artfully exaggerated: yet 
they are but ſome part of the natural 
unadorned declarations of our ſeripture. 
Add to theſe the miracles of knowledge 
which our Lord diſplayed. He diſcern- 
ed the fpirits and ſecret thoughts of man: 
_ foretold the defection of a difciple ſeems 
ingly the moſt zealous i in his attachment, 
and this diftinaly and circumſtantially 
pointed out the perſon who ſhould be- 
tray him; deſcribed his own futute ſuf- 
ferings arid death, the treatment his fol- 
ONE to expect, and the judg- 


ment 
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ment that awaited. his murderers ; and 


appealed to his reſurrection as the final. 
and deciſive proof of his divine miſſion. 
And he did riſe from the grave at the 
time foretold ; con verſed many days with 
his djſciples, aſcended viſibly into Hea- 
ven; poured the holy ſpirit upon his im- 
_ mediate followers, according to his pro- 
miſe, thus enabling them in a moment 
to ſpeak a variety of languages they 
AYE. learned, and to perform in his 
name ſuch ſigns and wonders, as he 
bin had wrought in the courts of his 
miniſtry; On the bare impoſition of 
their hands were the like gifts and pow- 
eis communicated to new converts. And 
thus the word, preached by theſe men, 
— name of Jeſus, grew and ;prevail- 
ed, againſt the prejudices, the "—_ 
and the intereſts of mankind. 
+ bu eee 7495 
ITS gien gl miracles it is on which 
we reſt our cauſe. Nor are we at all 
nee to diſcuſs thoſe cavilling ob- 
jections 
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jections we ſometimes hear of oppoſite 
miracles wrought in different or oppoſite 
religious ſyſtems. Not one of thoſe 
whoſe divinity we deny ever aſſumed, 
ever appealed to any ſuch atteſtation, 
any thing approaching, any thing that 
bears the leaſt reſemblance to what hath 
no been exhibited : a diſpenſation truly 
great, auguſt, and gracious; where the 
nature and circumſtances of the works 
performed, their immediate intention, 
and their final purpoſe; all conſpire in 
| diſplaying the agehey of God. A point 
which we might reſt upon the bare de- 
tail, but that the induſtry and obſtinacy 
us to proceed to à moro particular exa- 
mination of the characters of theſe 
Woh * 2 oben iaclder Li 
vr ewrilennay wad. yy tired bo 
Aus firſt, it ſhopld. ſetm, that there 
were little need to prd ve that the works 
nom recited” wete* readily! ſuperiour and 
tepugnant to the courſe of naturalithings, N 

Vol. I. 8 or, 
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or, What is generally called, really mira- 
eulous. Vet of this, the diſputer tells 
us, we can never be aſſured. The 
< diſcoveries,” faith he, continually 
making in the laws of nature; thoſe 
* which probably ſhall yet be made; the 
*: progreſs of human induſtry, paſt, pre- 
< ſent, and future; and the different li- 


mits which men aſſign to the ſeries of 


tain theſe limits. But a miracle, to be 


wan to aſſure himſelf that any given 
+ fact whatever is realhy müräculous— 


natural poſſibilities, as they are more 
Lor le enlightened, all prove that we 


do by no means know nor can aſcer- 


— ne maensend dem- W- 


This reaſoning, frivolous as it may be 


deemed, hath yet been thought worthy 


I 


of being adopted, repeated, and enforced. 


I hall therefbre treat it with more at- 
tention than petihepe-16 Hath/as” yet re- 


ceived! at: 36 at rf oy Janz, 


60 Laer 
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Ir is allowed then that the gradual 
progreſs of knowledge hath pointed out 
the natural ſolution of ſeveral appear- 
ances, which to an unenlightened age 
and people might appear miraculous. 
A man ſkilled in mechanicks, acquaint- 


e with che magnet or the cledrie fire, 
verſed in the experiments and proceſſes 


of the chemical art, might, in a crowd 
of ſavages, or perhaps in a congregation 
of ignorant Popiſh bigots, eaſily paſs for 


ſomething more than human. But a 


rational witneſs of ſuch works, though 


a ſtranger to their ſecret proceſs and 
contrivance, might naturally obſerve, 
FTheſe things, indeed, are wonderful : 
they ſurpriſe and confound us; but the 


power operating here is not diſplayed 


+! without ſome: preparation, ſome ma- 


nagement, ſome application of natural 


bodies. The effects me produced but 
tat ſome particular times, not always 
n the ſame preciſe manner, the ſame 
degree of perfection. Theſe effecis are 
70 G 2 fo. INE 
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of one, or of a few particular kinds 

reſembling each other, and confined 
in their extent, But the power of 
God acts without intervention, in- 
ſtantly, conſummately, and extenſi ve- 
Ay; ſo as to controul nature in its or- 
* dinary and plaineſt operations, fami- 
liar and obvious to the meaneſt equally 
with the wiſeſt; and not confined to 
the production of natural effects in an 
++ unuſual G gh GARE 
$ IC. ace, ann! 32050 
-Tzvs, I ay, eight A reaſoniable though 

cock obſerver argue. And accord- 
_ ingly;> the accounts of ſuch works, if 
die tranſmitted to the more informed 
ſition. Here ſuch works ate; fcarcely 
unuſual; much leſs unaceountable by 


natural cauſes. Not like the works of 


God; theſe neither time, not knowledge, 
nor repeated ſorutiny, hath ever in the 
leaſt impeached; ever produced effects 
eto emulate them.; ever aſſigned a cauſe 


10 | 2 3) | or 
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or ſolution of them, other than an im- 
mediate N n of 1 power. as. 


ef! LEND 

** like ene in * n att 
of healing, induſtry and accident may 
have produced many wonderful diſco: 


veries. Diſeaſes mgy, have been cared 
| with unuſual facility and ſpeed. 0 Vet 


ſtill the operation of natural cauſes! re- 
mains evident to be traced, however for- 
cible and rapid in its progreſs. Leſs dan- 
gerous affections may be ſoon removed 


| _— the application of ſome active medi- 


But in any caſes more inveterate 


44 alarming, careful preparation bes 


comes neceſſary, a diligent and accurate 
uſe of means, a patient expectation of 
ſucceſs, | The change wrought in the 
diſtempered frame is gradual, frequently 
imperfect ; the effect is different in dif- 
ferent ſubjeQs, ſometimes entirely fail- 


ing, in deſpight of human kill and ſa- 


gacity. And where hath that medicine 
un found adapted to the cure of 4 
gez manner 


„ sr AMO 
A munner of infirmities ?” Had the eager 
and intereſted enquiries of ages produced 
any ſuch, ſtill it never could aſſume a 
preternatural appearance, unleſs, admi- 


Hiſtered imperceptibly, it were to operate 
in every cafe alike, in every caſe per- 


fealy, in every cafe inſtantaneouſſy; 
which they who are at all acquainted 


with the animal conflitution will ac- 
| Hy: to WG phyScaly impoſ- 


= ee means 7 WE 1 N 
to reſtore thoſe who apparently were 


> dead. · But the operations are laborious, 


gradual, critical, and precarious. Never 
was it known ot heatd' that à perſon in 
this ſtate; on any of the uſual applica- 
_ tions- inflantly aroſe and enjoyed his 
8 perfect health. Perſons ſcemingly dead 

may alſo ha ve revived without aſſiſtance. 


Baut no man hath been found ſo ſlcilful 


us repeatedly to diſcover the happy mo- 
ment of their reſtoration, before the ap- 


N pearance 
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pearanoe of its natural ſigns, ſo that at 
his touch or his command, they ſhould 
at once ariſe, and ariſe to perfect life 
and health. Let him conceal his know- 
ledge. of thoſe natural figns which are 
leſs apparent to the vulgar; let him 
chuſe the moſt favourable moment to 
pronounce his magiſterial word; the ex- 
pected effect muſt on ſeveral trials be 
frequently delayed; human means muſt 
be employed to accelerate and enforce 
it; time and patient care alone can per. 
fect the recovery; ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhable are the powers of nature, 
(though we ſuppoſe them greater than 
experience hath ever warranted)" from 


pic $005 eres ar Sas 
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1 al me Adee _ e diſ- 

puter, which ſhall remain ſo, whatever 
may be diſcovered in nature and its 
powers univerſally, in all times and 
n all places Behold then, we give 
| maker miracles, which, after all the im- 


provements 
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- provements-:of | knowledge, all the .cri- 
tieal and even malignant examination 


of thoſe, who: are well acquainted, with 
the operations of natural cauſes, have 
for more than ſeventeen hundred years, 
in all places, and to all perſons, the 
vulgar and the learned alike, approved 
themſelves evidently and illuftrioully ; 
and declared the power that wrought 
them, in a language too uk to be wif 
taken, Dis imo ole 
1750 Arg 911018 9189 $::5:5 5 Took 
Ver, hot caries, at leaſt — © fi 
! till he urges, + Do we know 
hat diſcoveries may yet be made? 
What important ſecrets lie within the 
f ſphere of natural cauſes? Can we aſſigu 
the extent and limits of theſe! Gauſes? 
By no means! nor is it neceſſary that 
we ſhould. For we know, what diſco- 
veries cannot yet be made; what cannot | 
lie within the ſphere of natural cauſes, 
what events are not and cannot be within 
their wot, And this is ſufficient to 
231 nga 
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| diſtinguiſh faQs really miraculous from 
ſuch as may be b by, natural 


means. nt [0414588 


in 001 be. tp; determine open aleo 
able grounds of probability, we may, 
from what | hath. hitherto. appeared in 
the progreſs: of human knowledge, prox 
nounce with good aſſurance, that the 
diſcoveries, yet to be made cannot be ſo 
tranſcendent, in kind or in extent, as 
to ſink us into a ſtate of very great com- 
parative ignorance. But let the induſ- 
try and ſagacity of man be exerted with 
ever ſuch aſtoniſhing ſucceſs; ſtill there 
is nothing more common in every hu- 
man art, than to point out thoſe parti- 
cular objects which, it never can attain; 
and this, with a certainty founded, * 

18; very, nature and principles. 
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Tux phyſician, for example, proves 
from the animal cxconomy, that there are 


maladies abſolutely incurable by nature. 
Fl | : 


9% SERMON ut 
He inſtances in the caſe of blindneſs 


from the womb; where the diſorder 
ariſes not from caſual obſtruction, but 
an original defect to be ſupplied only 
by a creative power. He inſtances in 
the caſe of a limb dried up and withered, 
from which the nerves and veſſels are 
abſolutely cut off, and which cannot be 
reflored ; no more than the whole frame 
can be made to live again by any na- 
tara} power. He pronounces, in like 
manner, upon the caſe of a woman ex- 
hauſted for twelve years by à flux of 
blood: on that of one bowed don by 
her infirmity for eighteen years, in which 
period the muſcular fibres of the loins 
muſt have become incurably rigid and 
contraQed. — But let us ſuppoſe the 
reaſonings of theſe men not ſtrictly 
ſcientific ; and that it is but higlily im- 
probable that ſuch inveterate diſorders 
enn be remedied by human means. It 
muſt then be vaſtly” more improbable, 
that any means can be deviſed to diſpel 


311 them 
* Vid. Meade's Med. Sacre. 
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them i in a ſhort time, a day, an hour, a 
minute. Still vaſtly more improbable 
again, that the application of ordinary 
ſubſtances, evidently of no force or expe- 
rienced efficacy, ſhould at all ſubdue them 
though tried for years and ages: that 
they ſhould at once ſubdue them, utterly 
incredible, evidently beyond the bounds 
of natural poſſibilities. But when with- 
out any material application whatſoever, 
thoſe Who labour under them, and not 
thoſe alone, but wretches afflicted with 
all the various maladies to which hu- 
manity is expoſed, are with 'a gracious 
dignity commanded to be whole, and 
at once are whole; that underſtanding 
muſt be brutally darkened, and that 
heart obſtinately hardened, that do not 
ſde he confeſs a 3 . to 
Mahr. n 


978 wot f1 e. I pF 7 | 
' Tv other inſtaners again we can with 
ec! confidence pronounce of ſome 
be. that they ate not, nor can be 


within 
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within the bounds of nature; although 
we know not every effect which may be 
included within theſe bounds. The man 
poſſeſſed with magnificent expectations of 
future diſcoveries. and improvements in 
natural knowledge may amuſe himſelf 
with the ſuppoſition, that a Philoſopher | 
of ſome diſtant. age may find means of 
raiſing ſome degree of local agitation in 
our air or waters. But the firſt and moſt 
evident principles of bis. ſcience aſſure 
him that it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe 
that the power of man ſhould ever quiet 
ihe tempeſt and allay the raging waves, 
in a moment. Whatever be his opinions 
of the extent of natural powers, he muſt 
aſſuredly pronounce, that there is no 
natural creative power; chat 0 nätural 
means can ever be diſcovered of multi- 
plying five loa ves and two fiſhes into a 
more than competent proviſion for five 
thouſand perſons. He knows aſſuredly 
that: no artificial arrangement, no modi- 


fication * material things, yet to be dif- 
At 5 | covered, 
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covered, can re- unite the ſpirit with this 
earthly tabernacle Experience hath 
taught him that deaths and diſeaſes may 
be ſudden. But he never could ſuſpect, 


that man ſhould ever inveſtigate the 
means of inflicting deaths or diſeaſes by 
a word: for this were to ſuppoſe that an 
effect might naturally be produced, with- 
out an adequate natural cauſe. — He 
knows that ſome men learn ſtrange lan- 
guages with peculiar facility. But that 
-a number of men ſhould, in a moment, 
be enabled to converſe in a variety of 
languages which they had never learn 
ed, perhaps never heard; that on their 
touch the ſame ſtupendous knowledge 
ſhould be immediately conveyed to 
others, and by. them again to others in 
| | ſucceſſion ; ; theſe are events manifeſtly 
underivable from any powers of nature. 
To attempt to prove it, were as ridicu- 
lows, as to o doubt, or to deny it . 
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- | SyrrosING then the :Goſpel-miracles 
to have been fairly related and atteſted, 
(a matter to be hereafter diſtinctly con- 
fidered) we ſee the weakneſs and inſuf- 
ficiency of vague ſuppoſitions and ſcep- 
tical ſuggeſtions, againſt the plain detail 
of actions not merely unaccountable 
upon any principles of nature yet dif 
covered, but evidently repugnant and 
contradictory to the moſt obvious prin- 


.  *ciples-of nature, and evidently. diſcover- 


ing 2 dominion and controul over the 
courſe of this world: 108033 


" Avy here, by the v way, we may obſerve 
the advantage with which we argue, by 
f "refling our defence upon | the whole ſeries 
of wonderful works recorded i in the New 
Teſtament with all their circuthſtances 
and conſequences. 1 dare not affirm but 
that one ſingle miracle may be ſo circum- 
"Ranced as to afford ample conviction, to 
an ingenuous and rational enquirer. But 
a great number and variety of ſuch 
works continued for a long — united. 
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as it were, into one ſyſtem, and all co- ope- 
rating to one great purpoſe, muſt be. ac- 
knowledged infinitely more forcible. 
Here, the ſeveral particular events ex- 
plain, ſupport, and enforce each. other. 
If perverſe ingenuity. ſhould be able to 
hang the leaſt ſuſpicion upon one, others 
are Exhibited to efface it utterly. Thus, 
were it urged, that the force of imagi- 
nation might have operated on the wo- 
man who preſſed through the crowd to 
touch the garment of our Lord; we pro- 
duce the like inſtances of his power, 
where no ſuch force could poſſibly have 
operated, where there was no previous 
-perſuaſion of his efficacy, no knowledge 
of him, no application for relief, - nay, 
where the relief was granted at his word 
to a diſtant/ perſon. If it be wantonly 
been the vehicles of ſome active medi- 
eine fitted to the eaſe of blindneſs; ex- 
travagant at the ſuggeſtion is, we give it 
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mand. If a ſuſpicion be pretended, that 
the Ruler's daughter whom he raiſed 
had not really been dead, we have this 
inſtance of his power confirmed by that 
of the Widow's Son whom he inſtantly 
reſtored when on the way to his inter- 
ment: this again, by the caſe of Lazarus, 
who had lain in the grave even to a ſtate 
of putrefaction: and this again, by our 
Lord's on ſtupendous triumph over 
death. And if ſome one inſtance of his 
power ſnould not at once ſtrike us with 
thoſe characters of greatneſs and good- 
neſs ſtrongly impreſſed upon the ſyſtem 
at large, we have the advantage of ac- 
counting fot it (even though the diffi- 
culty were not conquerable by attention 
and eloſe inſpeclion) as candour directs us 
to aceount for a particular obſcurity in 
ſome fublime and admirable writer of a 
diſtant age; from our own remoteneſs of 
ſituation, from our unavoidable igno- 


de circumſtances and particular 
20 0  proprietics. 
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proprieties. And little would be: the 
critics praiſe, in either caſe, who ſhould 
diſregard the general tenour of the work 
its chataQter, from my apparent. or 
| 3 2 3 „ 46204, Fiat 
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2 2 this, hed; of ſtating the 

evidence of Goſpel - miracles we alſo avoid 
 the/ neceſſity, of dwelling | particularly 
geſted,” that works may be wrought; by 
evil ſpirits ſurpaſſing all the works of 
nature, and con ſequently ſuch ad muſt 
be deemed miraculous. The mitacles to 
which we appeal are evidently of that 
kind, that tendency, and purpoſe, Which 
exclude all ſuſpicion of the agency of 
ſuch. beings. Some of them, it is vi- 
dent, ſurpaſs their powerd. We know 
in whoſe hands alone are the iſſues of 
life and death: We know in whom 
alone is the power of areation. And 


ee eee 
ale. I. H dae 


% SERMON m 


are not beyond their fphere of action; 
theowonders. of evil ſpirits, we aft cer- 
tiny muſt be malicious, or at beſt fan- 
taſtical; not the eſſacts of goodneſs and 
compaſſion... Nor could they labour to 
ſubvert their own dominion, (28s our 
Lord himſelf deigned to obſerve) and to 
eſtabliſhi a religion of purity and good- 
neſs Wherever- they may have been, 
have ever borne, (muſt ever bear, ſuch 
evident mars of inferiority as to dif- 
* G If the Egyptian  Sorcerers 
wmought by them, they were controul- 
bled- pn e — of: N 
9 * . to pſa. 
If Elymas was their agent, the Apoſtle 
_ctabled to tthumph ang ſo- 
\ H mae; d 
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lemnly over their power. And were it 
neoeſſary to aſcribe the lying woriders of 
later times to their influence, theſe are 
too impotent and futile not to be at once 
diſtinguiſhable from the leaſt of God's 
works, Nor can we entertain the ſlighteſt 
apprehenſion, that he will ever give his 
glory to another, or inveſt the enemy 
with thoſe. illuſtrious characters of his 
authority and might, which would be- 
tray his creatures into inevitable de- 
1 et er A 


1 


Y ene deniiing: "0 8 

objection which ſeems to have no real 
weight with thoſe vrho urge it, I now 
aſſume as evident, that the wonderful 
works: performed by our Lord, and in 
his name, indicate a power ſuperiour to 
nature and its operations: ſuperiour, and 
In their "purpoſe repugnant, to that of 
any evil and malicious agent, how po. 
orful ſoc ver; and therefore that they ma- 
Dar the immediate extraordinary inter- 
r poſition 
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poſition of God. So that no man could 
have done theſe works, except C 
were' <> with fm, And this is the 
great character neceſiary to render theſe 
Miracles a ſolid bee pg ge our 
rn SDA d 
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ſtandes and characters of this evidence 
Mill to be conſidered. INE fn 1 

hn drei oni 2 0 «it 
Tun works recited are not be 
themſelves a ſufficient teſtimony ; but 
were wrought and appealed to formally 
and expreſsly, as the teſtimony: of God 
tos the miſſion of dur Lord and bis. dif- 
ciples. Of this, if oflany point, we 
hae full, dear, repeated aſſurinces in 
_theNew Teſtam ent. 
n HH dener gον,i br so1urea 
W find. our Lord folemply appeal- 
ingqto- his Worles, as . beunint witneſs 
+++thet tir father lud ſent him; tequir- 
ingna belief in bim for ſuis uery war is 
noitftog e-H « ſake,” 
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e ſale: ; pronouncing a dreadful woe 
upon thoſe people who obſtinately teſiſt- 
ed the evidence of thoſe . mighty. works,” 
which muſt have influenced Tyte, Sidon, 
and Sodom; pointing out his miracles to 
the diſciples of John, as the principle 
whence they, and all reaſunable witneſ- 
ſes, were to determine am his characters; 
declaring to the Jens, , I de not ul 
ene . . Fathers! believe me not, 
but if Ido, houghrye helieve mat n, 
though you have no segard te my per- 
ſon or my doctrine, yet, Heliéve the 
£4 works , that 38. m Fnow and believe 
Lamothe, father, is in me, and I in 
hinz and xepreſenting the rejection of 
this eyidence, as their; great guilt. . 
I had not die among! them: the works, 
d auſticſh none other, man: did, they had not = 
be: Aud hin; but now; they have both: ſeen, and 
$,; hatedi both me and 1 faul In 
like manner we ate aſſured, A ile Lord 
gau tei ta the Apoſſles, by 
75 8 10 ay 
obo! | et 4 
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%by theit hands that he . bare then 
ng dork "with fut and wonders, 
* diver/s ' mnirubles | art] fs > do * 
*: Hoh Ch 19% Hut ay Nun | | 
Fe id 310 QAO ; ME 
In vain then eee 4 Kit 
from reſting the truth of his/doarine on 
the evidence of his works, dor Lord had 
Picxwhel Bis doArine and oolieaed his 
diſciples, before ho wrought any mirnele; 
an aſſertion not mereiy gronndleſs, but 
ropugnamt to the tenour of the evangeliſls. 
Before" his public appearance, his power 
muſt have been manifeſted to theſe a- 
round him; elſe, at the marriage of Cana, 
his mother eould net have addreſſed 
berlelf te hang ch ſupply dhe profent 
want of her kinse. the Wits pointed 
_ out io the Baptiſt by a miraculous de- 
*lariition ef lis perſon and authority. 
They Wo were feſt to receive him, 
received him upon the evidenet of bhis 
"dechirdtivn; and were inftuntly witneſſes 
_ "of hiv own miragulous power ot Kno- 
_=* | ledge; 
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tedge: and we arc aſſured that their be · 
of Cana. He called thoſr who by thłir 
fituation had been nneſſes of bis works. 
They don tinned vitneſſes of them before 
he made a ſolema appointment of the 
Twelve; ui they remained with kim 2 
in his name, for the confirmation of 
their own faith as well as that of others. 
The dodtine and the ic ſtimomy wore 
thus infeparably an ah ropes 
-mozethee; 2001591 2077 tort lo os 
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bathe who yielded to N of this 
teſtimony, Who in deſpight uf former 
prejudices and opinions believed in lim 
for his *+wery, works” Jake,” were com- 
mended and rewarded, A firm wliance 
den his power as the hbbwer ef God a 
ion, grounded oh the teſti mory ef Hrs 
 ( Lover work, are ſotuætümes ſuid- to be 
212. the | 


era = are * | That faith 
called upon them to profeſa, for the edi- 
| fication of thoſe around him. But theſe 


and ſuch like inſtances, in Which it 


evidently appears that the faith approved 
or required vas founded on the evidence 
of his miracles, are vainly urged to ſhew 
chat faith, and profeſſion of his doctrine, 
were ever demanded previqus to any 

manifeſtation of his miraculous power; 
when; we find this power manifeſted in 
the relief of various perſons who! made 

no ſuch profeſſion; who were ſtrangers 


A eee and character, Who had 


-no: reliance; on hie power z not were at 
anne miracles e 
- IG $1438 Bos bree id t 
Bur 1 hehfarved tie the next 
place, that in this ſtupendous diſpenſa- 
tion, a8 in all thoſe of Gods: moral go- 
vernment, man was ſtill left to his rea- 
ſon and his freedom. The ingenuous, 
244 the 


e 
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2 ne and the humble, had every 
aſſurance of the truth that ingenuouſ- 
e and humility could re- 
quite; but the evidence was not ob- 
reject it; nor was every. perverſe , de- 
mand, every utireaſonable ſuggeſtion of 
pride, malice, and obſtinacy, gratified at 
once. Thus, our Lord's kinsfolk deſ- 
piſed his doctrine, and were unaffected 
by ſuch evidence of his power as they 
had already received. In Nazareth, 
mil worte; or, as St. Mark ex- 
preſſes it, r could: do no mighty: works, 
A becauſe. of their unbelief: he did not, 
and could not conſiſtently with the views 
rn, wiſdom, perſiſt in enforcing 
miraculous atteſtations of his miſſion 
2 who received them with ſcorn 
and averſion. Thus, when the noble- 
— _- Lord men ow" 
re will wer at Not that 
mort | he. 
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teſtimony of works at all; or that he 
_ condemned the con ſtruing his acts of be- 
at volence into atteſtations of his miſſion: 
but that he condemned the not accept- 
ing, us à ſufficient atteſtation, thoſe in- 
_ Mances of his power which he had al- 
ready diſplayed, and which had occa- 

Some the preſent! application for his 
to a reaſonable conviction which pre- 
_famptuouſly waited for: the moſt aſto- 


niſhing aud irreſiſtible 4wpreflions upon 


4he ſenſes. Tet, far from previduſly de- 
manding an implicit faith, he Wuch- 
ſaſed, in the preſent caſe; to the Yoobting 
And ite h of heart to believe; a ma- 
nifeflation of his power, greater far than 
nud been deſired or | conceived: Thus 
_ -and/maliciouſly aſcribed his miracles to 
_ . the power of the Devil, und aſſeded 10 
require other demonſtratidnt of the truth, 
ſome immediate miraculous declaration 
2 from 
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ben Heaven in his favour; he pro- 
nounces that their unreaſonable demand 
ſhould//not be gratified in the manner 
they had preſumed to preſcribe. Vet 
tion thould finally be left without ex+ 
cuſe, by one laſt ſtupendous evidence, 
me . e f the | prophet - Jonah." Lie, 
when he had been three. days in the 
whale's belly, approved himſelf a real 
prophet to the Ninevites, by his mira 
culous preſervation ; ſo che Sn Man” 
was to be approved by continuing three 
days W under the dominion We 


e * 26401859 N "A | Te 144 LIC 
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hat: power was abſolutely un- 
allayed- by. the leaft mixture of oſtenta- 
founding or overpowering; it was not 
introduced with magnificent promiſes of 

is on, dr of thoſe connected with him, 
nor attended with pompous exultation, 
asm but 
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but was meek; humble, and tenipexate. 
When the wonders W be 3 had made 
28, threatened: ene ha: peace of 
ſociety; the great agent retired from the 
praiſt of men. When they had exci ted 
the malice of his enemies, he ayozded, 
inſtead. of miraculouſſy ſubduing their 
ai moſity. He repeatedly commanded 
they Had. tell: 20 man; where an 
imtiediate declaration of the miracle 
might have! provoked: his enemies, or 
_ ctfariſported: hie adherents. into ſuch a 
conduct as threatened to interrupt the 
ordinary courſe of his miniſtry. And 
the very. manier of performing ſome of 
the temper and diſpoſition of, thoſe 
| around: him, SAP WORRY 0 40 netbri oo} 
15, 29igg0n; nm Rioydta1 , bout 
oſſered into one point. The ſeries of 
rd | miracles 
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miracles: recorded in the New Teſtament 
bear the plaineſt marks of Divine power, 
goodneſs, and wiſdom. They were 
wrought with every circumſtance! of 
truth and credibility, and with the moſt 
awful and amiable conjunction of dig- 
nity and humility, condeſcenſion and 
authority. If it de ſtill doubted 'whe- 
ther ſuch a courſe of works be à ſuffici- 
and miſſion, or whether his expreſs and 
7 repeated appeal to them Was juſt and 
roaſonable; at leaſt it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that God ax reveal his will to 
man: and that he cx impreſs» the 
marks of his authority upon this revela- 
tion. Let man, then, exalt his thoughts 
and! ſtretch: every faulty within bim to 
the utmoſt; and let him ſay how the 
Divine agency could be manifeſted clear- 
ly and forcibly, yet ſo as not lo deſtroy 
mana liberty, nor confound his faculties. 
We aſſert, (and we rely upon the ex- 
periment for the truth of our aſſertion) 
Poiqmi that 
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that the heart of man cannot conceive 
a manifeſtation of the Divine agency 
more clear, more forcible; more ſuited 
to the nature both: of God and man, 
than that courſe of miracles to which we 
appeal. If it then be doubifal, whe- 
ther theſe were really the works of God, 
the ſame doubt, at leaſt, muſt be en- 
tertained in any other conceivable: caſe. 
So that the impious conſequences are 
theſe: God cannot 'manifeſt his imme- 
diate agency. 'He cannot bear teſtimony 
to any meſſenger of his will. He hath 
ſuffered his ſacred name to be uſurped; 
ſo at to involve his creatures in an 
errour in voluntary, a temptation unavoid- 
able; and this, in à matter of the ut- 
moſt moment to mop bm preg ene 


582 5 5 his holy — 775 Nö c 
Minen 50 Ki 5 0 
Bald this the pride of ebjbiile ies 


all its/gevidtions unit perplexed Windings 
from the path of plain'reaſon; ſinks at 


. the gloom of abſurdity” and 
impiety. 
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mpiety. Odious in its progreſs, yet 
ſometimes neceſſary to be traced diſtinct- 
ly. The ſubject before us is, indeed, of 
ſuch importance as warrants, nay de- 
mands the cloſeſt and minuteſt inſpec- 
tion on our part. Numberleſs are the 
difficulties with which the gainſayer 
hath attempted to perplex it. I have 
endeavoured to aſſiſt your refleQions, 
and to lead you to that juſt view of it, 
which, by God's gracious aſſiſtance, . ſhall 
guard you againſt his ſubtilty. I ſhall 
proceed yet further, on ſome future oc- 
cafion, to lay before you a ſummary of 
that extrinſic evidence, by which we are 
aſſured that theſe wonderful works were 
really wrought, as they have been now 
ſtated and ſuppoſed. * 


* The diſcourſe * promiſed does not 
- appear among Dr. Lelands papers. 
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The Humiliation of our Wadi E reaſo=' 
4 nable Obgettion to his Droine Miſion. 
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ut thus man this win: and theſs' 
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* ich Pat DIR >: SWAG SSL 
Nene the moment that the gteat 
Saviour of the world firſt entered on the 
work of his miniſtry, the atteſtations 
of his diyine miſſion Were *upparcatly” 
ireſiftible,” His life was Holy and bene” 
volent, his wiſdom and his works ſtu- 


Wonen pen dm pendeus7 
al it | Hired 
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xndous: But his ſtate of life was lowly, 


and his general appearance utterly re- 
pugnant to their groſs conceptions who 
look for worldly eminence and * 


in eee eee dame 


N N ö 


Tas Prophet were in | ths binds af 
his countrymen, mh. them they might 
_ that the Meſſiah was to be with- 

** out form or .comelineſs ; Ae and re- 
4 fed of nen; 4 man man of ſorrout, and 
«© acquainted with grief” But in them 
they alſo read that the government 
£ufhoudd de called, wohderfal;- counſellor 
tie mighty God; the everlaſling. father ; 
« the prince of ow” and that of 
4,the ger caſe; of - tus there 
Maud be us end, on the "throne » of 
Y eu ; and upon: his kingdom, to order 
Ant and lo eſlabliſi it, with judgment, 
«4nd with Juſtrce,.. from » henceforth | even 
reer. Faſſeſſed with woſe ideas . 
of oatiial pomp, erroneouſly deduced from 
«LEE 1 ſuch 
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ſuch deſcriptions, they were aſhamed of 
i the carpenter's fon.” His kinsfolk and | 
| acquaintance Were indifferent to his wiſ- 


* they had been witneſſes of the mean- 
neſs of his birth. His reputed parents 
| lived in poyerty, and the place of his na- 
tivity had even become a Ned h 
e of contem bb... 


14w7 of 
> = > 


Dar / 


Bur it! is not theſe [rot ae Galileans 
only, who, have been, thus Jaw, of 
« heart to believe all that the prophets have 
F. Halen; to compare their declatations 
with the circumſtances of our Lord's ap- 
pearance, and to draw the true conclu- 
ſion from that ſingular union of abaſe- 
ment and exaltation, which formed. his 
character. The ſame prejudice hath, been 
always entertained J at leaſt the ſame oh- 
jeftion 755 appearance h hath been ever. 
urged, . 
the Goſpel, down. to our n times. 


* pride e ainſa yer We! 


rom the earlieſt " oppoſition, 40 | 


Tv. 
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ſhired* with his corruption, and tavght 
"> Him to reject the Saviour who came di- 
veſted of all wotldly dignity ; who lived 
in poverty and ſorrow, wy died in ig- 
nominious torture. 
841 MT 
"Were it fifficient to enlarge” on the 
unreaſonableneſs of ſuch prejudices, it is 
obvious to obſerve that theſe notions of 
worldly maghificence are really mean 
and ſordid; and that our Lord's ap- 
peltunce had that feal and intrinſic 
greatnefs, which by infinite degrees tranſ- 
'cends all thät was ever known or heard, 
ll that can be imagined, of human 
"power and glory.” If, at his birth, this 
Fee of peace was: depoſited ji man- 
ger, yet” his birth was reli phe 
-miltitiides '6f the heavenly hoſt: Fs 
"the eaſtern {ages were conducted by his 
"far, to adore the infant of this hum- 
ble Habitätiän. If he was not attend- 
7 obſequious crowds, and 4 gorgeous 


ain, * angels Adrainiffered' to him. 
boſe If 
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If the voice of homage was not loud 
in proclaiming his worldly greatneſs, a 

voice from heaven declared him the be- 
loved Son of God. He did not command 
armies and kingdoms, but he camr 
manded the winds and the waves: 
Nature was ſubject to him; his word 
controuled and changed its courſe ; and, 
while he had not . where to Jay his head,” 4 
he yet gave health, . . n 
| . | 


9 9 
wt — 


N 4d 


| "Bon it bens ** more ieportange to 


which wers anſwered by... thi Nato of 
humiliation in which, out Lord apart 
ed. The myſterigus ſacrifice of the Croſs, 
the great final wark of our Redemption 


Our proſent, ſubject; is the..life, of gur 
bleſſed Saviour: and wo .mMAy, trace the 
marks of divine: grace. and, wiſdom in 
the circumſtances of it, if ws conſider 
| hid. rg order med 


nodes FirsT, 
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baprdst, as as a teacher of righteouſ- 
nefs, ſent from God, 5 

iin ©: 2 

Skconrr, A as our perfect pattern of 
holineſs, "IR. 50 
OUT - 213 33-3 1 

har As a eher, and à divine 
teacher, the authority of his dodtrine, 
as well as the power of his miracles, was 
juſtified by his humiliation againſt all the 
ſuggeſtions of prejudice and malice.” If 
&© neuer man ſpeak like this man, and if his 
birth and life were of ths lowlieſt kind ; | 
the queſtion of his counttymet, « whence 
; 11 of one; | and this an 7 obvious * an 
0 t is Wonderful, and Ireefiftible, 

© gtacious and Lomfortabla, Ugbt to the 
derade, tif and vital warmth 
„to the Heart: His brethrei” Have net 
tau ght it to him; the7 47 "all with 
« of 2 'theit "courſe of Ife, 
© their 10% and” uninffrücted courſe "of 
$ labour and Ty To the ſchools'bF 


ST; rae, * heathen, 
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T heathen knowledge he hath been an ut- 
ter ſtranget: From the ſynagogue. he 
could not have derived this wiſdom; 
© when at tho age of twelve years, he con- 

6 founded the old and reverend teachers 
of our nation. His wiſdom therefore; 
* evidently. not of man, muſt be from 
God: and as n may can de the 
* works” that he doth, ſo no man can 
mutter the doctrines which e 
neee. a qua w 
+7. 19,4308 ? 


1 "ens wa, was hes th to trace the 
origin of the doctrine, from the condi- 
tion of the teacher; in the ſame way 
might they have reaſoned on the end 
and deſign of it. It cannot be to ſerve 
any ſelſiſn purpoſe, any ſcheme” of 
VWworldly policy; for, whence could fuck 
* ſchemes be ſuggeſted to its authour ? 
they ſuit not ſuch ſtations, nor riſe to 
_ + dour; renouncing the allurements, and 


bes even 
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even ſeparated from the ordinary en- 
© joyments of this world. It cannot be 

intended to entice his followers by the 
hopes of temporal advantage; for it is 
ta doQrine the moſt unfriendly to all 
_ carnal gratifications: and it hath a 


*::teacher, who himſelf bears the hea- 


vieſt part in pain and poverty, in -af- 
fliction and perſecution: who invites 


his followers" to drink of the ſame bit- 
© ter cup; and is inceſſantly fore warning 
them of the trials they are to endure, 
the ſelf-denial they are to practiſe, 
the ſcorn and contradiction, the cru- 


Dioelties and perſecutions they are to en- 


NE Ae in lis ew eee 
ner Un 20 ; 
1 Tavs,] * muſt 0 e natu- 
rally dictated to thoſe, who ' ſaw the 
dourſe of life; in Which our Lord diſ- 
played his power and wiſdom. And let 
him who “ darkeneth counſel by words 
umu knowledge,” ſay, what | condi- 


58 es to this teacher, 


* or 


r 
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or what other worldly character could 
have diſplayed his divine miſſion, with 
ſuch brightneſs of evidence as to have 
at once diſpelled * = age' hen wn 
YO. pad 


| ape the petit dur faith had 
the garb of 'worldly wiſdom, and ap- 
peared in that ſcene where worldly wif- 
dom was revered, what a field muſt 
the gainſayer have then found for dif 
playing his penetration and ſagacity ? 
How often muſt we have heard of the 
power of human reafon when cultivated 
with patience, diligerice, and Zeal'? of 
the wonderful effects bf fuch a ftudious 
courſe,” and the weakneſs of reſolving 
ſuch effects into any ſuperiour agency: 
of the abilities and addreſs of ati ambi- 
tious ſophiſt in abufing the ignorance 
and credulity of the vulgar, in forming 
his party, eftablithing his influence, and 
extending his reputation? Ort had he 
been inveſted wirn greatneſs and ma- 
* 1 jeu 
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jeſty; then ſhould we have been told 


of the obſeqniouſneſs and flattery natu- 
———— on uch a Nation, of the 
intereſted v 
plicitly — to 2 dates, and 
acknowledging his pretenſions, without 
daring, to bring them to a ſtrict and im- 
partial trial. We had been told, and 
not without reaſon, that ſuch a flation 
might he well calculated for influencing 
the external deportment, but not for re- 
gulating the heart and its affeQions, 
Or. we; might perhaps have. been re- 
minded of all thoſe. princes, and law- 
tercourſe with heaven, in order. to give 
Weight and authority, to their, dictates, 
The policy would have been ophmend- 
ed; but the deluded * treated 

with pity and contempt. 9:7 
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of bis doQrine, ſo was it admirably cal- 
culated for enforcing every precept of 


the Goſpel in the moſt CRAVE, and 
effeQual ee 


ur — addreſſed bis TEEN 
to the ſtudious and refined ; perhaps with 
Gavtion and reſerve; perhaps affectedly 
obſcured. The prince or legiſlator iſſues 
out is mandates, and demands imme- 
diate obedience. Not ſo the revealer 
of Gochs hidden counſels. His preach- 
ing was addreſſed not only to men of 
deep reſearch, but to the lowly, the ig- 
n6fant, and the poor in ſpirit: not re- 
duced\ to a formal ſyſtem, magifterially 
delivered, and left to enlarged abilities 
| and acute penetration, to apprehend, 
to. digeft, and! to” apply; but explained 
and enforced in every way, which tend- 
eck to ebligbten their underſtandings, and 
coneſliate their affections. He choſe that 
Rate of life which gave bim the freeſt 
Hid' cfioft "general acceſs to every "order 
n ne by. of 
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of mankind, the freeſt and moſt frequent 
. occaſions of operating on their different 
tempers and diſpoſitions, He converſed 
with every rank and condition, in their 
chambers and their public places; he 
mixed with their occupations, their ſo- 
cial enjoyments, and their devotions 
Every place which he viſited, and, every 
object which he viewed, was made the 
occaſion; of introducing, er the means 
of illuſtrating his doctrine. He . was 
Haun ef, them that, fought him, nut; 
for wherever they were aſſembled, there 
de courted, their attention. He was wit- 
neſs.of their wants and infitmities 3 and 
"46. theft his healing wiſdom was adapted : 
motives conveyed directly, with an 
awful authority ;, ſometimes . inſiguated 
_ by alluſion, parable, and, ſimilitude. As 

be had ng appearance. of worldly dignity 
o command reſpect and.. reſerye,, the 
paſſions of his heaxers broke. forth, freely, 
and gave him conſtant opportunities. of 


een güstigg his, inſtruQions to, their 
ſeveral 


10 
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feveral characters. When provoked by 
obſtinacy and ſpiritual pride, he was 
ſevere in his reproof; when received 
with ingenuous attention, he was tender 


He 


and affectionate in his exhortations. 
dlarmed their fears, he awakened their 
hopes, he corrected their prejudices, He 
mortifted their preſumption, and com 
forted their humility : thus ſuiting his 
life and doctrine to all their different 
"occaſions and neceſſities, and employing 
every means of edification, every mode 
of correction and inſtruction, in that 
familiar intercourſe, from which worldly 
grandeur is entirely excluded; to which 
the faſtidious profeſſor of hunian Wifllom ; 
k ſeldom condeſcended, but which is the 
natural and neceſfary reſult of an hum⸗ 
bie and undignifled condition. . 
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"Mp ec of that authority, by 
When he Tpake, detived additional force 
= "the circumſtances of his life. His 

rn were freely, publickly and re- 


pented ly 
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pęatedly performed; examined without 
reſerye, without favourable prejudice, 
without deference to worldly power or 
greatneſs: : ſeen, heard, and handled i in 
the intercourſe of common life, diſtinctly, 
deliberately; by friends and adverſaries, 
byt the obſtinate and ingenuous. When we 
are told a Roman emperour pretended to 
Work a miracle, his greatneſs, we know, 
muſt, have over-awed all ſcrupulous en- 
quiry. He had his flatterers, his parti- 
Lans, and accomplices in the fraud, in- 
tereſted to ſupport it, and aſhamed, 
when no longer afraid, to confeſs the 
artifice. Every thing appears at once 
* ſuſpicious, from his ſtation, from his 
intereſts, from his political purpoſes, | 
from his means and opportytiities of 
deception. What a cloud of ſuſpicions 
are here, ariſing from the exalted rank, 
power, and policy of the agent! Not 
one of Which can in the leaſt dim the 
luſtre of the * mighty works” | wrought 
by « e. Carpenter's Jon,” | 


" tt Lzr 
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II. Lr vs, in the ſecond place, con- 
ſider our Bleſſed Saviour as the perfect 
pattern of righteouſneſs. And here agam 
we ſhall - readily diſcern the wife and 
gracious purpoſes which were anſwered 
by that Nc Mee life which he 


Tur + M4 ones — this mocks mos 
in a ſphere ſo exalted, that they are 
rather objects of wonder than imitation. 
Our judgments of their actions are of- 
tentimes imperfect and erroneous, fof 
we” cannot examine them accurately ; ; 
and if we could they are of that naturs 
which few of all the race of mankind 
can hope to emulate, | The magnanimity 
of à conquerour, the yigilance of a mo- 
Harch, the public-ſpirit of a law-giver, 
the condeſcenſion of dignity, the hu- 
_ mane, and moderate exerciſe of autho- 
rity ; theſe, and ſuch like, are the vir- 
tues of a very few. The opportunities 
|, exerciſing, them do not _Fonſtaptly 


5 | Occur, 


15.4 


” 
<1 


oecur, and thoſe of imitating them, are 
ſtill rarer. But piety, loving-kindneſs, 
gentleneſs, meekneſs, temperance, pati- 
ence, long-ſuffering, forgiveneſs of inju- 
ries, and a chearful enduring of ſhame 
and ſuffering for righteouſneſs - ſake; 
theſe are the virtues of every ſtation, of 
all perſons and of all times: ſome of 
them the moſt grie vous to our mortal 
nature, and ſuch as require the utmoſt 
encouragement and 2 to counteract 
. b n 


Any the bumble is = 13 
afforded conſtant opportunitics of: diſ- 
4 playing theſe virtues, and of recommend- 
ing them by his perfect example: that 
we might © run with, patience, ile race 
e that 22 io us; Is unt 
„ e., 02 


In the worltip of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther, he was diligent and Edt J 
bc Gaily in the temple :” a zealous aſſertor 
of the reverence due to the ſervice and 
the 


AUSID 
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the houſe of God. | He was . 
ſtate of ſubordination; and he difplayed 
a chearful ſubmiſſion to the ordinances 
of civil” fociety. His intercourſe” was 
free and public, fo that the wants and 
miſeries of thoſe around him were pers 
petually in view. And with theſe, he 
Was deeply and tenderly affected: fer- 
vent in the exereiſe of boundleſs love, 
and unwearied in ſeeking occaſions of 
adminiſtring both to the ſoul and body. 
In him we find no affectation of à fi- 
gorous ſecluſion from the world, no in- 
ſtance of ſuch fantaſtical ſeverities as 
have ſometimes aſtoniſhed the ignorant 
and ſuperſtitious, and with them obtain 
ed the name of ſanQity : but a conſum- 
mate pattern of that life which nature, 
reaſon, and religion all point out to us, 
a life of ſocial connexion, a life of active 
duty, a life of goodneſs and benevolence; 
with that inward purity and ſclf-govern- 
ment, that amiable compoſure of the 
temper. and affeQions, of which we diſ- 

Vor. 1, 3 cover 
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cover not the leaſt trace in many of the 


great and glaring characters of the hea- 


| then world. Nor in his affliction do we 


find him proudly boaſting, of any inde- 
pendence, or ſelf-ſufficiency ; any indif 
ferece to the | evils of humanity, . His 
meckneſs and reſignation were, on the 


contrary, attended with, the moſt exqui- 
ite tenderneſs, and ſenſibility. He, was 


5 deeply impreſſed with the ſorrows of 


thoſe around him; he wept at the ob- 


ſtinacy of his enemies; and felt the full 
wei iht of his own en | 


real inſignificance of all worldly diſ- 
tinQions, and ſhewn us an example. of 


| humility and contentment. As he was 
expoſed to injuries and ſcorn, to reproach 


and. perſecution ; he became a perfect 


| —_ of patience, meekneſs and for- 


ee who, _ . when he was reviled, 


bs 233 
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| "ha theſe e were diſplayed i in 2 
fate of poverty, he hath taught us the 
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% back to the ſmiters and his cheek to them 
« that plucked off the hair,” yet © openetl 
« not his mouth -* whoſe rebuke to his 
own diſciple who betrayed him was no 
more than, friend, betrayeft thou the ſon 
«of man with 4 kiſs ; and who, in his 


expiring moments prayed for thoſe mur- 


derers that inſulted over r and 


meme. 


| r dhe life of our bleſſed Lord 
e his example not only the moſt 
illuſtrious, but of the moſt general uſe 
and ediſication; the moſt effeQual com- 
fort to his followers, in all the bittereſt 


and lowly, he had not where to lay his 


„ ſrad: if reviled and perſecuted, let 


ſorrom like unto ſut forrow;” if great 


and exalted, let them learn humility of 
their Maſter and Saviour, who © emptied 


| FL r K 2 himſelf” 
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kimſeſf* of the glory he enjoyed before 
all worlds; and thus, „ gouf won him the 
ky ee eee wy en 


* 


Une this . then, our bleſtea 
Lard appeared in that particular ſtate 
of humanity, which of all others was 
beſt fitted to the purpoſes of his mani- 
| foftation in the fleſh. And in this ſtate, 
the mind ſuperiour to the vulgar ad- 
miration of worldly pomp, can readily 
diſcover the real and intrinfic dignity of 
of meekneſs, purity, and innocence un- 
ſpotted, of zealous aſſection and loving- 
kindneſs " unparalleled, ſupporting the 
contention againſt pride end blindneſs, 
malice and ingratitude, > and 
_ flander, © perſecution” and torture: an 
object which even Gentile wiſdom hath 
pronounced to be the greateſt and moſt 
"A. * ar- nature can ex- 


ere 1 
| 0 R N en 1 t 891% 1 
5 * 4 1 


we * o 


e 


n. e 10. 


- wo 
— 


Us 


<4 anointed,” who was to proclaim It 


. berty ta the taptruts;* the glory of 
* the Lord; the mighty one who was 
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Tuvs may we diſcern, in this as well 
as other circumſtances of the divine dif 
penſations, the weakneſs and vanity of 
the diſputer of this world, and the wiſ- 
dom and power of that God, who is 
great iu counſel, and mighty in work -" 
who eat! produce ſtrength out of weiik- 
neſs, and accompliſh his all · gracious pur- 
poſes by pegs ee the moſt A 


„Hon muſt the hi — 
have triumphed in all thoſe circumſtan- 
a perpetual ſcandal to the enemies of the 
Croſs! Meſſiah the prince, whoſe com- 
ing was proclaimed by the prophets in 
ſuch terms of magnifieence, appears at 
the fulneſs of time. But, behold! the 


to . travel in the greatneſs of hit firength, 
1 nee and bring their 


a bo” | « firength 
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Arenglh unto the earth,” appears in the 
lowlieſt: ſtate of human weakneſs; and 
the infant of humble parentage is ſhel- 
tered in a manger! He groweth up, as 
4 lender plant; and ar à riot aut of a 

% Ay gruund He is attended by a fer 
villagers and ſiſhermen deſpiſed like their 
maſter. The great and reverend of his 
nation infult and deride him: even his 
kinſmen turn © their faces from um, 

and © efteem him noi. He ir taken 
* from” priſon und from judgment; and 
mo ſhall declars his generation? for he 
— "ou land * the liu- 
| b os 013.07 nl lhagiocter : 


_—_ * 


l ben cate eva great work 
of our redemption, ſo offenſi ve to carnal 
pride. But my thoughts are not your 
ways, ſaith tie Lord“ In the oppreſ- 
ſed and the afſlicted, was the power of 
the Almighty manifeſted. © Heaven and 
mga witneſy"to the divinity of the 

. infant 
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imfant thus meanly entertained: - His 
going forth was in that ſtrength which 


alone can command and controul all na- 


ture. If the hope of Iſrael was ſeized 
as a malefactor and nailed to the croſs, 
yet there did he bruiſe the head of the 
ſerpent: if 'he © made his grave 'with the 


« wicked,” even here did he triumph 


over death, and . Jad captivity captroe” 
If he was rejected of his nation, this re- 


jection became the means of extending 


his ſpiritual dominion into all lands; and 
his word unto the ends of the world. 
His followers, poor and deſpiſed as they 
were, yet ſilenced the Jewiſh doctors, 
and confounded the wiſdom of the 
Greeks. Their meanneſs and poverty 
ſierved to diſſipate thoſe ſuſpicions which 
might have proved moſt injurious to 


their miniſtry; and to place their ingenu- 


ouſneſs and ſincerity in the faireſt, and 
moſt unerceptionable point of view. In 
their weakneſs was the power of God 
, en and their fooliſhneſs. directed 
$53 Yi! ' 
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mankind to the true ſource of that wiſ- 
dom which they delivered. And if . all 
were ee eee if they 
became a4 nothing,” let every tongue 
woch a.vidory fought. in ibe might of 

him to whom e nations Are as 4 
_ *. drop in the bucket ; and are counted, as | 
* the fmall au, of ile balance -" wh. 
can lay to the meaneſt agent of his 
22 thou 
worm, I will help thee. , * 
= them. —That tier may ſee, and know, 
8 and conſider, and under fland m__ 
9 A hand * the Lord hh cher 
OHH, n at 45" 
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N now, eee but that we 
„5 adore, the divine wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs, in all the ways of 
his ee with hearts of un- 
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feigned gratitude and humility we em- 
brace the terms of our ſalvation, inſtead 
of preſumptuouſſy queſtioning the means 
by which it was effected: that we make 
the only return in our power to the ex- 
ceeding great love of our maſter and only 
Sa viour thus living, and thus _ for 
| Uber that of homes e be, 


** Jet it ever be . that 
God wil enter into judgment with us 
for the perveſe abuſe. of our reaſoning 
faculties, as well as for the depravity. of 
our actions: and that if we be ingenious , 
at inventing cavils, and oppoſing. vain 
reaſonings to the plaineſt evidence which 
he hath given us of his power and good- 
neſs, ſuch monſtrous miſapplication of our 
talents ſhall by no means paſs unpuniſh- 
ed. The kinsfolk and countrymen of 
our Lord, who deſpiſed the lowlineſs of 
their Heavenly Teacher, were abandoned 
to their blindneſs and prejudices. He 
turned away to thoſe who were more 

| capable 


24 
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capable of being inſtructed ructe by his doc- 
trines, and more worthy of being con- 
vinced by his miracles.— And. how hall 
* eren, 3 ee 


P15 to} 45 


Lier u bereue earneſtly ee 
Gracious aſſiſting Spirit of the Lord, to 


enlighten our” underſtandings, and pu- 


rify our hearts, that we may know and 
ſee what amazing inſtances of mercy 
and Toving-kindneſs God hath diſplayed 
to us his wretched and unworthy crea- 


Fre nd chat "he muy ſhire iu that 


bleſſedneſs which the captain of dur 
* en not 4s. oi in him” 


> : 211. 
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Marruzw, chap. V. verſe 19. 


Think not that ＋ am come to deſtroy the 
Een and the Prophets : 79 am rot come 
't rg, but to fulfil. e 


Ir: is of high and zun concern- 
ment to all who name the name of 
Chriſt, that they rightly conceive, and 
frequently revolye, the true nature 
of bis doctrine, the purity and perfecy 
tion of that law by which we ſhall be 
judged, and the full extent of that duty 
by Which, "through God's gracious fa- 
vour, we ſhall be accepted. Theſe are, 
indeed, cleatly and explicitly declared in 
| we Goſpel. But the declarations of the 
1 Goſpel 


with, ow 


4 
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the medium of our paſſions and cor- 
ruptions; which caſt a falſe colouring 
over the whole ſyſtem, or conceal the 
particulars leaſt flattering to our corrupted 
ö nature, and confine our attention to 
ſuch as, from a partial and diſtorted view, 
we-conceive to be more indulgent to our 


Warn r men makes vals 1 di- 
realy againſt the - cleareſt dictates of 
_ reaſon and religion, their conſciences are 
too clamorous, and the violated law too 
plain for any dangerous ſecurity. But if 
we imagine ourſelves the followers of 
Chriſt Jeſus, when we have not followed 
him in ſincerity and truth; if we aſpire 
to the benefits of his covenant, when 
vo have not performed the conditions of 
his coyenant; if we look to he heirs of 
of the promiſe; if we fotm à new reli- 
. for ourſelvrs, and call it the te- 


Hite! obs ligion 
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kgion of the Goſpel; vainly endeavour- 
ing to bring down the perfect and ex- 
alted law of Chrift, to the level of our 
own debaſed, effeminated, and corrupted 
hearts ; then indeed is our deluſion OP 


| Gingerdns. 


Tux declaration of the text, we ſhall 
find to be immediately pointed againſt 
ſuch delufion : and, to guard us againſt 
all dangerous ſelf-deceit, requires only 
to be diſtinctly conceived, and duly 
weighed. It fhall, therefore, be my pre- 
ſent purpoſe to conſider what is here 
meant by the Law and the Prophets ;” 
and what we are to underftand by our 
Lord's coming © not to deſtroy, but to 
fuji them. And if T ſhould detain 
you for ſome time, in enquiring into 
the import of theſe expreſſions, I have 
the better reaſon to expect your ſerious 
and patient attention, as the matter to 
be conſidered will appear to be of real 
nga} not a curious ſpeculation, but 
* direaly 
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directly applicable to our hearts and 
conſciences, and deeply and ata | 
en to n ſoul a man. 


| "Js 5 fa the Law” | 

we generally underſtand the whole col- 
lection of precepts contained in the books 
of Moſes, whether they - preſcribe the 
duties to be: obſerved towards God and 
man, the adminiſtration of civil govern- 
ment, or the rights and ceremonials of 
public worſhip; and by. the Prophets,” 
all thoſe writings of inſpired men, which 
either enforced and explained the law of 
Moſes, or foretold thoſe events in which 
God's people were concerned, and par- 
ticularly the coming of their Meſſias, and 
the ſlate and circumſtances of that * 
dom he was to eſtabliſh. 44G 


; Bur by 6c 8 — the Prophets," | 
we are alſo taught to underſtand more 
particularly, that ſummary. of moral pre- 
| n geen by the miniſtry of Moſes, 
3 and 


and illuſtrated and recommended by 


other prophetic writers. In this ſenſe 
the precept of doing unto others, as we 
would they ſhould do unto us, is ſaid to 
be the Law and the Prophets.” In this 
ſenſe, we are told that on theſe two 
great precepts, of the love of God, and 
of our neighbour, ©* Hang all the Law and 
«. the Prophets.” And in this ſenſe it is 
obſerved, that © the Law and the Pro- 
&« phets were until Jom: that is, until 
the time of preaching Chriſt's kingdom, 
the Jews were left to the direction of 
their own moral law, as their rule of 
conduct, and that * which they ſhould 


be hal ts ifs ap 


"Ap that in the Scripture now — A 
us, the ſame phraſe is thus to be under- 
ſtood, will appear, poſſibly from the ex- 
| preſſions, but certainly from its con- 
nection both with the preceding, and 
the following parts of our Lord's divine 
e * the Mount. 


Ir 
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Ir was the immediate purpoſe of this 
diſeourſe to correct the carnal errours of 
his followers, and to mortify thoſe ex- 
| pectations, which the covetous, the am- 
bitious, the proud, the ſenfual, and ma- 
lignant, entertained of his kingdom. 
They ſeem to have expected, that the 
new difpenſation ſhould free them from 
all reſtraints, and provide for the full 
gratification of all their ſeveral paſſions. 
But they are affured, in the firſt place, 
that the bleflings of Chriſt's kingdom are 
reſerved for the moderate, the mortified, 
the penitent, the meek, the juſt, the 
merciful,” the pure, the peaceable, and 
the patient : that ſuch alone' were duly 
| fitted to receive his doarine, and obtain 
his promiſes : that His followers were to 
be eminently di iſtinguiſhed by theſe vir- 
tues, and to teach them, not by precept 
only, but example. Then follows the 
declaration of the tert: Think not that 
an come to defirey the Lem and the 


,, * « Prophets,” 


#4 
y 


wings be come. If then the Law and the 


f 
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Heaplett , that W is to 
be at all friendly to licentious and cor- 
rupt deſires, that I am to deſtoy or 
weaken the obligation of the moral law, 
or to teach or countenance any lax 
ſyſtem of duty. No for (as it is im- 
mediately added) what I call the Law 
and the Prophets, is of eternal and in- 


variable obligation. For, verify I. ſay 
„ unto , 1 earneſtly, enforce it, as a 


truth of greateſt moment, l Heaven 
and earth paſs, 0 ane ot or one tittle ſhall 
6 10 le poſe. from: the Law, ill all 
al futfilied;” ori until the end of all 


Prophets are to continus in full validity, 
even to the conſummation of all things; 
and if, (as our Lord further declares) 
Ee eee 

*.. commandments, and. /hall. teach men , 
eee called. the leaſt in the 
*, kingdom of Heaven -' that is, (for ſo 
the phraſt is interpreted) he ſhall not 
at all be, or be accounted, a ſubject of 

Vor. „ a L. this 
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this kingdom; it evidently follows, that 
by- the Law and the Prophets we are to 
underſtand thoſe precepts of holineſs and 
righteouſneſs" cbntaitied in the old Serip- 
tures, ör whats generally called! the 
Murdl' Lys) d 1 of tub jo motto? 
vez 804 Dro I ad (bobbs voin TRA 
Tu ſame interpretation I have fd 
may alto be deduced from the expreſſions 
bf che ict. Nh nb dome 10 grey 
4 Yo” fuuſfil sn ſuĩth ohr Lord! The 
Satzaar werd "ofiguifies 60, Ah up to 
bitlalge, *compleat7 und pere. Here 
lien wb are aflufed, that out Lürdts pur 
pole, was nôt ihdsed to weuken any of 
the obligations to thoral duties, bör t 
enfbtec, extend asd eſtuhliülp them en 
boote 2Eh:M6d""Pridviples/"" And. in 'the 
\ of hy dffröurſe, FR 


und poſition" of folfflling and perfecting 


3 Dofdiit & batnuos 24 10 d loben 


me möeral aw by ſeverab iniſtanees; 


worthy our sttentibn; nor merely 2s 
Coftfirm the*txpoſition' of the tert, 


_ 4 | J 0 
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but as cheyn mark the tranſcendent et- 
cellenet of chriſtian morùlity . 
94 biyeat Alno hood Jo PR 31/184 
I the. fic plate, then, whetoonr | 
Lord had -affuted his followers, hut o 
be: accounted worthy; of his kingdoch, 
their: igliteoufntſs that ib their whole 
|courſe:::of moral conduct muſt xx οον 
moſt leariied interproteri and ſtricti o- 
ſetvers o the law:of5Nioſts;.he proves 
thus, 4 he lu heard that) gt was fai 
lem fal chime; be u ub I 
They were: to abſtain from: tlie outwaxd 
act, under the penalty of ſr bee evil 
puniſhmient᷑: .and'wete;taught'ts odffi- 
der the prohibition in a politiual Nc, 
as calculated for the intereſt of civil ſo- 
tietyi: tum dibe manner ab the motality of 
the livathew world hatt for: its end and 
„ful citiaan ut the deſigi of ouL rs 
diſpehſation us to form? men's wetfi- 
| 1 a 
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- Noxious to ſhe: ſeverity of divine juſ- 
tic and of conſequence, that they 
ee a IH — 
| — — tenths 
-nefs, and loving kindneſs, paticnce and 
Aorgiveneſ@r © of no dino tl: 12 
; 04} Un 19491141 $54.37 e [1151831 £83 
20 In the next place they had been taught 
to abſtain from the actual commiſſion of 
Ampurity. But our Lord's doctrine was, 
that the conſent and diſpoſition of the 
heart were conſidered by him vrho know- 
eth and trieth the heart: that the in- 
1 4 dulgence 
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dulgence of impure defires is equally 


offenſive in his ſight, (as being really 
what conſtitutes the ſin) and, at leaſt, 
equally criminal with the outward act: 
to guard our external conduct, but to 
up every root of | bitterneſs, and caſt 
away every occaſion of offence, how- 
ever peas Wy nature, 


2 to | invt a Catal 
lence of his doctrine relative to diyorce ; 
his reſtraint of thoſe indulgences vouch- 
neſs of their hearts; and of the licen- 
tious interpretations of their doctors : not 
weer dee e e eee of 
every (dire. or indivef- e of 
God's name, which he ſtrictly enjoins; 
I ſhall remind you but of one inſtance 
more, in which our: Lord: diſplays the 
_ ſuperiority of his doctrine ; I mean with 
| $3Y a reſpect 
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reſpe@/to. ouf conduct when we have 


been igjured, and provok ed. 


Ant ban (Al Gel! 23OhRiao. 15 
4|.au exe for an eve, and a tooth for ai tooth.” 
r= The law of retaliation bad been in 
ſome «caſes indulged to the Jes, and 
unwarrantably extended byctheip-teach- 
eros ct But I jap unto You, that ye re- 
* /o/t nat evil,” or the evil man Or, 
to render the original expreſſion in its 
fall force, that v do not return or 
revenge any injurious ' conduct}. by a 
like in juriousm donduct on your part. 
The peaccable and perfect law of Chrift 
ſuuicti/ ptolibits all. private revenge, all 
litigious, 1 and evenlall rigorous demands 
of ſatiafaction and compenſation, where 
mands us to be patient and placable, 
eg e ſhould even prove u reps- 
tion of injuries : to ſoſten our adver- 
fsnaty by kindiieſs.j and to overcome evil 


With good. Vet this cis not nn 
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our duty. It had been ſaid, at leaſt by 
the interpreters of the [Moſaic Law, 
fm ſhalt leave thy neighbour, and hate 
2 But fat from conſin- 
ing that charity which is the peculiar 
character of Chriſt's: followers, he tedchs | 
eth, that it is not to be extinguiſhed 
even by the moſt outrageous enmity: 
that our adverſaries; however unjuſt and 
virulent, are our Chriſtian brethren; 
that we ſhould prteſtt ve the aſſection 
of brethreg towards them; that -while 
they rail or execrate i our language thould 
be that of peace and mecknefs rand 


this, not with the compoſed exteriour of 


worldly prudence; hut with rcab and 
undiſſemhled good will. For we are not 
to withold the : offices of loving Kind- 
neſs, even from thuſe who hate us: and 
while they * dypitefulh cy" us, . and 


| „ penſecutt us, our:duty is to cammend 


them to God in ourifervent prayers. :: 
ri bos wed 203 yorſtsb 02 YMHau fee 


een | FRO 


EFnkon ſuch in we learn the true 
nature of that we have receiv- 
ed; the pure, the perfect and exalted 
ſpirit of the Goſpel. It is not the ex- 
travagance of ſome affectedly ſublime 
philoſophy. It muſt be acknowledged 
reaſonable and practicable ; unleſs we be 
ſo infatuated as to conceive, that tem- 
perance, humility, and meckneſs, purity 
and peace, mutual affeQion, and mutual 
forbearance, the bleſſings and tho orna- 
ments of humanity, are inconſiſtent with 
human nature. It ia not a doctrine un- 
friendly to human ſociety, or ſubverſive 
of its intereſt. Our Lord's kingdom is 
not of this world; and therefore doth 
not interfere with the arrangements of 
this world. Tho governour,, the magi- 
karate, he citizen, che ſubject, are left 
m0 the, righta and duties of their reſpec- 
tive ſtations. Ie came not to invali- 

ante os deftroy them, for this would be 
eſſectually to deſtroy the Law and the 
ar aka R Prophets. 
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Prophets. He enjoins, he confirms and 
' enfoices them. He teaches the duty of 


every individual, in every ſtation both 
to God and man, effectually, extenſively, 
from the moſt affecting motives, with 
the moſt powerful ſanctions. His doc- 
trine indeed is that of an exact and holy 
diſcipline, which tends to form the tem- 
per, to regulate the affections, to purify 
the heart, to enlarge the ſphere of our 
loving - kindneſs, to make it uniform, per- 
manent, and perfect; not merely to form 
our external demeanour ſo as to provide 
for the intereſts of worldly ſociety; but 
to order our wills and affections, ſo as to 

fit us for that glorious community, in 
which all the little aſſemblies and com- 
binations of this world ſhall be abſorbed 
and loſt; that bleſſed manſion, where 
wrath,” and ſtrife, and impurity, and im- 
piety and revenge, "nt . can _ 

ee at coi ne 
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{ by is this great ſinal ſcope and purpoſe 
by which. the goſpel»bf Chriſt: Jeſus is 
exalted doctrines of the moſt refined: hu- 
that, we have been fayoured with ſuch 
| gracious-diſcoveries} of God andi his; dit 

penſations, of his mercies through Chriſt, 
d the abundance of his gnodneſa and 
eonſummate righteoufneſs and: gaodneſs 
| in the example of our Lord; and for 
tis is che aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit pro : 

_ miſed. do thoſe who: ſeck! it, to direct and 
to ſupport us. mend" bir ten tt 

«69 ban on Anne sil any tis tops 

An now, my brethten, it appears 
ihat the: matter thus briefly treated is of 

Vs all. Vou muſt hayes already prevent - 
ed me in the applieation-; of it,. runloſs 
you have been careleſs hearers. You muſt 
Have already addreſſed this awful and 
: affecting 
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affecting queſtion to your own Hearts, 
ia manner ge men pe wg be, 
e all fo conbenſation?ꝰ e, who 
are children of the light, — 
ſuch ſtupendous diſcoveries of God's 
metcy; ſent into this life to prepare” for 
the attainment. of immortal happineſs z 
directed in our preſent Rate of diſcipline 
by the laws of jexalted piety, and purity; 
ol peace, truth, and loving kindneſs; 
and perpetually reminded to walt wor- 
h of tu vocation ' wherewith we art 
* calld ? rt n ee 4 
K v Dns eie lac Don Lit 
Leer us thai FRI conſider how 
we have received theſe ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſings ; and whether the depravity of man 
| hath not deviſed laws of leſs purity, 
| than thoſe of the Gofpel, and means of 
acceptance more fuvourable to our in- 
dolence and corruption. We have ſome- 
times heard the doctrine of our being 
ſuaved by faith, urged in ſuch a manner, 
4. if faith oonſiſted in the belief of 
8 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Goſpel, without effect or in- 
floence; or, as if we were to be ſaved 
though we do not labour to perform. the 
lovers of our Lord, and affecting to be 
called by his name, who have relaxed 
and wreſted the moral precepts of the 
Goſpel, debaſing and perverting them 
to their corrupt purpoſes. We have 
known à power of diſpenſing with thoſe 
| precepts, - which Chriſt hath declared 
ſhall never paſs away, claimed by a 
wretched mortal — called God's 


- 
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Bor while — ade: b 
of others, let us not be partial to our 
own. In that world in which we are 
engaged, and in which our religion is 
profeſſed, there are laws eſtabliſhed: by 
cuſtom and faſhion, — ee 
7!!! £r bofilno:y * 
10 
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to the law of Chriſt. He forbids all 
pri vate revenge: the world makes ſuch 
revenge the teſt of honour. He forbids 
every approach to impurity and licen- 
' tiouſneſs: the world declates that they 
are not to be condemned with ſeverity. 

He teacheth that all our converſation 
"ſhould be plain direct, fincere; and can- 
did: the world; that it ſhould” be artifi- 
cial; flattering, diſſembling, and deeeiv- 
ing. He commands us to extend our 
loving - kindneſs even to enemies : the 
world, that e ſhould confine” it to out- 
ſelves. He teacheth us to elevate our 

beartꝭ above the concerns of mortality: 
the world, to eſti mate our happiticſs'and 

- dignity by che periſhable advaniages of 
a day. The ſughteſt obſervation in any 

ſphere or ſtate of liſe, or perhaps the 
ſiighteſt reflection o our own eonduct, 
may con vinoe us, that men ve und act. 
as if they had one law fer pubhick life, 
and religious aſſemblies. But, my bre- 


- "11 0 « 
830-814 thren, 


wih the, vein itusgidatjon of being juſli- 


eren bm ihiagddel un- Tbef nee! 
. _  valugoofithol® thiuge on hie rely, 
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red, ( une have: not ho dearned Ghrift 3" 


muſt acknowledge, that he who thus 


halts between: different principles, can- 
not , u ie rare chat is et before: lum; 
with epnflancy and: vigour! o οn Dt; 
Ar nc 708 ils 4271 13 112 £4982] SH 
Vu ven amang thoſe who appear 
moſt attentiuve to the duties of eligion, 


to deviate. from the ſimigbt path which 
ligen pointeth ont, 40Jeck nd Ways, 
dnnd do dexiſe tert of acneptance more 

Hlattemag to our whakneils and deprevity, 
: thain»:theſt. of God's pure and perſect 
aw f get we have deceivediouſelves 


Keen ate: Aghto At external 


-Oblexyatiees, - andiiidevotonal ice nerdiſts, 


hexer n performed, itois time thats we 


conſiſta n diſpoſing. o and gegulating and 
Auddaing:our afloions, to che be bitual 
nals | practice 


God grant chere tua not be; -propetaſity | 
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practice of true holineſs and rightebuſ- 
neſs. % When we n are; tempted; by our 
indolence to reſt ſecurely: upon 4 form 
of godlineſs, let us turm to Saint Paul's 
ſecand Epiſtle to Timothy: There tall 
we find a long catalogue of tremendous 
abominations, which the Apoſtle declare: 
to bo perfectly conſiſteinit with a form; of 
Godliseis. If we be deceived, we have 
nour of the Goſpel is explicit and direct. 
Ie Geclares loudly: amd-clearly, cht se 
religion doth not conirſt ĩn the expreſſions 
of our lips, or any partꝭ or any faircaps 
Pearance, of or eternal deportment 
that it hath its reſidemce in the dient; 
undi wich lively und eſſectual inifluride 
ſhould : actuate our w liole conduct. and 
reducb every thought and every idtiſau to 
that peioct ſubjection: Which: Ohtiſſis 
Holy l re quite. 30 
A 190 bas ; nolquno? 190 of e uj,ẽẽJsiiig 
theſe ithings ;/-for--pur!:ſufficiencys3s of 
| | God. 


Read the word with diligence, and æeal- 
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God. Meditate frequently and devoutly 
Goſpel. Think of the end and purpoſe 
of this gracious diſpenſation: recal them 
perpetually to view: let the mind be 
habituated to entertain them gladly; to 
dwell upon them with reverence and 
rapture. Uſe thoſe means of grace, 
which God's merey hath vouchſafed: 


ous attention. Approach the throne of 
Unite conſtantly with the brethren in 
publick -worſhip: ++ Come to the Lord's 
holy table: and there confirm your re- 
ſolutions, and enliven your affections. 

TDuhas ſhall the gracious aſſiſting Spirit of 
the Lord deſcend into our hearts. Our 
enlightened underſtandings ſhall. diſcern 
and acknowledge the reaſonableneſs: of 
thoſe chriſtian duties which appear ſo 
4 B and our wills 
* reaſon, and the-perſect Jami God. 
Heyy And 
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And if our obedience, as it muſt, be ſtill 
proportioned to the weakneſs of our na- 
ture, God who © knoweth whereof ue are 
% made,” will not be © extreme to mark 
* what is done amiſs,” through natural 
frailty, and real imperfection; but will, 
with the abundance of mercy and con- 
deſcenſion, accept our diligent and ſin- 
cere endeavours, through the merits and 
mediation of Chriſt Jeſus. 


* 
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1 pi Mn, e ee God 
vu "all his Houſe; who gave much 
Ant Yo the ppl, "ed Woes uy 
"God aug, Wan erde wh 


Amore FOB be rb 
God's gracious goodneſs 'we may deem 
it not the leaſt "conſiderable, © that "the 
manner in which his good pleafurs is 
revealed in the Goſpel, appears” of all 
others the moſt engaging and conciliating. 
We are not called to a ſevere attention 

M2 (N to 
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His will is illuſtrated and enforced in 
every every way that can influence our 
teaſonable nature; by narratives, by in- 
eidents, by ſimilitudes, by characters and 
examples, all admirably fitted for in- 
ſtruction and correction. Turn to what- 


evet part we may of theſe treaſures of 


divine knowledge, we meet with fome- 
thing to engage the heart, as well as to 
dire@t the nnderſtanding; ſomething to 
be received with an earneſtneſs and 
warmth of affection, to be revolved, and 

pplied to our own immediate. occaſions. 
$ thro. the whole hiſtory of God” 8 


n 


ble indeed in its intrinſie "excellence, | 


yet at the ſame time, full of grace. in its 
minuter circumſtances ; like Solomon's 
Zune of gold in pifures”: (on caſkets) 
* of. flue,” the rieheſt gift, preſented in 
the faireſt cases 90} ni bolaovor 


Anif 15109 bas gige ns Son: of} crolgo 
"tii1n5118 S15yvSt 8 © 6 lle 100 917 07 
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Or this we have à ſtriking inflatnce 
© that part of ſcripture now boſore 
us. The hiſtory from which the text is 
taken, is that of God's calling the Gen- 
_ tile world to the knowledge of the Goſ- 
pel. The words contaia the charater of 
a Roman Soldier, whom God was pleaſed 
by an extraordinary diſpenſation, to make 
partaker of his Grace, through Chriſt 
Jeſus, And here we are not dazled 
with a glittering detail of the ſtatiom 
which he filled, the ſervices he perform 
ed, the'dangers be encountered, the ads. 
of valour he/atchicved, or any of thoſe 
| particulars ſo glaring and oftentatious in 
the cye of man. Ou attention is di 
rected to things of greater value, ſuch 
a mey lie conocaled in he tumult of 
publie liſe. or ſurh a2:0br ride and ig 
teem'; but ſuch, 3e in the fight of un- 
ering wiſdam are of high regard and ho- 
nour: Iean the erselleneſes of his heart 


nad its affections, and the amiable: pri- 
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ciples of his” Ow” D 
3 e n+ | re 

8 A 1 thats wp | before 
you; and it muſt be my purpoſe, in tho 
ſecond place, to lead ydu into ſome uſoful 
application of the "gy 0 . 
„ 3 of J nbi 4 


PRI ue eee 2 + 
1 Aud the firſt” particular ee 
by the ſacred hiſtorian is, that Cornelius 
( was a4 devout u He was indeed 
one of thoſe called proſelytes of the gate; 
that 6 4 of thoſe Gentiles who. wan 
the 2 had their pecaliar coute 
in the Temple, for divine worſhip, with- 
out ſubmitting to the whole” Jewiſh ri- 
tual. * The portion of knowledge as yet 
vouchſafed to hid had its! proper influ- 
once. Hig leading principle wus that of 
reverence fbr the great Lord of Heaven 
and earth; He conſidertu himſelf as a 
2 nme formed by his power, preſerved 
2910 by 
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by his goodneſs, and accountable to his 
juſtice. He recurred to no falſe or pre- 
carious rule of action. He indulged him- 
ſelf in no flattering imaginations of © his 
worldly conſequence, as a man of dif- 
tinction, of honour, or any of thoſe vani- 
ties by which the reptile l the eurth 
would cbnceal his vileneſs. With the 
more dignified' humility of a dependent 
creature; he looked up to the great and 
gracious author of his being. He flood, 
as in his" preſence he acted, as by his 
direction; he ſubmitted; as to his good 
pleaſure. He thus drew from the foun- 


| tain of Hing water and was firength- 


ened. He fixe$ on the true light, and in 
all his wiys was fcuely directed. 
20 teen. dal git lo Now. 
Fo, mark Abs ehfed icnice er d 
wiſely laying” his foundation. — He was 
dne that © fm God with "all "his = 
* hopfe?" He poſſbſſed his ſoul with re- 
verence of his creator aid preſerver. The 
parity, i ns goodneſs of this 
| adorable 


is og Prey ger hen, 60 belold 7: 


Like that . ghd of .drw. in the. lat gf 


| them, his precepts impreſſed upon them, 
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; adprable Being, he (evolved: devontly z 

aud the impreſſion was awful and affect- 
ing Thus muſt · cyery device and ima- 
Wuation of his heart have been wiſely 
regplaged ; and cycry., propenſity to cor- 
| ruption ſubdued. He whomas habitu · 
gted, to ſet God always before his eyes, 
caulq inaulge ng inordinate deſires, har- 
hour a0 thoughts difpleaſing to the, being 


2 
2 


He who walked in a perpetual ſenſe af 
the divine inſpęctign, mull ier walked 
wilgly, and cirgurapetly and. vel: 
_-auot il n awanb. aut H lle, 

Non was the hleſſed iufinence of this 
his leading principle cnfned to himſelf, 


„ Harueſt, of which the Prophet ſpeaks, 


it gave comfort, and rcfreſhment to, all a. 
mung him, amidſt their worldly labours 
and q perplexitiea Ther of hie, bouſ- 
hold had, his knowledge oon veyed to 


his e diſplayed be them. 
1 2b 8 Senſible 
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Senſible of the duties they claimed from 
happineſs; he was their guide ant coun · 
ſellor. The vital flame ol piety Was 


. ha dia — Ss | 
and piaus character,. the child of | this 
world may affect 'ta-diſcever-ſomething 
gloomy and moroſe, - ſomething. ſelfih, 
gontracted, and de baſed, in that temper 

which ſerms to deſpiſt all worldly ob- 
Jede, and to extend its views even o 
the ihrone of the Almighty. ie deems 
this, fervile ſupetſtition a and triumph 
in, what he calls, the finer ſocial. feel- 
iagse But che devotion. of Cornelius was 
humane and bene volent: it breathed the 
true ſpirit of charity and loving kind - 


1 neſs: ſor, ht gane much alm to the 


pcie He way not confined! within 


td bound of dan dun zullen, or taught 
chin to 
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to content | himſelf with granting to his 
neighbour what was claimed as his un- 
doubted right. His religion inſpired him 
with a tenderneſs of uffection for every 
fellow creature and every child of the 
ſame heavenly parent whom he adored. 
It prompted him to ſupply their wants, 
to alleviate their diſtreſſes, to live in an 
active and affectionate diſcharge of all 
good and gracious offices, diſtrĩbuting and 
communicating, according to his power 
and the indigenoies of thoſe around him, 
willingly and liberally, with thankfulneſs 
for tlie bleſſings he had' received, and 
_ eompaſſion' for the neceſſities of others, 
Hie benevolence: as not diverted by the 
cates and 'buſineſs" of his profeſſton, not 
diſſipated by pfeafute, not cnſual or li- 
mite; but Neady;' perſevering, and a- 
bounding: u nod tas nette, 


| hitte Br „nid 10 iq Son! 


Aup now to give chi higheſt and com- 
Pfleateſtifiniſhing to this character. He 
vas not only cateful to poſſeſs his mind 
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with" true principles of duty both to God 
and man, but it was his daily concern to 
preſerve theſe principles in full. vigour 
and perfection: for, he. prayed unta 
% Cod afways,” that is, at ſtated and 
frequent periods, publickly and privately; 
He was duly impreſſed: with the perfec- 
tions of God; and conſtant and fervent 
adoration was the natural con ſequende of 
this impreſſion. He knew that he was 
a dependent creature, preſerved and ſup- 
ported by the graciaus providenet of the 
Almighty: he acknowledged this depen- 
dence; and petitioned for this preſerva- 
tion and ſupport. He was affected by 
the mereies he had received: and he 
breathed out his praiſe and thankfgiv- 
ing. He felt his own frailties and of- 
ſiſtance and forgiveneſs. He was expoſed 
to Wants and dangers: and he addreſſed 
himſelf for aid to the all- mighty and all - 
| gracious dehvererc E900 "*q Bil t5 
am is © botogght ors ernoinifolgrte 
HOIT#a212 | een 
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' Sven was the character, and ſuch the 
conduct of this Gentile ; for he was a 
Gentile. He knew not the ſtupendous 
mercies of God through Chriſt Jeſus, 
The glad tidings of this ſalvation had 
not viſited him; nor were life and im- 
mortality clearly diſeloſed to him. God, 
indeed, ſaw him fitted to receive theſe 
bleſbags. They were, therefore, con- 
veyed to him by a miraculous diſpenſa - 
tion. For he is faithful who had pro- 
miſed, that if any man doth God's will, 
. he Hall know f — __ it 
„ fe ner 1 
Nh bah , As 77170 
Non 1 tiny: of e 
8 now deſcribed, appears to 
Have been no | recluſe, or ſequeſtered 
gcalot, ſubject to impreiſſions of melan- 
choly or enthuſiaſm. Nor vas be | of 
thoſe orders of life: called vulgar, fo as 
to be ſuſpetcted of any of | thoſe! ignorant 
or ſordid: prejudices to which debaſing 
employments are ſuppoſed to give riſe. 
11918 I menTION 


SERMON VI. 173 
I MENTION theſe. particulars, the ra- 
ther, as 1 now addreſs myſelf to perſons 
raiſed above the lower ranks of life, of 
decent, if not elevated conditions, of 
general and extenſive -intercourſe, in- 


We, my brethren, are bleſſed with a 
full diſcovery of God's gracious mercies. 
We have the motives and influences of 
the Goſpel to direct us: we are more 
eſpecially bound to live and act ſuitably 
to our privileges and advantages. Let 
us examine our hearts faithfully and 
ſincerely. Let us dwell upon the cha- 
racter now diſplayed before us; and im- 
partially compare it with our , own. 
Many, I truſt; can abide ſuch examina- 
tion without reproach. | Yet ſo numer- 
ous, and ſo fatally prevailing are the 
maxim, its agitations and engagements, 
its; pleaſures and ſeductions, that the con- 
ſciences of many muſt ſhrink from the 


42s ſevere 
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ſevere trial. Let us ſuppoſe them called 


to a ſtrict account on the ſeveral parti- 


culars ſo honourable to the character of 
Cornelius: and firſt, as to that reverence 
and fear of God, the reigning principle, 
to direct and regulate: our actions and 
nee 

| tg . 
= 1 Real —_— inet 5 1 mari of 
dis wedd confeſg „ 1 bade berw tought 
the goodneſs and juſtice of the Great 
Author of my being and ſalvation: 
5, but the object is too awful and over- 
* -powering, for my weakneſb to endure. 
What though the Almighty be not in 
all my thoughts? Vet my dealings are 
fair, friendly, atid equitable. What 
the man of religion praQiſcs in the 
4 fear of God, I perform from à ſenſe of 
+ 'decency;' reQitude" and honour,” But 
to impute it to the pride or the abaſe- 
ment of tlie creature, that he will not 
turn his thoughts to his Great Author 
$1940! and 


1 


terly defective. But not to dwell upon 
the folly of laying other foundations 
than God hath laid; let us appeal to ex- 
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and Preſerver. Hath he underſtanding 


and diſcernment? He then knoweth the 
ſource, whence all his bleſſings are de- 
rived. - And can love and reverence, and 


gratitude be excluded from his ſcheme 


of conduct ? Is it decency” to affect a 
diſtegard to the Being of Infinite Per- 
fection ? Is it rectitude to deny our 


reaſonable ſervice: to him in whom we 
tue, and move, and have our being? 


Is it honour to receive ineſtimable be- 
nefits with indifference ? Suppoſing then 
theſe rules of conduct to be ever ſo cor- 
rect and uncorrupted; they are yet ut- 


perience; let us examine the teal in- 
fluence of this ſenſe of decency; recti- 
tude and honour, as it i obſerved in the 
World. une Am ie 98 lat LAKE 


C 


„ eee i ac nanifaety 


I forms Aae 33 


2 to * — opinion of 


zu 5 thoſe 
N 1 
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 thoſ&.atonad us. It decks the face with 


oaleulated to promote the mofl felfith, 
if nt the ' moſt corrupt purpoſes. It 
teacheth juſtice, here juſtice ia re- 
putabie ; but permitteth the moſt fla- 
grant wrong, hene it cannot immedi- 
Inſtead of a many oppoſitiow to im- 
moral and uurea ſonabie cuſtom, it teach - 
eik an atyet compliance to the meaneſt 
and mot unreaſonable prejudices. It 


ienee;//and diſſipates the good gifts of 
Providence, in ſctf-cnjoyment, in vanity 
and eſtentation; or. in er 
fully through the foul path of - ſordid 
purſuits, unjuſt deſigns, and faſhionable 
fraud. Inſtead of regulating and ſob- 
duing the unruly affeions, it allows 


them to range Freely; and to'tyramiize 
n It looks with- 


oc : out 
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out ſeyerity on the, purſuit. of pleaſures, 
indulged, if not applauded, by a world 
-_ to their pernicious conſequences. 

It, whiſpers: to our pride, that a flight, 
or. an imaginaty offence is not to be 
expiated but by the blood of our fellow- 
Mature. It teacheth, that the gratifi- 
cation of our on ſenſual and vain de- 
fires ſhould be the end of all our la- 


* 4 4 ” , 4 7 
1 89 kd — * 4: A - e = . { J » 7 % * 
2 . 44 d? Wera e i. > - 1 
. ＋ 


| Yn Dirt Keick 
ü Ap box is the man of worldly, p prin- 
ciplesgireded | in his duties to thoſe im- 
mediately depending on him? He: cannot 
teach his houſe that fear of God which 
hath not poſſeſſed his own, mind. He 
looks not beyond the / preſent period of 
exiſtence. He cannot, therefore, direct 
the views of. bers to more enlarged and 
— — tee 
for thoſe accompliſhments, which may 
recommend him to the favourable atten- 
tion apd good offices of others. For 
Vol. I. N this 
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mis is the avowed end of all his own 
Hbovrs! Or Thould he be yet aſhamed 
to dettiy the neceffity of religious in- 
Auction, the charge is conſigned to the 
Hire teacher: HE himſelf is tod deeply 
Ehigaged in the oerupations of the world, 
to take any part in 4 taſk ſo N 

Able; fo nleceſfury, and fo detishtfül. 
$8! 1006 lle 10 us 3 Sf Þiooot ell 
Axp doth he give © much almt N 1s 
| his benevolence vigorous and extenſive ? 
"Alb!" the reigiug principles of His heart 
tonfinne binn to'H9 Cn intereſt, and His 
own indulgenee: He may 556 bunt 
ohe cohſtifatibnial good-tiature': but it 
ie ignorant and capricioblly” exerted, 
Ant Cäffly Chtröuled. Shiite 6f vanity 
may extort his bouty; "bt loving-kitid- 
deb östth hor Walke its 2Boke With" kim 
"His Heart is töb müch occupied to entet- 
telt it: Hör doth e regard his feflow- 
(Ertathres im theſe" views Which would 
© molf effettitilly recommend ther to His 


"AOR © ir 30 805i ogg Affection. 
Aiti! Ve 1 .2oV 
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affection. He doth not conſider them 
as his own brethren,” of his own family, 
partakers, not only of the ſame nature, 
but the ſame ſalvation ; children of the 
ſame Heavenly Father, and OE of the 
fame covetianted mercy. 

ö wes 3836 ee 

anf as to wenig unto God u avis 
the man of worldly decency, rectitude 
and honour, hath neither leiſure, nor 
inclination for the due performance of 
this ſervice. The adotation of the High 
and Holy One he leaves to the recluſt 
und diſengaged. The ſupplications of 
_ weak offending creature, the grateful 
ſtrains of praiſe, the humble acktiow- 
ledgment of megcies, be perhaps regards 
as the effuſions of ſuperſtitious weakneſs. 
At leaſt, his ſcheme and courſe of con-. 
duct do not include theſe duties of a 
reaſonable creature. And of the glo- 
nous privileges of "a chriſtian he Bath 
but a faint and lifelefs imprefflon. That 


93799 9 


5 this! is no unjuſt or raſh furmize, we 


1 80 . 000 | have 


— 
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have at this, hour a proof before us. 
For how ſhall we. elſe account for that 
total abſence from the publick ſervice of 
God, which men in active and exalted 
ſpheres of life ſcarcely conſider as an 
offence; or for their cold and formal 


indifference, if at any time, or from any 
motive, they ane e e 
geegation? ::39259h I 16 n ; 


C41 2 als jt 191 1911315 191 1 A114 F, 


10 « 
Þo AND. 8 Proper rus of 
the due returns "oy that 'goodneſs which 
bath raiſed us above the ſtate of igno- 
 ranee.and: rudeneſs 2. No, my W 
wer were not made nd redeemed for a 
life of poliſhed jon: not is the 
duty of a Chriſtian; diſcharged by fair 
and plauſible, appearances. He is not 
called to ftom his outward demeanour, 
Jo as to recommend himſelf to the world 
and to attain the good things of this 
tions, fp, as tg fit and prepare him for a 
in 2 N life 
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life of everlaſting joy and exaltation. 
He is taught to think on whatſoever 
5 really ne, lovely, or of good 
„report? ſo as to appear bd and 
dignified in worldly ſocieties :” but he is 
taught to extend his views far beyond all 
worldly ſocieties ; and to ſeek the honour 
which cometh from God, when the little 
intereſts and concerns of this Aa 7 
1 1 I + TER DAS ; 2 3111 


Wen bs 608 may TY PR LOO 
ples of the natural man, whether they be 
defective and © imperfeQ; erroneous or 
corrupt, we are daily taught the bleſſed 
rule of conduct, that habitual fear and 
reverence of God, which caſt fo glorious 
2 colouring ovefall-the: actions of Cor- 
nelius. Cheriſh and improve it; for it is 

the ( peari of great price.” The prayers 
— of Cornelius were acoepted 
as a greatful ſaeriſiee: and a [miraculous 
effuſion of the Holy Spirit was the im- 
mediate reward of his ſincerity. The 
yi Ka Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian who ſets, God always before his 

eyes, and eultivates his religious princi- 
equally; aſſured, that bis prayers and his 
alms are ' accepted; that God will viſit 
him with an abundant portion of his 
ſpirit; that he hath his ſure guide and 
ſupport amidſt the: dangers; of this pre- 
various: ſtate; that his path leadeth to 
life eternal; and that he ſhall proceed 
ſteadily from ſtrength to ſtrength, till in 
that awful moment which awaits us, 
when this earthly tabernacle is ready to 
be diſſolved, he ſhall look up with con- 
Kidence 01:44 eee that: SO at 
| n 2 


— 
unos. 1 4 


8 


BA A e to eee 
erenture Will be the gcfletiony that his 
days have paſſed in tho buſineſs and en- 
joyments of the world, that his ſtation 
hath been diſtinguiſhed, his ſocieties 
faſhionable, his vices concealed, and his 


LP, „ The ſcene of human 


- Kiſtin vanity | | 
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vanity is cloſing: an awful judge, a tre- 
mendous tribunal are now riſing to his 
view. But that he hath lived in the fear 
of God, that he hath endeavoured to 
know his will, and to keep his com- 
mandments ; — here is his conſolation. 
In the midſt of pain, and languor and 
affliction, he looketh up to his hope and 
refuge, his preſent help in time of trou- 
ble: He feels that there is acceptance for 
his ſincerity, and forgiveneſs for his 
backſlidings. He breaks the bands of 
death, even at that awful moment, when 
its dominion ſeems uncontroulable ; and 
burſts into the regions of eternal glory 
and felicity prepared for the faithful ſer- 
vant of God and follower of Chriſt 
Jeſus, 1 
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Rule to'be — in olititing the Favour 
* enn e 


* 
05 # d 


Preacied 6 * ne en DuzLIN. 


.  NumzERs, chap. xxii. verſe 18. 


And Balaum anfuered and ſaid "unto the 
— ſervants of Balak, if Balak would grve 
me his houſe full of filver and gold, T 

cant go beyond the word of the Lord 
* jo rates e cider oi EY 
Tn IS ſpirited and a 50 awer 

appears i in the more ftriking view, when 
we conſider the preſent ſituation of Ba- 
laam. Though dwelling in an idola- 
trous country, he acknowledged the 

Supreme Being, and was even favoured 

rk | | with 


— 


l 
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with divine communications. The ſu- 
perſtition of thoſe around him gave ex- 


traordinary N to his prophetic ä 


character. They ſuppoſed him poſſeſſed 
of the power of devoting their enemies 
to deſtruction by his word. The king 
of Moab, terrified at the approach of 
the Iſraclites, ſolicits him, with every 


attention ſo flattering to human pride, 


with the moſt ample and enticing pro- 


miſes of wealth and royal favour, and 
dignities, to pronounce his curſe upon a 
people whom Gad had bleſſed, It ſeems 
evident from the hiſtory, that Balaam 
would gladly have complied. But his 


bition might ſtimulate, the terrours of 
the Lord were mightier in qperation. 
The king found it neceſſary to-repeat. his 
ſolicitations. Vet che divine command 
ſtill maintained its ſuperiority: and Ba- 
laam ſtill anſwered by the decleration of 
neten. bas Ini 9091qH2 
lier lr 


paſſions were contronled by a. ſuperiour | 
power; ſtrongly. as his ayarice, and am- 


| 
' 


S ERM ON VIE 187 


Ir is not neceſſary to enquire whether 
Balaam intended to expreſs any natural 
impoſſibility of his gang, hond the 
* word of tlie Lord;”. or to declare bis 
: from. purpoſe. of adhering. to the divine 
direction, notwithſtanding all that power 
or greatneſs. could:, beſtow. We do no 
violence to the text, by conſidering his 
anſwer. in this latter ſenſe. And thus 
F of 
_ diſcourſe. . 4 | | 


N re . wo are to. 1 3 5 as 
written for our admonition. And it is 
our part to read, to meditate, to deduce 
ſuch precepts as theſe ſacred records may 
afford for the direction of our conduct. 
If then we conſider the paſſage now be- 
fore us with the leaſt ſerious attention, 
it is obvious to reflect, that we alſo are 
powerfully influenced by proſpects of 
worldly intereſt, that many of the moſt 
alluting advantages of this world are not 
to be obtained but by the favour of our 


_ Smoolg ſuperiours : 
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ſuperiours: that ſchemes for acquiring 
their favour are already formed in that 
early period, when hope is lively, and 


ſo / obſcure, ſo hopeleſs and abandoned, 
as not to hold forth ſome "advantages to 


prompt us to ſuch/deportment as may 
ali " te : v1] with reſpect to us, | 
may bo called great” The purſuit may 


the path we are to tread is dangerous. 
'The unexperienced muſt proceed with 
peculiar * caution, We walk 3 4 Jaſt 
ee arne n 


” - £ 
* = . 2 10 


rf is not mh buſineſs of this A to 


detail the various maxims of worldly 
prudence or artifice; to regulate the de- 


meanour, to compoſe the fair exteriour, 


to form the aſpect of inſinuation, to 
teach the language of "addreſs, We 
know and teach only the ſimplicity and 
 fandity of our chriſtian proſeſſton. Tt 


youth aſpiring: nor is there any ſtation 


5 yur not Hama us, witk a ſevere and 
4 VOTES? | Py 
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gloomy rigour, from the ; buſigels, and 
en of life. It doch not denougoe 
its terrours agaioft the . purſuit of preſent 
intereſts, or the reaſonable attention dur 
to thoſe by whom our intereſts may be 
promoted. But it reminds us that we 
ha ve A Superiour in heaven, whoſe fa- 
your is infinitely more valuable, whoſe 
diſpleaſure infinitely more tremendous, 
than that of the, moſt, exalted, among 


the children of men. Ot his will we 
hay rived the ere mien 


And, therefore, bor 3: A6 Iban 
"oi ou Sift}: Fo eli fr Genre if 2 BIO 211 
od * Is the purſuit. of worldly intereſts, 
in our endeavours. to commend, our- 
* ſelves and our concerns to thoſe. above 


us, WE. bo, a, plain rule for ↄur di- 
& os e ,cannot go, bend the 


Tuer who are; already. hardened, hy 
long intercourſe with, the egrrupt, and 


vitious, 


+ nm i in; 


he Lord our. God, 10 d he * 


— * vc: Kt Mock Ne De 16 1e 
van, STHhs3[n macht oi nod i boy} 
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vitious, Way regard"this rule "with In- 
difference or 9 9 12 ſuch enjoy 
the rionientary 1 feward of their apoftacy. 
They have ſold their bi fhright ; and” are 
too intent on u the ' wretched 
pittance they bade received (if, indeed, 
they have 2805 it) to refle& on the 


vileneſs” k their fallen flate. But tb 


You, . my | brethren, "who have not fe- 
nounced the hope '6f * Fout calllng, nor 
forſaken the guide of Your” Youth, "Te 
may not de uſefefy to cufdreb this rüle. 
And I conſult your edificatlon, by watt 


ing you, in the firſt place, of ſome more 


flagranit inſtandes ii hielt it 4 © too 


nemo Yao! 1 
often violated. d 
ds focht dt 28135105 tho bas ese 


r than, Abet, he Se e Fer be- 
*% We bit 148 n 


* wrd of tb Eu Wh Fells dhe fa- 
_ , your of, thoſe above, him, by an Uhre- 

ſerved ſubmiſſion to their leaſure, "4 
Vlindly reigning Himfelf 46" thar 
dcs the flave"of thile" Fame 5 


Oy ; inſtrument 


ance Gf 7he 


| 
| 
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inſtrument of their purpoſes, without 
reſerve or feraple. A character oo 
demacd by God, fcorned by man, and 
defpited by thoſe to whom be is thus 
ſubfervient. Een to the natural man, 
L fu. bis abject fate muſt appear odious 
and coutemptible; though the com- 
pfiances required were got of the moſt 
corrupt and vitious Kind: Bot few per- 
ſons, it is to be hoped, can defoend to 
fuch a ſtate whoſe minds are not already 
prepared for any foul enormity. Nor is 
Implicit obedience ever required for 
"and honeſt putpoſes. When Kaen. 
Atuinedts are employed. it mut be to 
pP'̃omote ſuchi deſigas as none büt ſervile 
inſtrummets © will * Promote: defigns of 
ambition, Kaüd, _ circum vention, 
| crürlty and 0 Aud if the vile- 
ness of fuch Waden could admit of 
any aggravation, it might be obferved. 
that they are oftentimes the fla ves of 
1 " thofs, Who have fubmitted to the flavety 
1 to the lte "Views of 


other 


3 


4 


h their vu. deſcends to, be the compa- 


_ form, to them, and thus make them the 
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other men; the laſt. of a long ſeries, of 
paſſive dependents, who have ſacrificed 


that befits the name, I will not ſay of a 
chriſtian, but of a human creature, to 


N the gratification, of ſome. ſordid paſſion. : 
an order of beings too .contemptible for 


n, were, not their vileneſa of- 


L? 


"tentimes, concealed in the ſplendour of 


worldly proſperity; and. were it, not 
. therefore neceſſary to diſplay their true 
defotmity to the e. borcgeag 


AE e bir 92 iki 


Lax alſo a juſt N of the 
man who although. be hath not abilities 
or, opportunities to promote the wicked 
_ deſigns of thoſe above him; yet, to gain 


nion and ;encourager. of their private 


vices: who ſtudies their, paſſions and fa- 


| vourite corruptions,.: that he may con- 


agents of his purpoſes. Dreadful and 


a profligacy ! An ſinners are en 
couraged 


30 


all that js virtuous, and praiſc-worthy, all 
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couraged and confirmed, and at the ſame 
time load' themſelves with the additional 
guilt of encouraging and confirming their 
aflociates in ſin: when the ſuperiour 
and the dependant, alike corrupting and 
| corrupted; walk hand in hand in the 
ways of wickedneſs, animating and aſ- 
ſiſting each other in the fatal progreſs ; 
till, led to the utmoſt: point of depra- 
vity, they ſeiae the feat of the ſcorner, 
the impotent virulence of their contempt | 
pan everthing e eee 
bonourable. To" a5 roirr en 


3 og arty I, SAT 82 * Sie r oo 


30 — ones. oleh ” 
etigaging the favour of ſuptriours, ut- 
terly repugbant to the integrity of our 
profeſſion. a αẽll. ad to the (dignity: t 
dun nature! fed fheiniabebfisithe ſuceeld 
with which it is too often piadiiſed- For 
rank and ſtation are not always attended 
with enoblech ſentimenta, or firm und 


exalted underſtanding. Ontheconcray, 
nan. I. 0 they” 
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they are ſometimes diſgraced by vanity 
and weakneſs, as well as by the groſſer 
vices. Iu this caſe, the man inſenſible 
to the principles of truth and virtue hath 
an ample field fot the purſuit: of his in- 
word, every look of his ſuperiour affords 
him perpetual occaſions of ſtealing imper- 
eeptibly into his affection. Ie may be 
doo utelefb to be made his agent or as 
yet too mean to be admitted as his N | 
tous uſſociate; yet ſtill he hath his re- 
fource;-i-the affiduouſneſs of attention; 
the obſequiouſneſs of ſubmiſſion : the 
lying tongue which echoes the language 
folly, and the falſt look? were a  ſtnjle 


of adulatiom and; ſervility dwells con- 
Rantly aud habitually, eve to di. 


Alte with hypobritical approbation; ation; and 
_—_affidtetpleaafmei1fs 60) 591 dives thrive 
Sb Nl 208 HO hun op 
dur men» maybe too chmderſant in 
LA the refinemients of worludy⸗ fubtlety o 
voll: © 1 ame 
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aſſume the direct and leſs diſguiſed 
modes of adulation. They may affect 
ſimplicity; they may ſpeak the language 
of plain, undeſigning, artleſs ſincerity ; 

yet in this deceitful garb they may im- 
poſe on their ſuperiours by falſhoods no 
leſs odious than thoſe of ſervility and 
ſubmiſſion: by lying inſinuations ſug- 
geſted by jealouſy and envy; malicious 
repreſentations of thoſe ho are ſuſpect- 
ed to be competitots for favour, and per- 
has known to be more deſerving ; by 
dark and fraudulent artifioes for ſup- 
planting them, or for building an in- 
tereſt on their ruin; by falſe aſſurances, 
and inſiduous advice, in conſequence of 
which men ate often driven to the ruin 
of their fortune, ot their fame; ſor the 
purpoſes of a ſelfiſh dependant.—But I 

ſhall. not dwell upon what your own! re- 


flections will naturally ne £1961 


290, 999). G evg on- Haar 
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mie more violent ontrages on religion 
and: morality, in gur intercourſe with 
thaſg;:above us yet ſtill we go be- 
Dand the worg.. of: tis Lord. if in the 
aſſiduity of our attention to a ſuperiour, 
if in gilte indulgence; of vanity or the 
purſyitsi.of / intereſt; we forget the more 
important purpaſes of our condition, or 
Haariſice the duties here allotted to us, 
Whatever theſe may be: if, we eonrt his 
miles; dor ſecle his favou,.õH to advance us 
dt ſosne higher Nations! by ſhewiog that 
e ate uttetly negligent,. and of canſe- 
ener amöerthy af that which we al- 
road ing word, if tho effect of 
Hiuhſawionne to dur: fellow - creature be, in 
any degree, 0 frlas our diligencc:in. the 
cx vic qf our Ctentar, 10 jack A % 
Labs nb, AR: |; 0 beg. 77 
Io nat mean, by this detail, übat 


men devoted ta the-katle intereſts of the 

world, confine themſelves to ſome one 
of theſe, or ſueh likes; wicket ; means of 

_ advancing A > 


* 6 2173 


s E R MON vll. %% 
of the world is too ſevere and rigorous! 
not to require a more compleat and ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion, a total renunciation of 
every good principle, and a complication 


of odious and vitious practices of every- 


kind.— Such is oftentimes their wretchs: 
ed ſervitude, who pride themſelves in 


their worldly wiſdom; who affect ap- 


pearances of conſequenoe and dignity 
who are themſelves perhaps (amidſt all 
their humiliation and ſubmiſſion to thoſeo 
above them) careſſed, 'flattered,' and en- 
vied; and preſume to lift up their pro- 
fane voices againſt integrity and fingle - 
neſs of heart: as if an open àbowal, 
and ſhameleſs triumph obuld efface their 
guilt; or  ſeoffing and deriſion confound 
at Janne between good and evil. 


7 Hor ov! Tacoma) 


"I Haute boidsen myſelf for the moſt 


part with barely pointing out the vi- 
tious practices of thoſe; who in their 
worldly" purſuits, tranſgreſs the bounds 


5 of virtue and religion ; betauſe tliey are 


*UNTNY ſuch 


a 
—— 02 0 eo 
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quickly hardened, againſt all the re- 
proaches of conſcience, let us ſeriouſſy 
conſider what are the advantages, for 
which men thus renounce the true _ 
and jr ent 1 
-buq 12507 dd Fit 6 57: = 
Brents, een n an rd 
diſtinQion, with all their flattering ap- 
pendages. And art theſe the conſtant 
infallible reward of &rvilcaiguity, co. 
viotis-craft, abject and / p te con- 
deſcenſions ? No. You will quently ob- 
ſerve ſuch arts repaid with yain aſſur- 
ances, frnitleſ: attendance, fantaſtical 
hopes, W diſappointment, v vexation, re: 
morſe, contempt, and ridicule. Byt ſup- 
paſe them at length inveſted with, the 
tot. plenitude 


themſelves, but by diſguiſe and fallacy. 
Unbiaſſed reaſon: at once difcovers. and 
acknowledges their guilt and baſeneſs. 
uncorrupted ; before ye are entered on a 
dangerous career, in which ye may be 
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plenitude of worldly , proſperity. Let 


ſeſſor. Are thoſe riches a real bleſſing 
which ſerve to precipitate the ruin of 


the libertine? Or thoſe worldly honours 


and diſtinctions, which cannot even ſe- 
cure the unworthy from that diſregard 
and contempt which appear ſo hideous 
to his pride? Which raiſe, up his vileneſs 
and corruptions to the general view; at 
the very time while he fondly hopes that 
they are cqncealed in the little circle of 
his pretended admirers; and that the 
clamours of indignation are filenced, bo- 
cauſe his own cars are poſſeſſed with the 
voice of flattery ? Scorn and}, hatred, 
envy and invective, turbulence and diſ- 
traction, contentian and animoſity, ter- 
tour and anxiety, corrading paſſions, pain 
and diſcaſe.;. fuch are the ,worldly bleſ- 
Logs purebaſed at the expence of or 
Feience and, religion. ; 
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Bur bot us ſuppoſe for a moment, that 
the real enjoyment of thoſe worldly ad- 
vuntages purſued with ſo much eagerneſs, 
exactiy correſponded with their exteriour 
allurements; that however obtained or ap- 
plied;/they had an intrinſic value, without 
the leaſt allay of diſappointment or diſguſt: 

Vet how ſhort is their duration ! I I ſpeak 


not of the ſtrange viciſſitudes of human 


affairs, the ſevere reverſes of fortune, 


from which no man is exempted; and to 


which the corrupt and vitious are parti- 


| Eularly expoſed;” Suppoſe,” I ſay, "that 


Worldly advantages could be infeparably 
annsxed to our preſent tate, yet this tate 
bannt be of long continuance, and 


ment. Imagine, then, the man who 
Without remorſe or ſeruple hath forced 
his way to pleaſures, Tiches, and diſtinc- 
tion, through the moſt ſacred” bounds, 
imagine htm atrived at that folemn pe- 
riod when death appears to tear him 
| From his cnjoyments, The gay ſcene of 

a | „ pomp 


may determine with the Tucceeding mo- 


| 


| 
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pomp and ſplendour is now "cloſing ; ; 
anch all the labour of his days ready to 
paſs | away lite 4 tale that is told.” 
In that gloomy night of pain and weak- 
neſs, in which he lies undiſtinguiſhed 
from the meaneſt and wretchedeſt of his - 
fellow mortals, to which of his Idols 
ſhall he turn for relief or comfort ? 
Can worldly policy elude the ſtroke of 
the deſtroyer? Can wealth corrupt him, 
power controul him, or grandeur diſ- 
may him? Can dignities or titles allay 
the anguiſh of an expiring ſinner ; when 
«the worm” is ready to be ſpread un- 
« der him? ot the breath of flattery 
whiſper peace and conſolation, when 
% Hell from beneath is moved far” him 
14 10 meer” him af” his FO coming * 
Or what avails that \ wanton indifference, 
that levity and ſcorn, which, in the 
Hour of his ＋ 3 inſulted every 
thing re veren. and facred, when his ſoul 
departs with * 4 r fearful loking for of 
4 i Judgment,” too terrible to dwell u upon. 


Ir 
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Ir then ye would not be-docoired. and. 
betrayed in your worldly purſuits; if in 
the awful moment of diſſolution ve 
would ſecure that peace which paſſes all 
that this world can beſtow ;, fix your 
attention on the ſure guide and light of 
| your paths, the word of the Lord our 
God. And it is no zigorous or ſevere 
director. It teaches us, indeed, ee | 
put not our . truft in am child of man, 
fo. as to forget God; and to 2 
the ſervice of a Heavenly Maſter for 
chat of a capricious, vain, eorrupted crea» 
tore: but, it leaves us to the free pur- 
- fit of whatever worldly enjoyments 
may be acquired by integrity and bumi- 
lity, by benevolence. and active acal in 
every thing good and praiſe-worthy, 
| every thing connected with the honour 
of God, and the welfare of our fellow- 
ereatures. Whatever we may acquire, 
it teaches us to render truly valuable: 
wherever we may be unſucceſsful, it 
5 * us Hat chearful reſignation. which 


8 ERMON VIL 2003 
takes away the Ring, of diſappointment. 
But above all things, it conducts us to 
thoſe great objects which are worthy the 
regard of immortal creatures. However 
deſpiſed, depreſſed, or abandoned to 
neglect or obſcurity, to indigence or 
misfortune, it caſts 4 glory rougd our 
moſt humbled date, and gives tranſport 
even to the extremity of diſtreſs: for it 
points the way to the bleſſed inheritance 
of thoſe who have not * gone ere, fel. 
«owing the way of Balaam the ſon of 

„ "Boſor, "who loved the wages of un- 
bee > 


ha the wages of unrighteouſneſt 
periſh with the unrighteous! We are 

ealled to the ſure enjoyment of riches 
and''pleaſures, © incorruptible, eternal Th 
«the heavens :” to the favour of the 
Gracious Diſpenſer of © every good and 
perfect gift,” to the honour and glory 
which ſhall one day 'crown his faithfol 
ſervants in the preſence of men and 
angels: 


20% SERMON VI. 
angels: „ unte Mum Sion, and unto the 

&* city of the living God, the heaventy Je- 

% ruſajem, and to an innumerable company 

« of angels; to the general aſſembly and 

* chen of the Firft Born, which are 

« written in heaven; and to God the judge 

«of alt; "and to the fpirits ꝙ Juſt men 

« made perfect; and to Yeſus the Mediator 

« of the New Covenant To him, with 

E the Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſ- 


cribed all Wander and glory, now and for | 
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And euery man that firtuetſi for the. ma. 
te is temperate in all things. Now 
ter do it to abtain a curruptible erawn:: 
B. but "ue re en 20 


T SEQ, ien 3663.20! „v ot 
O. underſtand. the full force, and, im- 


port,; of, theſe words, it is neceſſary to . 


confider.. the alluſion. of. St. Paul, the 


amilttude he employs, and the.;purpoſe 


to Which be applics.t., nine 


21 Fig 67/023 gained noi 


Tux people to whom, he writes, 38 


* e Greeks, were remarkably 
addicted 


\ 
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which were held at ſtated times, and in 
wh were entertained, with. 
lily exerciſe 7 
diſtinguiſhed of theſe games was cele- 
brated . ii +2 the celebration of 
chem was a matter of national concern: 
and the-prize-beſtowed-on the Conque- 
rour, though in itſelf of little value, was 
 yetzaceounted a diſtinction highly hono- 


rable; even to a degree, ſcarcely con- 


veſwabſe by thofe of colder tempers than 
this lively people“ They who: afpired 
to this „ee. a long courſe 
of previous diſviplite; They abſtained 
from every thing that might impair their 
"vigour Or adivity.: From their catly years 
ey Were inured 16 this iegither!” in its 
utmolt feverity: and trained vp in fuch 
"ovale" öf life as might preplre them 
for their publick appearance, for conquer- 
ing, and receiving their crown. This is 
what the Apoſtle expreſſes in the text. 
Fuß man Yhat® Nen, Fer the A 


, 


1 of che moſt 
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tem every man that contendeth in 


your games, and would excel his anta- 


goniſt, „in renjferate in all things ,— 
is obliged to ſubmit to a long courſe of 
abſtinence and labour, to er 
1 and nnn 
10451 Bf Ut enen it Orr 
Now, the Chiiftian is Wegebwpee 
pared to the antagoniſt in theſe” games, 
and his duty illustrated by alluſions to 
them. Thus, we are exhorted to“ run 
fe rute that ir fer before 1 to 
* Nu de go fight,” or, as the words 
- riflly: ſignify, — — in the good 
erereiſe /, f, 4 I" Hherefore hþ 
Lune faith de- Agent h as un- 
Ser bot "like your" racers, With 
2 — not ar one 
r Nef, the arr” not as one of 
Font unfkilfuf combatants, whoſe firoke 
i nt pointed directly againft his adver- 
fe Bur” Pep under my boch, and 
Wy wy Alan fubjeefion,” 1 ue the ſame 
aol I Atrifneſs 
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Arianeſs. of diſcipline. with him, who 
would be viaorious, in your exerciſes: 
Al that b am mant, when, 1, have 
« preached to others, 1 welt audi be. 4 
| 66 * caſt-away -" ſhould, be | and 
rejected (like one of your antagoniſts 
who had not contender! duly and there- 
fore not ſucceſsfully) at the very time 


ing, or proclaiming, and diſcharging an 
office ſimilar to that of herald in theſe 


publick, games, who. directed and encou- 
raged the combatants, preſented their 


prize to view, proclaimed the condis 
tions of their conteſt, - and declared the 


conquerour. So that no ſimilitade could | 


be phe ge an to repreſent. the 
ne {is A Pi = 
2 ne r NN 3 v1 Is © 


_ ts, the, text, we haxe the-fame; als 


 lufions, together with a direct applica - 


tion of them, to the great purpoſe of the 


apoſile. If, faith he, one of the antage» 


that, IL am preaching, to others :—preach- 


"games, ſhall Fe yy 
long 


long and rigid courſe of diſeipline, to 
obtain the frivolous diſtinQion'of a day; 

what ſhould be the care and vigilance, 
and patience. of the chriſtian, in this his 
ſtate of preparation for another life: 
- when” he 1 aſpires to a crown of glory; 
um 555 tb 


l 45 . v5 "4 2 23») Fg: of +: 3 29 


. een to _ 
dreſs himſelf immediately to the men of 
this generation; he might poſſibly recur 
to other alluſions. He might direct their 
attention to thoſe, whoſc lives are en 
gaged in tlie purſuit of riches, honours; 
ſtation, or any worldly advantage. He 
might poiat ont the bare und affidumy 
with 3 mm mon 
. —— | 
every enjoyment that may retard their 
Progreſs anden during every difficulty 
that may-/ promote it; and this from 
Precarious expectation of things, which 
never may be obtained; if obtained, 
oTVoi. EL P may 


n face, that the beſt among us 


they correſpond: with their gayeſt ex- 
pecations, muſt be ſpeedily reſigned. 
. He might ſay to his diſciple, learn of the 
worldhy-minded and his labour; and 
diligence, and ſelf-denial, ſhould he pro- 
ceed, who ſeeks the bleſſings of an im- 
mortal Nate, which he is ſure to obtain 
by bis faithful efforts; which, when ob- 
tained, ſhall infinitely ſurpaſi his hopes; 
"br which never can be taken from 
him d It is, indred, with ſhame and con- 


wmuſt reflect on tliat difference of care 
and ſolicitude with which his-; preſent 
intereſia, and thaſe of an eternal exiſ- 
_ tence, are a »akdd:nothing) but 
deep, -ſerigtis; and:2epea can 
vorrect the impreſſions nom made on our 
_ ſenſes and imaginations, can counteract 
the force of preſent allurements, and give 
m a lively an well:as: rational conviction 


_  /* the value of ou final deſtination. 


vom . a 1 .i9 To | 
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To awaken us from indifference and 
inſenſibility it is, that our attention is 
tecalled to the obſervation of the text. 
And it ſhall be my preſent purpoſe to 
conſider what inſtruction and correRticin 
e be deduced Aer it. 


Y Yi NILES Iz 3 


Fri xs r, * * the * 5 
apoſtle teacheth every chriſtian to con- 
ſider that he hath one great object, which 
ſhould be ever kept in view; and on 
which his heart and its affections ſhould 
be fixed firmly and invariably: I mean 
the bappineſs of another life, and the 
ry Which Hath been revealed by Chriſt 
ſus. He is not left to the painful de- 
ductiotis of unaſſiſted reaſon, to give 
him ſome Wavering; ſome obſcure, ſome 
precatious' ExpeAation of futurity. His 
rxpeAation in earneſt,” for he knows 
whom he hath believed. The word of 
truth bath declaredp that he - was not 
made and tedetmed to 'crawl for a few = 
days on earth, det abe bone f büngtif 


9M 1yora? P 2 to 
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He, therefore, looketh in full confidence 
to his abiding place; and knoweth and 
is afſured, that his proper reſidence, and 
indeed his proper exiſtence, is with the 
holieſt and moſt exalted of God's crea- 
tures, . amidſt the unutterably valuable 


tren ſures of divine n. anal. 
209 03 iii 93 08821. 
H is, in the . e GE 
that: his preſent, ſtate. is + fate, pf dich 
pline and preparation, in which, he is to 
be taught, trained, and qualified, both to 
attain and to enjoy his final happineſs, 
In this mortal ſojourn then, the, may be 
compared to a child in his .courſe. of 
early. diſcipline; in vchich he is t con 
form. o rule, to gegeive iaſtrugion, to 
pracdiſe, and; to, perform what. is prer 
ſeribed, in order dg acquire ſume parti- 
onlat aecompliſhmegts. In, like manner, 
the chriſtian is now, in hat, may be 
called a Nate, of pupilagez not yet ar 


n. his nal, courſe of ation and 
2 4 enjoyment, 
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enjoyment; but to be formed and pro- 
vided for it, by previous exerciſe, by the 
practice of thoſe duties which God re- 
quires in his preſent ſtate, and had grar 
ciouſly appointed for the purpoſe of his 
_ Malvation, and by fixing ſuch habits and 
diſpoſitions in his mind, as, by God's 
gracious: aſſiſtance, may prepare him for 
is a conſideration ef ſuch infinite im- 
-portance; that we find it repeatedly! en- 
forced in the holy ſcriptures, and illuſ- 
our conceptions. Sometimes we are re- 
preſented as ſervants entruſted with va- 
rious portions of our Lord's riehes, and 
-rewarded -according! to our faithful ap- 
plication and improvement of them: 
ſometimes as huſbandmen patiently en- 
during the toil of tilling and of fowing, 
from a conſident aſſurante of reaping 
the glorious harveſt, in God's appointed 
time: and in the tert; as nien ont nd- 
ing for a crown of! never fading glory, 


egi. and 
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and bound by all the rules of true wiſ- 


dom; to make their whole preſent courſe 
of: e ee to ho: -attarn.” 


= ga Bur InStorg ent. ni 35 wg 
Fin 36 Sonia 51 33 61h 18 vir: 
B Wen eee 
how forcibly the things of this world 
imprefs our minds, how we are embar- 
raſſed and entangled by them, how rea- 
dily our weakneſs and corruptions yield 
to thbir allurements, it is of great mo- 
-meitt to every individual among us, as 
he wquld not” fall from the ſtation in 
which God hath placed him, as he would 
not fforfeit the glorious in heritaner pre- 
pared for him frequently and ſeriouſly 
tp obnſider the groat purpoſe of his pre- 
ent being, and to poſſeſs his mind with 
ſentiments ſuited to his final deſtination. 
Perhaps he is dazzled with theTplendour 
ofthis world, and confiders-what is now 
{granted or denied him, as of real and 
intrinſio value. Perhaps'he: feels his own 
Abaſement, When he furveys the good 
bas wings 70 
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things poſſeſſed by others. Let him then 
awaken from the viſions of this mortal 
Nate, whether they ariſe to delight him, 
or to diſtreſs him. Let him fix his 
thoughts on the real and ſubſtantial hap- 
pineſs of a redeemed creature. Let him 
conſider, that God, by calling us all 
equally to ſalvation, hath beſtowed his 
abundant mercy equally on all, without 
reſpect to worldly condition, which in 
his ſight is altogether lighter than vanity 
itſelf. It is not being arrayed gorgeouſly, 
or faring ſumptuouſly, or enjoying pre- 
ſent eaſe or elegance, or living in the 
pride of life, that conſtitutes the dignity 
and happineſs of creatures ſuch as we 
are. Favoured and diſtinguiſhed, as we 
ha ve been; by the divine mercy, we are 
to look up to higher things. - That we 
are called to eternal life, that we are 
fitted to the attainment of it: this is 
our glory and our J. Aud This Nibuld 
| be'ever wa in view; "to begabte all our 
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conduQ, in the preſent ſtage of our ex- 
iſtence; to direct all our purſuits and 


Keltres to the final, aim agd object of 4 
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| 4 MINES o 
this life according to their real _ 
and, value; when we. regard them, 38 
he oecaſſons and opportunities of _mak- 
ang gur calling and election ſure; and 
Ihen gur hearts are firmly fixed on our 
Anal deſtination; we ſhall not think the 
Precept af the text ſevere. or gloomy. 

We hall readily acknowledge, that like 
erciſes, the chriſtian, in f | 


Ot n 
„ Axp when, we eſtimate the 
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petites ſubdued; that they may not im- 
pede or retard him in his race: that his 
ſoul be not imbruted by the foulneſs and 
extravagance of his preſent | gratificati- 
ons: that he keep his proud and angry 
paſſions in due ſubjection; that the 
crooked ways may be made ſtraight, and 
the rough . in 3: uad ade every 
be carefully bets or efſo@ually re- 
moved. All this is enjoĩned, in that 
ſtrength and boldneſs of expreſſion pe- 
culiar to Saint Paul. «. They/ that are 
« Chris,” ſaith he; ©, have crucified: tie 
fat, with its affeions and luſis: have 
rejected, renounced, and utterly. torn 
away from them, as deteſtable and vile, 
every worldly affection, every carnal in- 
dulgence, that may diſappoint their final 
hopes, or turn them fatally. away from 
* chriſtian progreſs. cel $1 


* 28 . of e But 
in our weakneſs and perverſions, we are 


not 


 ebaoltiquitt 
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not \always; guided by the dictates of 
ments ſeduce us. We are involved in 
me tümult and turbulence of the world: 


proud impatience, and unmanly 11 0 iſh, 
by «iftreſs. We ate then in a f tuation 


truly perilous. We are in danger of 
falling finally and irrecoverably. AKA 


if remorſe” and ſelf-condemnation/ could 


avert this danger, the worſt and vileſt 
among us-could eaſily make his calling 
and election ſure. But be not deceived. 
Vigorous exertions and ſelf. government, 
habitval reflection and meditation, peti- 
* 1 N for divine* af 
confidence beyond the ſphere 2 
objects, and to 'a with n 
25 2 N falvati on. TY FAY 


* Tue ave! 3 955 ee, eee. 
55 | ſtupified, 
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ftupified, may feel its terrours, and en- 
dea vour to allay them. He may hope 
by ſome future repentance, to turn away 
the wrath denqunced againſt his doings. 
And God grant that he may be ſpeedily 
and effectually awakened to a piercing 
ſenſe of his danger! But there is a dan- 


ger which perhaps be hath not duly 
gonſidered. He hath formed his corrupt 
and ſenſual habits. He already feels the 
conſequences, in the darkneſs of his un- 
_ derſtanding, and foulneſs of his affec- 
tions; in his gradual declenfion from 
every thing good and  praiſe-worthy, 
even to a brutiſh vileneſs. It were pre- 
ſumption to expect, that the : gracious 
Spirit which he hath long and obſtinately 
teſiſted, will, at any period of his ex- 
iſtence, totally change his nature, or 
cleanſe him from thoſe pollutions he 
'hath wilfully contracted. And if ſo, 
how unſpeakably tremendous muſt be 
his future ſtate! There his habits and 
affections muſt ſtill attend him, and 


St 63579 render 


2a» 8 ERM ON vil 
render him not only unworthy, but in- 
capable, of the joys' of eternity. In the 
manſions of our father's houſe there are 
no carnal indulgences, no worldly plea- 
—————— 
no bitterneſs, or ſtriſe, or wrath, or cla- 
mur and evil ſpeaking, no faction or 
contention: and therefore no gratiſica- 
tion for thoſe who, by long uſe and 
indulgence, know no other gratifications. 
The wretch thus debaſed and defiled 
-hath but one proper manſion, in out- 
ward idarkneſs' with the Devil and his 
_— Kew fas Doo: nt rd a 


— 


—— 1 l to i a 
matter in a ſtrong and ſtriking light: It 
tian, and of conſequence, thoſe virtues 

and graces which conſtitute the chriſtian, 
are ut preſent, in the ſtate of | ſeed ſown 
in the earth. But that in a future life, 
tte ſeed duly depoſited in the ſoil duly 
prepared, ſhall ſpring up, ſhall open and 
12021 | | enlarge | 
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enlarge itſelf to an aſtoniſhing degree of 
beauty and magnificence. So that the 
fruit ſhall be the exalting of his. nature, 
even to the glory and perfection of the 
| Angelic orders. By a like manner of 
ing we ſeem warranted. to con- 
clude, that the man who now abandons 
himſelf, to vitious and corrupt affections, 
is ſowing the ſeed of future miſery; and 
ſpring up, ſhall. be expanded, and en- 
larged, and unfolded, to the utmoſt de- 
only to make him a fit companion. for 
the angels of darkneſs, pkg Ay 
and, transform him intg, one of theſe, 
and 10 zender his nature truly and in- 
trinfically, deviliſh, Of ſuch moment is 
are the conſequenoes of careleffneſs or 
peryerſengls in this fate of ane 
for futucity. ef thing) bus Sri 
„is ins I of Uogbon gh 
2 969: Har Iam; 3h at ere 
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I rx then the promiſes and threatenings 
of the Goſpel be not vain and fiQitions ; 
if dur Lord hath, indeed, brought "life 
and immortality to light ; if he hath 
taught us to be watchful and diligent 
in this our day, let the things now de- 
| livered' be ſeriouſly laid to heart. Let 
every hearcr aſk his conſcictice, that 
faithful and impartial witneſs, **have 1 
du conſidered this life, and the par- 
©ticalar' circumſtances in which Ptovi- 
«dence hath placed tne, as a preparatory 
©ftats in Which, by the afliftance” of 
Wa Pate flak to ork" out my 

4. hl nad datich i Habe I uſed all dili- 
©" gatice' to imptvye thoſe opportunities 
lch God bath granted for this blefted 
« phitpole? Have 1 Rored my mind With 
© thigle dttpoßtions and cultivated” thoſe 
affettions, whole" fruit is eternal life, 
a aid tyhiteouſnels and holineſs; in derm 


2 perance and purity, 1 abe hd 


loving kindneſs ? If fo, I am ee 
aht in dus time I hall — * 


-:. not. 


| 1 
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not. Or, have I reſigned myſelf to 
the deluſions of this mortal ſtate ? Ha ve 
u indulged freely in every carnal” grati- 

fication; been harraſſed in the purſuits | 

« of + vanity,” ſubdued: by the temptations | 
and allurements of the world, inſenſi- | 
ble to my final deſtination, and/unaf- 
fected by the glory which ſhall be re- 


+ vealed ? I am then treaſuring up wrath 
L againſt the day of wrath. I am ſow- 
ing iniquity and miſery; and I am 
aſſured pee ne 4 man ſoweth, 
*. all he ade reap,” I have re- 
nounced the ſtation to which I was 
«appointed: | And; woe is me! I am a 
01 vinoawors er au i bbs | [18 
Bor the ſtate of thoſe who now aſ- 
, ſemible before God, may not be: ſo de- 
 plorably claſperate. rer have aue tut 
ing} nor become wttely i infonfible'to the 
7 5, 1 and n aki de in 
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preparing for it. Alas! it is not pro- 


reſolute. Nor can, *:the- hands that hang 
<« down?” or tie feeble knees” engage 
ſucceſsfully! in the Chriſtian conteſt ; 
nor is for theſe the glorious - nn 


e tg then ſummon every import- 
ant and affecting conſideration to our 
aſſiſtance; | Let us lay to heart the un- 
utterable value of our crown: let us ſe- 
riouſly and frequently conſider the. vaſt 
impottance of our proſent day, the only 
period in which we may labour to ob- 
tain ĩt. How) long the preſent day may 


be vouchſaſed to us, is known only to 


the great diſpoſer bf. Ml? thatngsr* Let 
not then our -be/fa 
pended; no, not for — 
every moment hath ita appointed work, 
ſhall demand an account of our ſte wand 


> agldiovi. ban guνjiẽu bar Nori 
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ſhip. W th many among us, the day is 
far ſpent. And if our appointed ſervice 
ſtill remains to be performed, and the 
appointed ſeaſon hath been hitherto: ne- 
glected, or not duly improved, the oon 
fequence is obvious; that while we are 
yet ſpared, we ſhould uſe ten- fold di- 
ligence, to ſubdue our corrupt affections 
to reſbrtu our vitious habits, to cultivate 
thoſe bleſted difpoftions which are well- 
pleaſing to God, arid to invite that gra- 
cious afliſting-ſpirit to dwell within us, 
by br "ey the K an. 45 
livened. 10 » 


Auas! my brethren, there are. no 
other motives. to be preſt upon our 
hearts, but thoſe which have too often. 
been received with indifference. We 
can but be again and again . 0 


to conſider the value of eternity, the 


uncertainty of this life, the neceſſity * £2: 


improving it, before the ſilent lapſe f 
time ſhall involve us in that night, when ©; 
Vol. I. LON no 
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no man can work. Let them: at length 
_ be: duly weighed, and they. muſt prove 
mighty in operation: for they are the 
. moſt powerful and affecting motives that 
_ can. be propoſed to a reaſonable creature. 
God! of thine abundant mercy, grant 
that they may fink deep into our hearts, 
- to. the reforming and renewing and re- 

* them to thee and thy appointed 
ſerrice: that we may zcalouſly aſpire 
and happily attain to that. 2 5 dec. 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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MNG do internal evidences 
of truth, which the hiſtory of our Lord 
affords, there is one, not indeed the 

moſt forcible, yet well worthy of regard. 
I mean, that variety which it diſplays. of 
charactem and incidents which men call 

vg aun a roumhle oſtentions et the 


5 1 
| / 


tion and inſtruction. Of this we have | 

brief account of that diſciple mentioned 
inst they be. found worthy” of 
our. ſerious and deyout reflection. t 


Hs had been. a hearer of e 
and witneſs.of the mitacles of our Lord. 
He acknowledged the wiſdom and power 
off hizuminiſhy, ; and ſeems tui ha ve been 
d vigoed aud aſe d both hy his words 
and works. But when ſolemnly called 
to the office of an Evangeliſt, to forſake 
aldavherallliring v5bjeas of this World, 
anal 160 beeommellicherfollower of him 
' who ihallinoto whe io iy hun heady? 
Ho:hefitited//10Hod! Had not Grag, to 
browſe /thivigh® every obſtabie, to ſpuri 
ut every allurement) and to endeunter 

de Tcvermyg ef which our Lord's fol. 
_—__ Ian Wire warhed- He culd net en- 
eitel Hiſelaitn the ſervice required of 
min bet hel wund ſorts: pretente for 

; 8 Oo * : delay. 
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delay. | He had a, fatherrfull one 
He wiſhed, io attend firſt on him, and. 
concerns; to ſweeten the. fem ;dayg, he 0 


bad. yet, ta live; ton depoſit. bis remains 
dutifully in the grave ; and when: reed 


from theſe worldly cares, then, to obey 


min of his gracious analtes, > 


ihiao> of 3 159 300 od 11 101 bak 


1 Try e plauſible: nor 
our Lord condemn the decent diſcharge 


of any ſocial duties. But the pretence 
of diſcharging weſe gag gt; ber ple led 
to him who diſcerned, the, heart, whey 
a, more urgent and anomentous „n 
required. the, whole, mag, and pig in 
mediste ſet vice. Jt. te. dee bury 
their dead,” ſaith our Lord, bs 
« they aud preach, the, kingdom. of Sa 
. „ Thets, are enough. 3p aticnd to the. rr 
« dinary concerns of life; man. ſpiritually = 
dead, deyoid- of that enlixening grace, 
{which ;wgulg, lead them to, more. mos. 
«| bled and portant obiges. Let ſuch. 
engage in the eee 


Sftefiib 8 


H 


n i e Going. But by in- 


Pg Thou art Abende to A 
eater work: and without delay or 
| „g thou, and | the 
e eee en and — 
e he "- vy 


yore 01. 7s iss 2181 
Sven is Ma this aiſkighe: 


And let it be our part to conſider what 
uſeful" infirution may be derived Hom 


| 19 903b ot tron amomibto. 
Sion HEE Tide ba 10 
, e e r e 
GU) to preach, we have recrived. We 
know, "and "by "thus aſſembling in the 
Houſe of prayer; we ückhowledge, our 
ficted obligation*to be followers of Chriſt 
N If N te followed tim with 


cliafulnefs Wt dißgente! g 


reward : and the Pufinefb of this place,. 


I but to erhört you to 1 Prim con- 


 dulging in the Enjoymients, and engig- 

3 in the Gecüpations, "of this —— 

wt ate in —_— of gradually adquiri 
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a diſtaſte for ſpiritual things. Their im- 
portance is indeed forcibly repteſented 
by our conſciences. But, buſied"as'we 
are about many things, we reſerve ſuch 
ec to be conſidered at a time 
of leiſure. Our anfwer is tho fame with 
that of Felix,. Co thy way fer this 
fte; when I haue @\ convenient ſeajon; | 
« T wilt. mn thee bas 091 99175 


tro niet ac elotned 1k 2310 


: Twer Maw nume We name of Ekiih 
hou live in the commiſſion of any hei- 
nous ſin, evidently repugnant to the 
laws of nature and of | grace, | hopitig 
that God win yet grant "them time for 
amendment and reconciliation, ſuch 
men, f Ny, act fo abſurdhy, that cheit 
donduct wbuld be the object of contempt 
and abhorrence, were we not bound 
to fecul cen theſe thockers of the Al- 
mighty from the errott of their ways. 

But the cſt of thoſe to whom” I now 
_ addreſs wi releiibles' more beafly 
n tert hey 


01 7 4 may 


« 
* 
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may not haxg procceded to the more 
enormous inſtances of guilt. They may 
acknqpvledge the importance; of a chriſ- 
They look, though with ao ſteady eye, 
to the gloty which: ſhall be reyealed. 
Alas! they areengaged, cmbarraiſed, en- 
tangled, and abſorbed in worldly. pur- 
ſuits. They confeſs that a religious courſe 
_ of life, forms the-xesl, bappineſs of man; 
Kiten dne rue it Headily x 
ment, yet ——————ů— 
Ther are impediments to obſtruct them; 
Qccupations, gates, diſtractions, are the 
Lions in their way. Suffer ur frſt, 9 
God, (for this is the Hotition of 
buch a, perſon) to indultz in the. pla- 
<; reg; of youth, to engage in the con- 
nnen, 
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J to a ſtate of that advantage on which 
+ my .heart is fired. Then ſhall, my 
deßires be ſatisſied and my paſſions 
« compoſed... Then will I follow. thee, 
« and in, full leiſure; proſecute the glo- 
« rious purpoſes: of my creation and re- 
eee [ 6 ob 1731 nit, „ Dig, £1012 0627 
Ino node dig ancack | bt OW OL Ls 
Lex. thoſe. = 8 me 3 
their, conſpiences, and, conſider , whether, 
their conduct be conformable tg this de- 
ſeription . We are called to the; ſervioo 
of God. Hatk any. worldly. object in- 
terſered with this ſervice, or been pre- 
fored+-to, it? If, our hearts condemn, us. 


let us ſeriouſiy conſider . it is my 
purpoſe. ta lay before Fon, A321 11801 
in ee ebnet igel 
Fiasr, the weakneſs and folly ,,. 

bt 18 blow aid 14.29 ab 0 2063: of 500 


A, ſecondly, che extreme; danger of 
ſugh,a conduct. 10 ois, . tas 96} ou 
eigen goiftint.. and, yd botgy 
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1. Tur weaknefs' of it, is at once 


obvious. We acknowledge (I have ſop- 
poſed) that a godly and chriſtian life is 


"the ficlt great duty, and chief happineſs 
of a man. Why then ſhould it not be 


made the firſt leading object of our at- 
tention. and ſolicitude ? For bereit is 


true wiſdom, that we proportion our 
deſires and purſuts to the value of 
tboſd good things we ſeck. "Now, „ the 
_ things which are" ſeen” are temporal ,* but 
« the things which art "tot" feen ure dr 
nal Such is the declaration of the 
Apoſtle. And not the utmoſt Power ok 
human utterance could more effecually 
recommend the "things which belong to 
falvation, or mark with greater fora 


. their ſtupendous ſuperi 
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4 60 to the cliildren of this world, and 
Fan öf them How woulch they der. 
piſe the infatuation of that "ma, who; 
anal by ſome trifling amuſements, 

Oodle neglect the ſerious intereſts of 
| mortality, 
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mortality, or ſuſpend the purſuits ne- 
ceflary to his preſent” well-being, until 
he had firſt indulged in uſcleſs vanity, 
and yielded to the allurements of a fri- 
volous imagination. His follies would be 
juſtly derided. But if it be folly to be 
ſeduced from our eſſential intereſts by 
the meaneſt triftes, God grant, that he 
who ſitteth in the heavens may "not 
laugh us to ſcorn, and that the Lord 
himſelf may not ha ve the wiſeſt amo 
GAY deriſion! 401.47 10 __ Ag 202 | 
heed nn Ho eee YA. 0- 
Bur there are difficultics and diſcou- 
ragements in our preſent ſituation. We 
are not yet ſufficiently oompoſed to liſten 
to the voice. of reaſon and religion. We 
muſt wait untit the days of fervour and 
gaiety are paſt ; for the maturity of years ; 
for the” moment — gan Halt 
arrive at ſdme — plans of 
ftation or condition, befbre we ean 
run tlie race” that- ir ſet ere un 
ov And 
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And hath God indeed. N e 
us zich or great or powerful # to place 
us in what, we call che comfort and en- 
joyment of this world,.. before he requires 
our ſeryice ? Hath he declared that, for 
that (c 4/e crooked ali be made firagght, 
% and, the raugh. faces plain, that the 
indolent and indifferent may proceed ſe- 


curely.through an caſy and flowery path. 
to the regions of immortal glory? 


No, my brethren ! our preſent ſtate is a 
ſtate of conflict. We are enen eur 
Wm ate To e kingdaw -of 
\heaven;” ſaith out Lord ** fufereth: vio- 
1 Knees gud the violent [tabs it by force,” 
Salyation is freely gffered, but force and 
ficmme&of reſohutiap only can lay hold 
upon it, In this gur day of diſcipline, 
the alous, the determined, and the per- 
* they. Dae ſegjous; im 


rab f een 
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vout refleQion,” to their reflection vigi- 
lance, and their vigilance *conflant and 
fervent prayer ; they, and only they,” can 
ſecure the bleſſings of their inheritance. 
Have we confidered the tranſcendent 
value of this object? And can the man 
who boaſts of reaſon ſuſpend the pur- 
ſvit of it, becauſe his ſituation may have 
its embarrafſments, its diſtreſſes or in- 
conveniences ? Whatever may be our 
preſent” inconveniences, we are taught, 
not onfy to ſuppott, but to convert tbem 
into ineſtimable bleſſings. Tniſtead of 
obſtructions, they ire really the means 
and occafions of making our calling 
« and vlectiom ſure? But when there are 
no real inconveniences. when we" ſuffer 
our hearts to fix on ſome imaginary ad- 
vantages'; when they poſſeſs us, ant de- 
tain us from our eſſential concerns; can 
we uequit ourſelves of the odioüs charge 

of being . tofu und A 
chaige which we Hall one day acknôW. 
ledge Vefore men and angels, when every 
191690. deluſion 
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4% Bot we ſay, that the things on which 
we. ate engaged, are not frivolous. or 
fantaſtical. They are eſſential to the 
"welfare. of our family, of our depen- 
dents, they concern the intereſts of all 
around us; and therefore are not per- 
then. ſhould we convert them into obſta- 
cles to the purſuit of glory and immor- 
tality? They are a part of that courſe; of 
duty to which God's promiſes are an- 
nexed. But we are not Wertrpnne 
ou only a part. ita not ent 
a Veni i ir tio A EE: 
Lex. us give what, plauſible colouring 
vn may 10 our, worldly, purſuits, , 


een his. whole, condu@, they are, in. 
eee. as cri 


e er 
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choſen what he confeſſes to be the worſe 
part; and his ſervice conſiſts of pain 
and toil and ſelf-denial ſeverer than the 
ſevereſt difficulties he could encounter in 
the ſervice of God. The fleeting adyan- 
tages of mortality coſt him more than 
the purchaſe of an immortal inheri- 
tance, Surely nothing but the melan- 
choly view of human conduQ could fa- 
miliarize us to that infatuation, which 
 defers the purſuit of ineſtimable bleſſings, 
which we cannot fail to obtain but by 
deferring the purſuit of them; and, lured 
by preſent objects, graſps at what we 
cannot certainly obtain, and what can- 

| * RAY reward een 
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leut, who acknowledge the ſervice 
vrhich they owe to God, yet plead their 
worldly difficult againſt the immediate 
performance of it, act ſtill worſe than 
_ weakly and fooliſhly. . And it behoves 
N n to Lan (what 1 
boch . 4 propoſed 


\ 
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condi. 4 ” 3 x bis bs »6 

e here we need + hap > vary ltd 
obvious conſiderations ſoggeſted by our 
ſtate of mortality. We know that every 
mometit of our day hath its appointed 


work and that if it be neglecled burt 


for # littie our labour is encreaſed, and 
eur abilities to ſupport it, dreadfully” di- 
minfhed? We know (for che fatal er- 


| prefither'of every” moment (conveys nd 


cotifitinsthis kiiowkedge)” that the night 


Nat hand: and nd man can be àſſured 


that he will not be immediately in vol ved 


in it. Should it fall ſuddenly upon him, | 


in the nidſt of uli his projects aud phr- 
fuits; * he Tay* | 


4 


n 


-* 
* : 
Pa 


« hin od 
— Dora FPkne w thy Wil 
Hed, until oy 
of uileetthitty ould fatiofy my dee 
Ts tif thy providence! thovld pes 

4d ſüch kirche as T raf 
; Ser 3 d deemed 
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© deemed neceſſary to work out my fal- 


vation. Lo, I have been cut off in 


the middſt of my fooliſhneſs, and now 


« ſtand beſore thy tremendous judg- 


bean- to render an account of the 


pets I have waſted; and the bleſſings | | 


I have abuſed” Merciful God! can 
we refloct without horrour on this ſitu» 
ation of a ſelf- condemned ſinner? And 


what muſt be our feelings, when we 


reſlect that a day, an hour, may place 
A N e 915 


10 dis mit ib in er 


3 of aur preſent ſtate, ſo well 


known, fo commonly obſerved ; and fo 
_ reluctantly remembered or attended ta, 
Let us ſuppoſe, how unreaſonably ſos 
ever, that the time we wantonly laviſh 
were really in our power; that we | ſhall 


certainly arrive at that period on which 
aur hopes are fixed ; that in, 


to be obtained; that this world can ſa- 


Vor. I. R - tify 
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tisfy the heart of man, and that no new 
"defires are ever ready to ſtart up, and to 
diftrat him. The time is then come, 
when there is no pretence for delay. 
We have at length full leiſure to live 
_ conformably to the dictates of religion. 
| But is this in our power whenever we 
may be pleaſed to attempt it? Can we 
_ ay to this paſſion, Go, and it goeth 2” 
to this affeQion, © Come, and it cometh 2” 
Can we at once ſubdue thoſe: propenſi- - 
ties, which have ſo long enſlaved us; 
or burſt the bands of thoſe habits, which 
ſor years have held us faſt in deſpite of 
teaſon and reflection t Is our whole in- 
ternal frame to be new formed at 
pfleaſute t Is the ſcience of à religious 
_ life to be acquired in à moment ? ot 
_ the';gracious-aſliſting -ſpirit promiſed at 
any! time to the indolent and obſtinate. 
The man No once ſuffers this world and 


its enjoyments to poſſeſs him; hath been 


Eons to tho AS 
2 0 azo! dich 188 b Ba 4 of 
F a 217 . A 8 74 1. * 
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of eternity. This indifference encreaſes 
with the progreſs of his life. Like other 
vitious | habits, it becomes inveterate. 
Should religious objects be preſented to 
his mind, they are received, firſt, with 
cold reſpect, and fruitleſs or affected ap- 
probation; next, with. diſtaſte; then, 
with impatience and averſion. Armed 
at length with ſome futile ſyſtem more 
indulgent to his purſuits, he openly, bids | 
defiance to the evangelic doctrine; and 
wrapt in worldly conſequence, reſts ſe- 
curely and triumphantly in the ſeat of 
the ſcorner; till God appeareth, to ex- 
ecute his woe on the rebellious children, 
« who: take, counſe!, but not of lum; who 
«, cover. wah a covering: but not of bit 
« Hirit, that they. may add fin to fin. —. 
Such is the danger of the irreſolute and 
worldly: and ſuch may be the end of 
that man who pleads his engagements, 
his avocations, and diſtractions, againſt 


| eee eee Me 
duties. KJ; £2; SILQ11835 2+. 4&3 888 
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bath ſpared us; his patience tilt--plea- ; 


ne him while he i near,” He n 
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means of avoiding this tremendous dan- 
ger? Cultivate the principles, and let the 


vital ſpirit of Chriſtianity poſſeſs your 
hearts betimes. Bven in this life it ſhall 


that whatever be our worldly-condition, | 


whether of youth, or manhood, or age, 
of proſperity or aMiiQtion, of greatneſs or 


 obſcurity,/in theſe we meet no obſta- 


cles but of our own raiſing, no difficul- 
ties "that" we have: © nat created; " they 
fakes; to the working out our  falvation. 
Would you know what is the proper 


| due for' cogaging fincerely'in” this mo- 
8 mentous work ? It is the preſent mo- 


reren. 
Phet, „ while he may be found, call ye 


ais moment, near; his Jong-fufſcring 


deth with vs; his word is ſtill nigh unto 


27 his an his promiſes, his 


* 


threatenings 
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threatenings are ſtill ſounded in our 
ears. And if the preſent adminiſtration 
of God's word hath not bern received 
_ with ſcorn or levity or indifference, we 
may, even now, feel his powerful influ» 


commanding us to ſeek his face. And 
woe to that man by whom ſuch im- 
preſſions are relifted! for © e's 
. Fenn lt 


a il 
ment, then, be at once diſwiified, and loſt 
in thoſe- worldly ſocieties to which you 
are returning. Let every hearer of this 
day examine his heart with -fincerity. 
+ I have lived fo long in this world; 


Ho have my days paſſed ? In acquir= 


ing and confirming habits of Chtiſtian 
virtue? Or in the indulgence of pa 


t ſton, and the putſult of vanity ? Shall 


* God's long ſuffering bear with my 
frowatdneſ for ever? It may vet ad 

ms to ſalvation: or it may be now 
8 exhauſted.” 
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exhauſted And is the glory purchaſed 
for us of ſo little value; is the tremen- 
dous weight of God's wrath ſo unaffect- 
ing, that we can lie down peaceably, in 
doubt and uncertainty on ſuch a point? 
Awake, thou that ſleepeſt in the lap of 
worldly pleaſure. Ariſe, thou that art 
lulled to inſenſibility, by the cares and 
intereſts of this preſent life. Lift up 
thy heart to that glory which ſhall be 
revealed. Aſk thy ſoul, what ſhall be 
thy: condition, when the preſent frame 
of things ſhall melt with fervent heat; 
and all its concerns vaniſh like the 
fleeting vapour ? Is it a ſmall thing that 
thy hope in Gods mercies be firmly 
founded; or is the dreadful ſelf con- 
demnation of the ſinner of but ſlight 
regard ? Or, if our hearts condemn us; 
do we not know that “ God ir greater 
* than our heart that the heinouſneſs 
of our diſobedience, however it may be 
n and diſguiſed, and e 
| 0 Your Tr 10 1 even {| 
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even from ourſelves, is open to him | 
6 ' with whom we have to do 2?” - wi 


Ix we ſtill heſitate, if we be ſtill re- 
| luQant, the ' vanities of this world are 
at hand : they are ready to ſeduce us, 
and to countenance our abject deſertion 
of God's ſervice. ' But his righteous judg- 
ment yet awaits us. And at his awful 
judgment-ſeat we ſhall all ſtand, when 
the vanities of this world ſhall paſs away, 
leaving us to the ſtinging remenibrance 
of our folly. 


Bur if we would ſpeak peace to our 
ſouls, there is but one way.—Let us in- 
ſtantly undertake what it is madneſs to 
defer. Let us engage in God's ſervice 
with ſincerity and conſtancy. From this 
moment let us renew our covenant with 
him; let us fervently petition for his 
gracious aſſiſtance: let our purpoſes be 
eſfectual, and our promiſes fulfilled. 
Then may we be aſſured, that he who 

4 bath 


* 
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nth ſpared, will yet. graciouſly. accept 


* # 


Theſe are the only terms on which, ac- 
ceptance is promiſed. God grant they 
may be duly weighed, and. carefully ful- 
filled! that we may obey. the invitation 
of our heavenly maſter without reluQance 
or delay, and finally receive the reward 
of our obedience, even the immortal 
crown of glory, which Chriſt hath por 
_ chaſed for 11 
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Vital Spirit of Chriftianity, illuſtrated in 
ftv. | ald art 4 


re , 


Putirrtaxs, chap. iv. verſe 1 12. 


e e e ed eee 
to abound : every. where, ind in all 
| things I am tn/irudted, both to be full 
and 10 be eee e 

5 n e 


1 828 N 


Bann b oucahing- peticulicty 
cas in chis fulneſs of expreſſien 
|  & uſed. by-the Apoſile, It marks a firms 
| and perſect confidence in his own ſucs. © 


cours. e to turn his cyes again 
a" * and 
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and again on every trying and ſedueing 


circumſtance of human life: to riſe ſu- 
periour to them all; and in defiance of 
them all, to rejoice and triumph in his 
own N 


I 1 
. 4 * TY \ #4 


Trap RED of T bu what 
with gratitude for the bleſſings of his 
miniſtry, had remembered him in his 
bonds, and purpoſed to ſupply his ne- 
ceſſities. He declared his ſatisfaction in 
this their benevolent deſign, which, 
though ineffectual with reſpect to him, 
indicated a loving-kindneſe approved by 
man, and acceptable to God. As to 
himſelf, he had learned to ſupport all 
the various incidents of life, to endure 
all the diſtreſſes and difficulties attendant 
on his miniſtry, to encounter the temp- 
tations of every kind to which he might 
be expoſed, to -accommodate himſelf to 
evety : ſtate in which providence might 
place him; and in every ſtate to be 
8 were, and mall 
ca « things \ 


S'E RM ON X. 251 
« things, he was infirutted both to be full 
« and: o be hungry, both. to abound and 0 
Ne ET F ny a | 


r in nder to exhibit this ſentiment 
of the Apoſtle in its full ſtrength and 
energy, we may pertinently recur to the 
ſtrict and original meaning of the words, 
« am inſtructed.— The phraſe thus 
rendered is. like ſome other expreſſions 
uſed by Saint Paul, borrowed from the 
religion of the gentile world; and ſig- 
nifies immediately and properly, I have 
© been initiated. That is, I am as a 
perſon introduced by the Gentiles into 
thoſe of their ſecret rites and doctrines, 
from which the generality of mankind 
are excluded, and which are ſuppoſed 
to have 3 Ne on men's 
r 19, p05 25. To t 


-. 


Br this Gmilitade he "deſcribes his 
admiſſion into the great myſtery of 
| 2 and its bleſſed effects. En- 

1 lightened, 
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Rghtened, firengtheried and exalted by 
Rs dodrines and ſpiritual fuccours, he 
exults in his ſecurity. The blandiſh- 
ments of proſperity, and the rigours of 
diſtreſa, are equally incfieQual- to ſub- 
due him: for he is a Chriſtian : and 
this mortal ſtate ; and whatever dangers 
may affail Io active} OE, a 


An Togo, 11S 11 MY ' 
| Maxx R 


ſpuree whence all this firmneſs and ſelf- 
poſſeſñon are derived. And, if happily = 
I may perſuade you to draw from the 
ame + fountem of Hoing waters,” 1 
mall endea vour to explain the influence 
of that vital ſpirit of chriſtianĩty which 
Saint Paul imbibed, not only in regu- 
lating our deſires, but directing our con- 
duct in the ſeveral conditions of human 
_  tife. Thus ſhall we” diſcern one great 
advantage of our vocation; and thus, I 
traſt, W 
| os, rel ole | 


* 
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thoſe divine principles, which alone can 
ſecure our preſent, as well as future 


 Anv firſt, IJ am in general to remind 
you, that it is the ſpirit of our religion 
only which places every object of this 
world in its true point of view, and 
enables us to behold them all without 
tranſport or violence of paſſion, unrea- 
ſonable admiration or childiſh fear. It 
poſſeſſeth us with a juſt indifference to 
tranſitory things, founded on 2a lively . 
conviction, that we are frangers and 
« pilgrims upon earth.” It elevates our 
thoughts beyond the moſt ſplendid in- 
tereſts of mortality. It teacheth us to 
aſpire to ſomething tranſcendently ſu- 
periour to worldly greatneſs, and in- 
nitely more tranſporting than worldly 


pleaſure : not ſedueing us to any gloomy 
retreat, any rigorous ſecluſion from the 


bufineſs and duties of humanity; but 
training us, by an heavenly diſcipline, 
. to 


* 
11 


J 
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which providence may place us, to act 

in each with propriety and dignity, and 
to make every advantage and every dif- 
ſiculty, every gift of providence, and 
every chaſtiſement of a gragious parent, 
— and calamity, diſtinction and 
obſcurity, every ſtate, and circumſtance 

of. mortality, all equally eren to 
our real and proper: happineſs. | 


11 ND 


* Gm ſuch, — ues 
we, muſt proceed. to conſider the ſubject 
n, us more en an 


Tur two ply” 3 5 | 
in which a frail creature can be placed, 
are thoſe deſcribed ; in the text, the ſtates 
al abundance. and ef need. In theſe, 

as we are moſt powerfully aſſailed, and 
moſt caſily ſubdued, we have occaſion | 
oy for every ſalutary direction, and every 

"ſpiritual ſuccour. Let us then oonſider, 
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 $- abound.” | 


obne g # 1 . 
Axn have we indeed occaſion to be 
© inſtructed in a part ſo eaſy and agree- | 
able? What is further neceſſary than 
to receive and to enjoy theſe advan- 
tages? Vet ſurely the true enjoyment 
of them is not ſo very eaſy. Caſt your 
eyes round you to the ſenſual and liber- 
tine. See with what afflicting toil and 
wearineſs they torture their invention to 
ſupply new means of gratification; how 
they waſte their ſtrength, and diffipate 
God's gifts, in an unſatisfied purſuit of 
pleaſure, ſtill diſappointed, yet ſtill pro- 
traded. Turn to the man of elegance 
and refinement, who maketh all things 
ſuperb and exquiſitely ornamented his 
portion in this life: ye find him ſoon 
ſated, if not diſguſted, by his pur- 
ſuits, painfully conſcious” that his tri- 
fles have miſerably repaid him, and 
that he ids degraded as well as difap- 
501 | | pointed. 
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pointed. Conſider the ambitious and 
aſpiring ; the toil and anguiſh of their 
days: the ſelfiſh and worldly minded; 
Sag cares. The vexations and diſap- 
pointments, the wearineſs and diſſatiſ- 
faction, the repining, the fretfulneſs 
and reſtleſſneſs of ſuch men ſhew; but 

too plainly, that they have not yet 

learned to enjoy their good ys 


6+ BanoLn e 
cellent inſtructor. When the principles 
tained, cultivated and ſuffered to gain 
full poſſeſſion of the heart, then, and 
then only, do they come prepared to fill 
that Were *2 16g in which | 


B 8 e 

| teacheth us to proportion our regard for 

preſent things to their real and intrinſie 

, * He who ö he is ö 
8 | for | 
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for a purpoſe more exalted than that of 
any worldly enjoyment: he who. looks 
up through all the periſhable objects of 
mortality, even to the glories of an eter». 
nal exiſtence, muſt kno and feel che 
comparative inſignificance of preſent 
things: And thus, while he derives 
every real advantage from abundance, is 
not betrayed by groundleſs confidence 
into thoſe perpetual vexations and diſ- 
appointments experienced by the man 
who ſetteth his heart on riches, Exen 
Gentile wiſdom. could diſtover the fleet 
ing and precarious nature of ſuch, things, 
and derlaim on the indifference and ſe - 

renity with which they ſhould be ac- 
cepted a refigned;; But the wiſdom of 
Chriſt, Jeſus is much more enlarged, as 
well aa more comfortable,. It teacheth, 
that flecting and precarious as they may 
be, it is in our pow-ẽer to ſtamp a xcal 
| value on chem, by making them ſubſer- 
vient to ſuch purpoſes as ſhall; retain an 


ineſtimable importance, when all the . 
* Vor. . += - 8 little 
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Bitte intereſtö ef mortality bart va- 
ritthed © that for this they were en- 
ttuſted; that they ſhould be thankfolly 
received, and chearfully apphed to the 
jut arid benevolent discharge of 7005 
9 5 duties i 9v Us 1440 109 
| 2d oi lig enn! bak 2 nit 
21 Hints is the eee ee this 
| world; that the faithful ſte ward of God's 
bounty can ſay to his foul, I praiſe 
the divine goodneſs for what it hath 
©yvuchſafed." I enjoy it with'a/tempe- 
inte and well regulated mind: T'preſs 
„forward to ſomethning gteater and more 
valuable than any worldly" bleſſings. 
Theſe then cannot - eaptivate” or fub- 
ode we. "Yet; while” they remein, let 
dme apply them in ſuch! a tdnher ab 
may ebnvert*theit6'reaFblefſings Poor 
em yould, an ZODNERING bas gadoolt 153 
Nori tbe ſplrt of chriſtianity leſs 
powerful in ſubdving that infbleace and 
price which abtndanco naturully crvates. 
 Tadulge [theſe — and _— prev 
ln 42 * 
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* 
a petpetual torment. They magnify 


our conſtquence to mortify us, and 
create offences to provol us. But this 
ſtate of perpetual irritation) hath no 
place where the mind is duly tempered 
by humility. When we have learned 
of him Wo was mel and lowly "of 
25 heart ther it is e find reſt for: ur 
fouls; then we enjoy our good things, 
affliging | our”own' hearts, or 
rend ng ourſelves contemptible or diſ- 
guſting 16 ioc around use 


Ven trüb oirrth man Praketh;” ih | 
the ſoliopf Bifnch t erb man” holderhi 


| l tongue; and % what" „% n 


« exrolied" 10 the 


chuds!”>Inferioutrs re- 


ovive him with ſubmiſon ; friends ſur- 


round and bow-before lim j reſpoc s 
deferegce: attend upon bis! ſteps ; "the 


Homage. "of dependence: points git his 
| preatiieſdz/'tho/obſequiouſntfs of flattety 


bralts his "ſelf: ſatisfaction. But to ef. 
rec their intoxicating luſtwence, he is 
bog 8 2 thus 
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thus warned by religion. Truſt not to 
this dazzling exteriour. Think on thy 


© real ;weakneſs'-and-unworthineſs. | Or 
vif thou be not weak and unworthy, 
give thy ehdowments the adorning of 
humility. 80 ſhalt thou find favour 
not merely with the intereſted; thow 
© ſhalt enjoy thy pre- eminenoe with real 
© grace and dignity. Man ſhall reve- 
verenee ; and God will acceptithee,” | 
b 0 Sidoqnands eo EH gh, pt 
Anv need ue mentian the influence, of 
religion in allaying that feveriſh thirſt of 
pleaſure cteated by abundance; often- 
times to the deſtruction aß dhe poſſeiſor'? . 
He: tejoiceth in the meang of indulg- 
ing eyery appetite. He rtuſbeth forward 
ind the allpringogourſe,] utitil wearineſe, 
and pain, andi diſtaſte weigh dom his 
powers; until nature proves unequal to 


. his appetites, and his appetites, impa- 


tient of diſappointment, hartaſs his 
languid and exhauſted” nature. Alas! 
he finds, though 27 that-to enjoy the: is 
- #13179 f good. 5 
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good things of life, it was neceſſary to 
moderate ad controul his deſires, and to 
preſer ve both mind and body in unim- 
paired vigour. And this is the more 
exrellent way” which the goſpel ſhew- 
eth; that divine guide and counſellor, 
which teacheth him to ſubdue the vio- 
lence of his animal nature, corrects his 
falſe and ſordid conceptions, forms him 
to a juſt reliſh of objects ſuited to his 
dignity,” and leads him to the true en- 
joyments of a reaſonable! and a redeem- 
ed creature. Far from inculcating any 
inſolent contempt of worldly advantages, 
it directs him to purſue and to apply 
them. But it attends him, in the pur- 
ſuit to regulate and moderate his deſires. 
It faith to bis ſwellingipafſions, © hitherto 
all ye go; und no further.” it ba- 
niſhes all diſttactions and anxieties, and. 
-fills him with that ſerenity and com- 
1 acency, which give grace and value o 
all that he pofſfeſſes. Such is the bleffed0 
influence of that "religion, which the 
bun great 4 
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great and affluent are oftentimes ſoli- 


citous to drive far from them, as 2 
Wy intruder on ond; 
117 21 Tis ht, 100817 4 


iv let them/obſtinatcly; ſhut their. cars 


againſt the admonitions of the Goſpel; 
let them conſine their affections to worldly 


objects; purſue chem inſatiably; triumph 
in their ſucceſs; indulge freely in every 


thing that abundance can beſtow. For 


ſurely that man s preſent ſtate is happy, 
whoſe favourite paſſions are fully grati- 
fiel: Who can ſay to his ſoul. how 


« haft much goods Ia up for many Years; 


. tube thine egſe, eat, drink: and be men- 
. Vet ſock happy men would tell 
yu, were they to ſpeak the real dictates 
of their hearts, that, taſe and chearful- 
-neſvare firaingers to their wretohed ſouls ; 


that they are diſappointed; mortificd, 
diſguſied, reſtleſs, wearied, gloomy, lan- 


a 


' -guid,: and impatient of a liſe worn out 
bp falſe! bepes, and fruitleſa purſuits. 
Such happy, wen have been wt 
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find exiſtence - intolerable, and to have 
ruſhed into eternity by deſpetate -felfe 
murder. To what hall we attribute 
fuch-melancholy frenzy? To a wound⸗ 
ed (conſcience, perhaps. Which even in 
the fulneſs of worldly.profperity cnnòt 
ſupport its ſecret tortures. But are the 
conſciences of the worldly-minded ſo 
very ſenſible? When, by long habits of 
corrupt and mean deſires, ' God is no 
longer in all their thoughts, are they ſo 
feelingly impreſſed with his diſpleaſure ? 
No ! ſuch dreadful concluſions of a life 
of vanity, ariſe more frequently from the 
diſappointments of ambition, from the 
pangs of mortified pride, from an heart 
untutored by the 'goſpel-precepts, from 
an underſtanding contracted and de- 
baſed, from a fruitleſs ſearch of happi- 
neſs in the objects of mortality, from an 
_ impatience of diſappointment, from the 
madneſs and deſperation of paſſions at 
once unſatisfied and unſubdued. Even 
ſuch hath been the, eee of re- 

nouncing 
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nouncing that guide; which teacheth us 
moderation and meekneſs, and bene vo- 
lence, which - regulates and refines our 
ſentiments, and raiſes: our affections far 
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Fital Spirit of Clriftianity: Mee 
its b SU Is and 1 


PART IL 


Pur LLIiPPlANs, chap. iv. verſe 12. 


I hun how to be abaſed, and I know how 
"120 abound : every where, and in all things | 
Ta am inflrudted, both to be full and to 


4 *+ ©, » 


"need... | 


B UT however we may be inſtructed 
by our Lord's doctrine to enjoy the good 
things of life, man hath oftentimes 
à more grievous part to ſupport. The 
brilliant advantages of this world are 


granted but to a few; and theſe find 
their 


r 
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To the mourner and the afllited we are 
to addreſs our comfort and direction. 


And need we many words to explain, 
how we are taught by our religion, to 


«be hungry and to faber need: how it 
inſtructs and enables us to ſupport the 
various evils of mortality? 


Ir opens a tranſporting ſcene of con- 
ſolation, to brighten all our melancholy, 


and reconcile us to all preſent ſeverities. 
It comes with healing i in its wings, and 
wipes away all tears, by the aſſurance, 
that © « our” light affliction which i is * but 
<4 « for a moment, worketh for us a : far more 
« exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 


| Ranſack all the ſtores, of heathen wiſ⸗ 
dom, and you diſcover the futility of 


choſe conſolations which their ſages of- 
for to ſooth the anguiſh of diſtreſs. We 
way be told that pain is not an evil; 
as if a ſenſeleſs and affected word could 
Glenoe the fer of eee crea | 


411504 7 ture. — 6 
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tute. It may be ſaid, that pain if pro- 
tracted muſt be light and tolerable; a 
ſuggeſtion falſe and futile: that if in- 
tenſe, it muſt be ſhort, and end in the 
inſenſibility of the grave. And could 
we ſuſpect the aſſertion to be true, we 
muſt ſnudder at the hideous conſolation. 
But when ' we ſeek the ſource of true 
wiſdom, we find our hearts ftrengthened, 
ſupported, and enlivened. The Chriftian 
knows that what we call diſtreſſes are 
their on conſolation; that they are 
_ 4nflicted not in wrath but mercy; for 
our correction and improvement; to eſ- 
trange us from the periſhable objects of 
mortality; to approve our patience, and 
| meekneſs, and reſignation and fortitude; 
to render us more acceptable i in the ſight 
of God; and thus to work for us that 
abundant happineſs, reſerved for thoſe 
who, are 8 in his fight... 2h 


A Th . 


© 1 an not heir}, ſaith the hats fol- 
| Wes of Chriſt Jeſus 5 to tranſient and 


N * © precarious 
10 q 
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precarious riches. But I am heir of an 
* inheritance incorruptible in the hea- 
e vens. It was purchaſed, it is prepared 
and reſerved for me.— I am deſtitute 
of all worldly comfort, faith the 
Chriſtian mourner. But I have my 
ſure and ſolid comfort. 7 know that 
* my "Redeemer Hroeth;” - © I behold him 
with the ſteady eye of faith: and in 
my affliction I feel the healing influ- 
ene of his ſpirit} To fleſh and blood 
my pilgrimage is painful: but the day 
is at hand when there ſhall be no more 


pain: when this feeble periſhable body 


© ſhall burſt the bands of mortality, and 

be tenewed in Wen. and end 
ad gie, Gn bus U Den 
Tube gte we enablell to 1 our 
evils; « troubled”, | perhaps, CY on every 
* 2 yet rot difireſſec 43 ; perplexed but not 


in deſparr ; NY, but not forſaken 'S 


ys © caft.. down, but nal  defiroed ; ;—Twhile 


bl we took "not at the things. which Fs 


cr ſeen, þ but. at the things which 2 not een. 
Bur 


—— _ 
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Bor the goſpel teacheth us yet further 
to prevent the numerous vexations which 
ariſe from erroneous conceptions and ir- 
regular deſires. The child of this world, 
whom providence hath placed in lowli- 
neſs) and obſcurity, is ſometimes con- 
founded by the ſplendid extetiour of 
thoſe above him. He conceives that 
ſtation, titles, opulence, ſumptuouſneſa 
and pomp, are in themſelves bleſſings 
and that the poſſeſſors, however un- | 
worthy. they may appear, are yet -diſtin- 
| guiſhed favourites of providence. He ü 
laments the ſeyerity of his own lot. He 
cannot freely indulge his pride, his 
ſloth, or ſenſuality. He may have his 
enjoyment of health, competence, and | 
ſocial oomfort. But he hath not the en- 
jqyments of other men. His ſubſiſtence 
is earned by toilʒ they are fd to the 
full, in eaſe; and indolenece. They reſt 
in gorgedus palaces; he labours in his 
humble cottage. Thus he yields to the 


— - , b 2 5 4 ; 2 
-i eiff 21 in 6585 571 ne fatal | 
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fatal deception of appearances: lis Tul 
rankles* with envy and repining; and 
thus he proves his on ſevere tormen- 
how i 10 Fits 5d 1 #5 9b 1 119997 
rel ai bool died 250Shjvong modw 
ELL the Chriſtian: 1 „ da 
"2 his bitterneſs. He knows that 
neither the dignity nor tlie happineſa of 
a creature; deſtined to immortality is to 
be eſtimated by the accidental diſtinc- 
tions or apparent advantages of this 
hſe that the pofſeſſors of theſe are 
equally obnoxious to the evils of 'bu- 
| miknity with the lowlieft of thelr-fetlow. = 
 ereatares4 that every thing of moment 
to our real and intrinſic happineſs, is 
Aiſtributed by Providence to all, with 
equal and impartial boodnefs. Impreſſed 
with ſuch comfortable con victions, hie 
enjoys his preſent portion, with a com- 
placeney more valuable than all the rot- 
ous exoltation of the ſplendid and af- 
uent. As his mind is not ſoftened 
Aud enervated, he encounters his diffi- 
culties | 
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culties with firmneſs. As his heart is 
not captivated by the good things: of 
life, he feels no torment when they are 

denied him. And as he ſeeks no happi- 
neſs from gratifying any vitious paſſion, 
he knows not the anguiſh of unſatisſied 
mne —— never to n 
n did, nod ig trofents Fer ,b 
* 
ne of * emen like 
that of death, is ſin. It is the wounded 
1 1 which cannot ſuſtain itſelf, much 
leſs the afflictions of mortality. When 
the wretched creature hath forſaken the 
guidance of religion, is ſinking under 
the weight of calamity. of his own ete- 
ating, with no reſdurce from withdut, 
no comfort from within what ſtate can 
be more deſperate? If he turns to the 
TCorld, the world diſclaims him. If he 
| ſeeks. relief in his own breaſt, he there 
finds the afflicting en ſcioufneſs of guilt, 
and bitter ſenſe bf miſery the conſe- 
quence of * Vet even in this 
Fc + f miſſerable 


„ 
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miſerable condition of the creature, he 
remedy of all his ſorrows. He who is 


forſaken and caſt down, naturally re- 
ſorts to the friend of the friendleſs. 
And let him once reſume the ſuocours 
of religion $i let him return to the true 
ſource of comfort; then will he ſupport 
the moſt grievous of calamities, that 
which is embittered by conſcious guilt. 
But to ſupport it is a' ſmall thing. He 
will rejoice and be exceeding glad, that 
he ig recalled from the paths of perdi- 
tion j that he hath his advocate and pro- 
pitiation ; that in the midſt of worldly 
ſorrow; his redemption is nigh, neither 
will his ſalvation tarry. n ae Fat 6; 4h 
Nen genie nt groan on 
Bor afflictiori and; diftreſs>are;ſomes 
2 3 enn 
from Werne des gde keene een : 


Pride, oppreflion; and injuſtice; fall with 
, eee, | 


5 id 72H «ple. : | 


* 
* 
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ple n dhe n 70 — 
eder, or is ae; fraud! and 
—— — paſſion! is 
— — riders 
Eegion which hath poſſeſſed him; and 
left no reſpite from torture and diftrac- = 
tion? Let him fly to that Saviour, whoſe: 
learn of him who was mecl and lowly” | 
of heart aud ene Aud reſt for tits. 
vn m. a 03. 23075119 (Heng 


» 1. 
4 


Ob e abs. ſy to 
court injuries, or to yield, in every caſe, 
with an abject and flaviſh ſubmiſnon to 
the oppreſſor, He iv not; by his' chris | 
tan profeflion, to relinquiſh the deareſt 
righty of man, or te tenounee that pro- 
teQion which the laws of 'fociety' hold 


ot to every * But 
Vor. I. . 


dDuhatever to//Extinguiſh the ſacred. flame 
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. he ia taught not o git cul,” not 
to oppoſe the wicked and injurious. by 
the ſame weapons of injuſtice, fraud | 


and. oppreſſion; by which be is aflailed ;, 
not, repaygingo Igury | by injury, ou 8 
— Sint Paul expreſſes: it, “ rendering. ok 
<<, JT cue In caſes of Lighter and 
ee eee taught to 
ment. and. to heck the violence of that 
181 for revenge: to 
———— 
of; „injury, > Father than indulge thoſe 
equally enemies to our innocence. and 
peace: and in every caſe, and in every 
trial, to preſeryen the ſerenity of a chiiſ- 
tian temper à forbæaning and forgiving, 


| of chridien charity,—If theſe be deemed 
bad ſayings, let them be duly weighed, 
e eee eee conſidered. 
_ alleviate the pains. ei calamity. | 


| 
4 4 they | 
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they deaden the pangs of affliction: 
and give us a dominion over thoſe 
things which ſeem leaſt in our power 
courſe of worldly events, but they de- 
termine the impteſſion theſe ſhall make 
upon us. They cannot avert the ſtorm 
of oalamity; but they give ſtrength to 
ſupport its utmoſt violenoe: and when 
the ſevereſt worldly affliction preſſes : 
moſt ſdreibly upon us, the meekneſs and 
faſt hope of our calling, enable us to 
ery; out; in triumph, „ where it tp 
ug and err is | thy er 
4, tory #711101 am ne To yiideanol 
10 IOW 210) ui Song en Svig 62 
Lyne then the proſperoug glory in 
their abundance: let not the wretched 
fink undęr their! viditations. Let them 
know; and feel that, truth I have labour; 
ed, tojjnquleate, that it is the might, of 
our rebigian only which can ſuſtain, us, 
and the, wiſdom. gf Chriſt Jeſus which 


dtr. n | can 
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can dect us, through? all thb perils 
nu tra to: ieh every ſtato of ku» 
manicy u std. it, * Hoinlv 7 T6123 8 
a Boitb tonnzs york N brrsm O 6 
Rd ey drethron! lot 1 en- 
ane owe kit; God grant we 
AY di thine Tine rive pafioths: wn. 
mies 38 der pace Hive aut . odd 
auge deve ive U F. Have not oueqaift 
 Follificee VO fen in theſi Ault! ſores 

Hf" Wwhenol ir that we wed 
dec HAG and Werben d ch 
ndt Even nom des tant Wwe ve hot 
dern defy pollcſivlt; with the true v 
ſpirit 8" our refigion ? For- it ib not tile 
formality of an external profeſſion chat 
can give us peace in this world, or 
happineſs" in ine nei. 'Colivare: that 
biete printipte which; by "God's pu: 
Sous Witanies; hall be obrpuide und 


edinfont. © Naht it Geepty in yr hearts, - 
— danger ye malt Rad your 
ſite" eſsurte In te duy bf foy, in 
"on hort N "wealth," in 
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tribulation, in diſappgintment, in ſuc- 
ceſs, let us ſet God always before us: 
then may we be aſſured that he is our 
ſtrength and refuge, and that his ſpirit 
ſhall conduct us through this fleeting 
period to the manſions of immortality ; 
where trials and conflicts and tempta- 
tions ſhall be no more: where all the 
variety of worldly conditions ſhall be 
done away; and the full and the hun- 
gry, the abaſed and the abounding, ſhall 
all ſit down together in the kingdom of 
the Father, heirs of the ſame falvation, 
and partakers of the ſame immortal 
happineſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 
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ee Faith follow, 2 
end of their converſation. — 
Jar Chrift, the Jame ww 
ro-dey, e eee 


Thx pertons eh printed ted out 
the Apoſtle, were the rulers anc 
of that particular church 10 


=- 


Which bis epiſtle is addreſſed. But a 
this day, che precept may be taken more 


I | exten- 
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geh We. are called..to. be fol- 
lowers of thoſe in every place and pe- 
riod, who have run their courſe, and 
| obtained ' their prise; yea, the great 
« multitude which no mam could number, 
* of all nations \ and-hingreds, and peo- 
el, and tongues,” deſeribed by Saint 
John, ſtanding &* before the throne, and 
« before the Lamb, chathed in white 
, the garb of purity, and glory; 
WM % and palms in their hands,” the em- 
&. blem of victory and wQw̃ a loud voice 
Dix, Salvation unto our God, which 
re pn the Throne, and ito" the 


c . | 
d AIG . on eo 


N 41 7 
o LE 4 2 1 l 0 
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1 is this Saws 6 company. of Apoſ: 
Prophets, Martyrs, Coofęſſors, and 
« ſpirits of juſt —_— 6 ,” whoſe 
e perſeverance in their earfbly 
Warfare, we are taught to bear i in mind. 
that our reſolution. may, be ſtrengthened 
by fert ilpſtrigus. | patterns, nd 2 
N Faliz Fan. by. mee MR. their 1 


recom» | | 
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recompenſe of reward. For this pur- 
poſe the early converts to Chriſtianity 
viſited the tombs of the Martyrs, and 
ſolemnized the memory of their ſuffer- 
ings: thus confirming their own reſo- 
lations, of following them in the way 
to everlaſting glory, through perſecu- 
tions and ſufferings and death. Their's 
were no ſuperſtitious pilgrimages: they 
were not amuſed by lying wonders: 
they paid no adoration to the ereature 
whoſe mortal remains were depoſited 
beform them. Nor was their purpoſe 
merely to honour the dead, but to in- 
ſtruct the living, to encourage them to 
&« fight the good gut; and to animate 
and enliven them, by the remembrance 
of thoſe who had finiſhed their "I 
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Lady. to the ſubject now to be” confi- 
dered, it will be proper to take ſome 
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midſt of temptation, vigorous and per- 8 
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mothed: of the cxprefſions in which the 
3 „ r 


Air 2215 N 10 


War egen menge 
Fo is the faith of thoſe who have 


gone before us. And by faith we are 


to underſtand, that firm and lively con- 
viction of the truth of God's word, and 
ſteadfaſt reliance on his promiſes, which, 
trates the ſoul of man, regulates his af- 
ſections, influences his conduct, and pre- 
ſerves him blameleſs and harmleſMii the 


ſevering in the race that is ſet before 
him. — BY © the end of their comuenſa- 


| N. which we are to conſider, no- 


thing leſs is meant than the glorious 
iſſue and reſult of their patient continu- 
ance in well-doing; and that harbour 
of peace and joy in which they are hap- 


. - Pily.. received, by ſteering their / courſe 


_ ſucceſsfully. through the ſtorms and pe- 
ils of this life —And when the admo- 
a nition 
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ſucceeded by a ſolemn declaration, that 
Chriſt is © the ſame yeſterday, and to-day, 
«and for ever,” we naturally look on 
both as ſtrictly connected, and are led 
to conſider the whole paſſage as con- 
taining the precept, and the motive or 
reaſon for our obſervance of it. 


I. SHALL, therefore, firſt endeavour to 
explain the advantages of ſetting before 
us the moſt eminent examples of the 
Faithful, 'who are departed in the Lord ; 
and ſecondly, to enquire into the mo- 
tives and encouragements to follow ſuch 
examples, derived from the immutability 
of the great author and rewarder of our 


o £4, ! 6 


I. Aud firſt,” it may be obſerved of 
example in general, that it is à conci- 
lating; and therefore an effetual mode 
of inſtruction and perſuaſion. How 
powerful it is, and how prevailing, even 
gd when 
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hen our conſciences reclaim againſt its 
enticements, let thoſe bear witneſs-who 


lie in the midſt of a perserſe genera- 
tion! Hot it refines and elevates di- 


res and encourages, works on du 


ſhame, our emulation, - prompts us te 
provide things honeſt in the ſight of 


thoſe we conſort with, to adopt their 


ſentiments, to eſteem what they eſteem, 
and to practiſe what they purſue; all 
this js happily experienoed by the com- 


panions of thoſe who fear Gad. Were 


characters ſnould be ſoldotn found in 
our borders, or that their light ſhould 
not ſhine - before us with ſufficient. Juſs 
tre; or that it ſhould be dimmed and 
clouded by the imperfections of huinas 
nity, ſtill we have our effectual reſource. 


Open the volume of eternal liſe, and 
there converſe with tho venerable. tho 


exalted, and the amiable, Attend: out 


bene- 


- 
NIC 


ple, through the whole. progreſs of his bY 


m9 
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benevolence and compaſſion, his meek- 
neſd patience, and reſignation. Con- 
verſe with the Patriarchs and Prophets 
of ud time. Be witneſſes of the faith 
of Ahnaham, of the patient integrity of 
Job, cf the ſteadfaſt conſidence of him 
* when effec 40, 6 called the. fon of” 
| Pines danghter,(chu/ihg rather. to 
« ſuffer affiiiion-+uith--the pelt off Ged, 
« than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for 4 
eilen. | Accompany the royal Pro- 
phet in the ditterneſs of his coatrition, 
the reverenge of big: adoration; his ex- 
alted / ſeaſe of mercies, and his tranſ- 
pprting; rains of. praiſe. Attend the 
hleſſed Apoſtles from one kingdom to 
another penple, a /ourrengs,: in urg. 
rials un faintinge, in falt ing x; con- 
ſtant 8nd courageous; in / publiſhing; the 
gladetidinge of the; goſpel, ** 0 through evi 
chart and good. report, ar decetuers and 
4 et: rue, ar penſeruted, but | not fer- 
alen, ar cat daum but; not N 515 
-100 11: enen bis ene e 
1 3 
let 
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Bur the time would fail me, were 
I to recount all choſe inſtances n. of il- 


— 3; or even to ſelect 


——— of this 3 0 
jou wrought righteouſneſs; and obtained the 
. b 1 
e Nr gd» 
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| der Lord, indeed, was the great and 
ſingular example of unſinning obedi- 


mut not confine our attention to his 
conſummate purity! and perfection In 

Aim we have no example” of à Violent 
temptatibn to ſin reſiſted and ſubdued; 
of an bGutrageous palkom ſuddeniy re- 
Trained; of | wrath ealmed und fuiy 
difarmed; of the duties confequcnt-6n 
actual tranſꝑreſſion, remorſe, repentance, 
and zealous amendment. In ſuch par- 
ticulars we are to be inſtructed by men 


"- of like paſſions and frailties with or- 


feives. | |; 


SERMON XI. 287 


ſelves. And they teach us how. our fee- 
bleneſs- is to. be ſupported, our lapſes to 
be recovered, and r . mot 
red abe We 5005 
113018 y! POI 4 > 

Oo eee n . u 
to cunceive that the ſcheme of chriſtian? 
conduct preſcribed by the Goſpel is 
ideal We acknowledge the excellence 
to our omiſſions and defects, by aſking, 
dune 75: fuffectent fur theſe; things 2” 
But be not decei ved. The lives of all 
the great and good and pious: that have 
gone before us, declare loudly; that 
every creature who hath reteived the 
word, is enabled by God's: grace to ſeek 
him diligently and effectually. Fhey 
invite us to mu the ſame rule, and 
o mind the ſame things: torr thus 
have they walked, and thus have they | 
attained Von ſay, theſe are glorious 
models, but like the precepts they would 


— too glorious and exalted for our 
ta + weak= 
1 3 
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weakneſs. They were holy men: we 


are frail and corrupt. Vet theſe holy 
men were of the ſame nature with our- 
ſelves, had the ſame propenſitieu to ſin, 
the ſame paſſions, and frequently their 
trials and temptations were more af. 


fhcting than our O.²]ã Z But they 


watche over their propenſities, they 
ſubdued their paſſions, and by looking 


ſteadily to i recompence of reward,” 


lives then beat teſtimony! againſt out 


2 rect proof, that che divine grace" is: 


ſufficient-for us, that God doth not 
ſuffer us to be tempted about that we 
are Able 1 that 26 wear aſſiſted and 


rute that" it ſet before! ur: ſot thon- 


n run before us, and ten 


thouſande have ſiniſhed their conte 
with joy. 


Bur 


directed it depends on us, and from us 
it is juſtiy required, to 1 afiderevery 
er, ard to run. with patente be 


14 
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Bur, perhaps, I addreſs myſelf to thoſe, 
e in the midſt of perverſeneſs 
and depravity; Who on every ſide are 
ſurrounded. by the light, the careleſs and 
the worldly- minded, borne down by the 
torrent of faſhion and opinion, expoſed. 
to the contempt and ſcorn of the liber- 
tine, dreading to be diſtinguiſhed, and 
ſhrinking from the imputation of ſin- 
all others, it is incumbent on us to ex- 
tend our views; for we are not called 
merely not to be the worſt among the 
blind and corrupt. We are to look to 
ſembly of the bleſſed that ſurround the 
throne of God: to whom we are to con- 
form, and with whom we are to be unit- 
ed: and if there be honour ſurely it 
muſt be found in ſuch, a union; and if 
there be praiſe, ſurely it muſt be that 
of following their ſteps. If we duly con- 
ſider that a ſhort day of faithfulneſs and. 


perſeverance ſhall give us an inheritance 
Vox. I. "Us for 
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for ever with the faithful and perſever- 
ing, little can we be affected by the herd 
of ſordid and corrupted creatures that 
now furround us. Is their” praiſe to be 
| compared with the acclamations of the 
bleſſed} or their feorn piercing, whom 
che all- wile and glorious hath laughed to 
| foorn I Are we ſingular when we detach 
 6trfelves from thoſe, who ha ve detached 
themfelves from every thing good and 
Storious in "God's creation? Or do we 
ant the countenance of numbers, when 
the iunumerable hoſts of the bleſſed call 
wirk one voice upon us, to be © Head. 
2 immovuble, ahways aboitiding in the 
« work of the Lord,” far ar much ar we 
bes- by me Examples . that aur 
„ bee i not'in eee 


e letting 17 


71 % Mm A e bulg [excel an vert: of 
| hires are directed to ſet before them 

all the dittingu iſhed- and renowned ina 

wen Works?! 5 eohſider what abilities 
5 have me and how ad- 

SIRE, mirably | 
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mitably they would have conducted the 
defign, in which their ſucceſfote are en- 
gaged. The direction is of infinitely 
greater conſequence to thoſe who ate 
engaged in the work of ſalvation. How 
would the faint arid the ſervant of the 
moſt High deſpiſe ſuch a worldly allure- 
ment? With what courage would ſuch 
a temptation be reſiſted ? with what cau- 
tion would ſuch a paſſion be ſuppreſſed ? 
with vrhat fortitude would ſuch a cala - 
mity be ſuſtained; by ond of thoſe il- 
luſtrious characters diſplayed in the holy 
ſcriptures 7 Theſo are the queſtions to 
be addreſſed to our hearts, inſtead of our 
being afraid to excel thoſe immediately 
around us; ot of pteſſing om beſore them 
in theiway of ene EE 


WO Jhis 10, ,29:; nien 10 = I od... 

II. Bor the great" encouragement to 
our following the faithful, as well as the, 
great enforcement of this our duty, id 
ſtill to be conſidered, T inean the im- 
mutability of the Great Author of our - 
och | U 2 | faith, 5 


— 


evtry period and condition, the * 
teacher; mm and ikea dh *. 
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faith, „ Jeſus Ciriſt, the ſame, yeſterday 


and to dg, and for ever?” to all of 


Cy £1 A. 384561 29 $4077 of 7,342 


„ Parc Conte confaſed, 


nation, that theſe holy men, by whoſe 
example we are taught to walk, were 


more highly | favoured than curſelves, 
and had more advantage: vouchſafed to 


this day. But herein we Treaſon not 
aisht. Mary, of them indeed had pre- 
ternatural endow ments, ſuch u their 


miniſtry required. And if theſe be ne- 
c agt for the working out of man's 


ſaluation, undoubtedly they were more 
favoured thay ourſelves.,, But it is not 
the working of miracles, or gift of 


tongnes, ot diſcerning. of - -ſpifits,/iwhich 


our Lotd, m the conditions of his 


promiſed mereyi i Nayn we ate aſſured 


that many ha have enjoyed ſueh en- 


don ments ſet the, ſalvation af others, 


iet: 8 J . ſhall, 


them, than to any ordinary chriſtian of 


* 
| 
F 


re 
hall: themſelyes be finally rejefcd. But, 
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in every thing eſſential: to ſalvation we. 
have. a Saviour equally gracious to us all, 


28 to the moſt enlightened: and; diſtin», 
guilhed. of his 9 Ges gig 1111 
niet Her v6.5 an om 


- He hath vouchſaſed. * us ali the 
ſame foundation of our faith, and the 
fame ſolid; ground of conviction. They 
who canverſed with our Lord or his im- 
more powerfully impreſſed.” Vet even 
ſuch impreſſions did not always; prove 
imeſiſſibe. And there i a peculiar hleſ- 
ſing pronounced on thoſe, h not ſee; 
ing, do yet believe 3, WM enquire CAN» 
didly and, aſſent ingenuonſly,. without 
prejudice or cavil: though not indulged 
with that particulat kind of evidence 


which i ignorance and preſumption might Wer: 


affect to require, And the means of 
rational conviction are granted to ph all. 
Its original foundation once firmly laid, 
N und truth, like its 

great 
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great ke ia dane la Ahttlent 
times, in latter days, and through all 


fübdecding periods. It knows no decay, 
ſuffers no diminution; but is rather that 


ſhining light, which inet more and 
ret unto the perfect day, when faith: 
well be loſt in enjoyment.” fred k 
517 . of $1750 209 Te 71 51121 nber 2 mot. 
Ap as out means of rational con- 
Fiche are che Time, fo have we the 
cine e te render our faith 
Hvely, fruitfo?, and effectual: the fame | 
Promiſe bf the ſpirit” in every operation | 
— netefkiy For this purpoſe. _ Af e not 
Sniy t wine mere highly favoured that 
t promiſe” is "vouchſafed ;but!to all 
WH are" ft” e, Tt Dcr bah n 
ters but in ; that Göd' fl whrketh, | 
Bop 4 will nnd 16 d of . Saul Phe. 
1 omi Bak s & ig or 7 £ 
20 #6#5m” 1 BR Alt Dot of Bats g 


Ahn Have alſs, "the js motives” to 
Sbediener revealed te . Tue gottes 
vl An eternal exiſtence are fill diſplayed 
1 Bk before 
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before us: the terrours of divine wrath 
are ſtill ſounded in our ears. The moſt 
enlightened of all the race of mortals 
had no ſtronger aſſurance that God ſhall 
judge the world in rigliteouſneſs, than 
we. Nay many Patriarchs and holy men 
of old would have rejoiced, had they 
received that revelation of life and im- 
mortality which the lowlicft of our re- 


an e now V ehijojs.” 
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- 
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97 a not then, that theſe AluAribts" ex- 
atnples, whoſe faith we art commanded 
to follow, lived in Happier days; that 
many of them con verſed immediately 
with their heavenly maſter; heard his 
doctrines, and were pierced with His af- 
fectionate exhortations. Ft or herein, the 
goodneſs of our bleſſed Lord appears un- 
alterably the ſame.” In the holy ſctip- 
tites,' we have the fulnefs'of his inftruc- 
tion till eonveyed us, his affeQion' till 
expreſſed, his ſolicitude for our ſalvation 
ananifeſted without abatement. We till 
_ converſe 
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converſe with him; we are enlightened . 


. by: his. een nd Pd his 


tit A 


W. may even n Ge 4 on fack 
1 ſuppoſition the immutability of our 
bleſſed Lord is. ſtill manifeſt, that his im- 
mediate followers had mare aſſiſtance, 
and a greater portion of God's ſpirit, 


, - 


than any ordinary chriſtian. now enjoys. 


But if ſo, their trials alſo were propor- 
l greater. We are not called to 


| mation and ſufferings and death for 
om rs s ſake, We have no, ſevcti- 
es t to ſupport. .. The terrours, of | the 
| NN he not thundered in our cars; 

the powers af tbe chemy are not armed 


againſt us. We are protected and ſe- 
cute. We haye, no adverſaries without.: 


©, have to fear only from our 
jndolence ce 48d corruption ; Hitt noi 


2 e 190 ; 10} bu ile + aid beiten 10 


ivy 


PA zam beste. zi Norune 


« . Jabours more alundant,” nor expoſed. to 7 
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Norm indeed can be more morti- 
fying and alarming, than to conſider, 
what advantages we have received, and 
vrhat is their influence upon our hearts. 


We are called to immortality, yet en- 
ſla ved by the things of this life: ſome- 
umes feebly tottering in the chriſtian 
race; ſometimes deviating into the paths 
of corruption. Invited by the whole aſ- 
ſembly of God's glorious creatures, to 
tread-in_ their ſteps, and to ſtrare in their 
reward; yet ſeduced by a few contemp- 
tible ſlaves of iniquity to be conformed 
to their vileneſs. Was it for this that 
the great myſtery of godlineſs was re- 
vealed That our Lord deſcended from 
his glory, and aſſumed our nature t that 
he: died and roſt for our ſalvation? 
Surolyꝭ the ſtupendous work of man's 
tedemption ws for à nobler purpoſe, 
than that of giving us a lifeleſs and im- 
perfect ſenſe of duty, a coldneſs and in- 
difference to the hope of our calling: 


ori formal and decently compoſed ex- 
Ry teriour, 


5 
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teriour, a: -languor or diſtraction in the 
and ſcarcely collected ſor a moment. 
and inſtantly reſigned again to the world 


the communion of a Chriſtian is not 
with this world and its allurements. 
His heart is lifted up to ſomething inſi- 
nitely morq exalted. He is a fellow-ci- 


tiaen with all the maſt 3 | 


he to conform, i 
of their reward. . 
A122 . 230: 2: RY RY 2 Af. IF 81 

— * us then ord ory eee th 
rupt v. Our con verſation is not with 
theſe. | Let us fix ſiendily on thoſe with 


whom it is our duty and our happineſs 


to be conformed :- who will direct and 


animate; us in our progreſs to immortal 
g ate Han erer, n 


| 

| - © 125 bSloqmed tiavb bas He 
| 

| 

| 

N 
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and its alluring objects. No, my brethren, 


i he would rate. 


| 
| 
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dane rule, the fams courſe, the fame 
aſſiſtance, and the ſame prize, 


.. Gap grant! that by duly conſidering 
that weight of glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed, and faithfully labouring to ob- 
tain it, we may have the end of our 
con verſation i in heaven, and there — 
with thoſe bleſſed ſpirits whoſe faith 
we follow, in everlaſting joy, and never- 
ceaſing, praiſes ta the King of Kings, 
and Lord of bend 
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zie Power of God. i the Erereaſs ind. 


Eflablihmant of the Goſpel; with an 
Examination of the natural my 92 
ee am 44 


1180 13 


Pregched in in 8 1 Dunn, | 


n the, Feaft of the Epiphay, el a 
Kamen ee e ee e 


* 


> 1 * — 
hago: 1937 ib. vlaiin none 


W Isalan, chap. i, al 22, 


Hl ene . a PRIOR and 


ba! one 4 flrong nations I the 


4 

; 7 1 173 2 
Pry 1 8 14 T4 " s + 4 ah. - | ” * 7 13 4 
ey 411 1818 L-CS e sun 3 


Wirn theſe We the prophet 
cloſes a magnificent deſeription of che 
glory of | Chrilt's church, when the glad 
2 tidings 


to the nations of the earth; when the 
Gem were' to rome to the M ο 
the goſpel, and * to. the brightneſs 
he W. do % Tarn gl 
a Nr 0 2d ox 580 
Tus ent -mbich cloſes the chapter, 
and is indeed the ſum of the Whole 


\ 


ſublime paſſa ge, hath theſe two parti- 
culars cxprefled f all tlie elevation and - 
folentiſty. by which this prophet is d- 
tinguiſhed. Firſt, that the goſpel when 
manifeſted to th d, ſhould be at- 
tended with bay of 2 ſs, and fpread 
with ſuch a ſwiſt and. extenſive progreſs 
as would be infinitely diſproportioned to 
its firſt Peginnihgs 4 4 Hitt1 dir Shall 


| * Hecome, £ ee, ang 4. ſmall ax K. 


this encreaſe . _ ſhould not be produced 
by human agency; but that the f "THE 


matliate interpoſitian of divine 
| thoukb appear in it. I the Lud nu 
len it in dir (phe Melek x ine. 
annibit | the 
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Tuts then is the ſubpect which I pro- 
poſe to your conſideration . The 
« mem of the goſpel.” This 1 hall en- 
deavour to illuſtrate; and from thence 
deduce ſome obſervations which may 


— ent its dus influence 


curd Wai rpar 


Mr 4efign Mn 3 e me to 
conſider the circumſtances of the world, 
when our Lord ſent forth his diſciples to 
teach all nations. And firſt, as to the 
Jews: It is remarkable; that while God 
him ſelf vouchſafed to be their king, and 
to adminiſter his goverament: by imme- 
diate tevelations of his will, and extra- 
ordinary interpoſitions of his power, they 
were, W ever ready to 
2 Ks. 3 rebel, 
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pendous miracles with: indifference, but 


idolatries from which they had been ſe- 


parated, they could not entirely and at 
once root out their affedion fon them; 
but were willing to be perſuaded that 


they were not wholly. to be abandoned, 


but might in ſome ſort: be. reconciled to 


the laws and: ordinances of God. ret 
after the captivity, hen they were no 
longer favoured. with extraordinary diſj—- 


penſations, they became remarkable for 
an obſtinate adherence to their law; their 
prejudides were then in favour of their 
otyn law, ſor the violation of which 
however ſtrong their attachment to the 


Atuals, the moral part of their law was 


neglected: To judgment, juſtice, and 


_ -their own hiftorian impute the deſtruc- 
ton which afterwards fell upon the whole 
nation, ta any other cauſe but the, di- 


Fade vine 


- mercy they were ſtrangers: nor dotn 
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ee — cireum- | 
Bances, When the Meſſiah appeared. It 
is tus, hat at tha time Off bis appear 
ance, they Were in expectation of - his 
coming s but that appearance was ſp 
conitrary to their imaginations,” that they 
deſpiſed; porſecuted, and at length put 
mim to an ignominious death.. Hence, 
the preaching his goſpel- to them was ip 
alfect proslaiming their opſtinacy, ingrar 
4#tude, and abominable impiety. And 
s it tended ta overthtow all which. they 
bald ſacred, ac it proneunced their ar- 
dinanocs, (theſe ordinances on which 
alone they depended for apceptanee).40 
e bo longerpplenſing do God, What, could 
D more calculated t cxcite their utmoſt 
fary Asad it did exaite their utmoſt 
fury, - and: withſtand- their. moſt ipveter 
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Eko 1! The” doArmes of the Fall, 
And of the promiſed ſeed were familiar 
do lem Tie chr ſtians acknowledged | 
the divide örigin of their religious con- 
Alitution, and appealed to their wn pro- 
Phet. But as 10 the Gentiles, they 
Were utter rangers to all theſe things. 
To compfekend the doQtine* propoſed 
to them, they were pre viouſiy to be in 
Tohmed of many truths quite remote 
from their cbneceptons: they were to be 
rnequsiuted tk the hiſtory of à people 
Whom they Held an abhorrende and con- 
detpt, ande which, öf cbnHeduente, Was 
Fol Hkely to engage their attention; 
Aud heft i Ipight of fuch obſtachee 
Me night Beaded te weigh the 
Evjidnce'Vy Whith the bew \doQrine 
wn füpported hey werei on many ub 
counts  Rrongly x prejudiced * 
Ni r S8 derhmCüt au power; Rö 

_— I ard Totfictimes? irpreHented s 
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overlooking the firſt growth of chriſtia- 
nity with a contemptuous confidence, 
were yet naturally and neceſſarily ene- 


mies to the introduction of the goſpel. 
They were the guardians and miniſters 
of the national religion: and therefore 
the very beſt amongſt. them ſeem to 
have regarded it as their duty, to check 
the progreſs of a dangerous innovation, 
even by the ſevereſt methods. Some of: 

them were themſelves the objects of 
publick; worſhip, and thetefore engaged 
both by; pride and policy, | to; ſupport. 
ſuch abſurd and profane inſtitutions. 
And as their publick rites were calculated 
for the purpoſes of government, they! 
never granted toletation to any, (if they 
were at all diſpoſed; to tolerate). but to 
ſuch as were entirely conſiſtent with the 
cſtabliſhed. Thus our holy religion, 
wrhicha not only demanded a reception. 
but diſdained to mix with the eſta- 


3 bliſhed: worthip, and pronounced it abo- 


es muſt have [appeared doubly 


nila; X2 dangerous 
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dangerous to the national conſlitution 
Henca, the great ones of the world 
were the- laſt to embrace it, and at firſt 
Da 2 


iet bus be ls oa 14D 
220 41945 Frog - ois 400. $34 51-4; W, 


—AnoTrer" (ot 3 n 
goſpel from principle, were thoſe of ſpe- 
 enlation-and-philoſophy. They had ar- 
mived to a .confiderable degree of teſine- 
ment, were in the! higheſt repute for 

knowledge ; ull of them entertained opi- 
tiam revelation: and two of their Sects, 
one; the favourite of the: retired and 
leaſt corrupted, ' the admirers. of virtue 
and moral dignity; the other, of thoſe 
more immediately converſant in courts 
and (palaces, in the ' buſineſs and plea- 
ſues nee theſe two-Sefts,/Þ 
N cots md: een) 6b thai | 
Z tonets,, admit the; truth of any rovela« 


abo at all. eee inn, | 
nnn | that 
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that when Saint Paul was engaged in 
his miniſtry at Athens, he met with par- 
tticular oppoſition from * dertam , the 
 « Stores and Epicureans,” Indeed; what 
could have been expected, but that 
men of great reputation; and obſtinately 
attached to their on prineiples, would 
exert their whole power and influence 
weaknefs, overturned all their preten- 
Hons to wiſdom, and ſubſtituted} a ae 
ſyſtem, in which the meaneſt of the 
people r rival them:: 105 knew⸗- 
r 
n Bitte 30 20% Hie goil 
Fo Mleen of. ſpoculation, the 
infection of falſe; and petnicions prin- 
ciptts diffoſed--itfelf through the .bady 
f the pape; and vu ohe great aufe 
of that. unbouaded Heentiouſneſa and 
corruption af manacte which. ovorſprend 
dhe Gentilss at; che feſt appearance of 
the Goſpel: and; whioh not only, ron- 
dae mem infa ble de 6s. oxcelJepes, 
do | * but 
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but embittered their rage againſt an at- 
tompt to diſturb them in their pleaſures, 
and to awaken them to a N 4 —_ 
vileneſs and danger. a, 
18 30d 551502 0 " fb} 

Sven; then, were-the G of 
as world, when Jeſus ſent out his diſ- 
 <ciples'to proclaim the kingdom of their 
Lord. Were we ſtrangers to the ſacred 
records, what notions would we natu- 
rally form of men who attempted to 
SRabliſh a doctrine ſo repugnant'to the 
_ Hemiporal: intereſt and vietys of policy, 
to the opinions and prejudices, to the 
paſſions and vices of mankind: ſo mor- 
Ying to pride, 10 intolerable o ſenſu- 
iy, $6" unfriendly: to preſent /intereft ? 
What, but that they were men of pe- 
Retration und abilitice; ſubtile and inſi- 
Wweatingy'favonred and ſupported and 
oP extmaordinaty efteem ant veneration. 
Had this been really the caſe; ſtilb their 
ſusceſb muff have appeared Mo¹n⁰eͤfül 


aun Unsccoustable“ But wWe ff them 
100 obſcure 
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3 


obſcure. and lowly, plain and unexper 
nenceds their, 3 2 they 
And accordingly they went forth, in the 
ſpirit of ſimplicity, of meckneſs and hu- 
mility. They propoſed their docttine 
without reſerve: or artifice, and ſubs 
mitted heit evidence to the firieſt and 
ſevereſt ſcrutiny. They: went out from 
Jeruſalem, (where the number of diſci- 
ples. multiplied greatly) and.carried;theix 
glad tidings into all the nations round. 
In leſs, than forty years the remoteſt 
parts of the then known world had 
heard the ſound of the Goſpel : Ntill it 
ſpread and triumphed, The heathens 
ſicos offered. no more and ere dN) cen 
turies had. yet elapſed an apologiſt for 
phriſtianity was enabled to repreſent, to 
heathen: princes, that their cities, their 
ole palaces, 


8a 8E RM ON AI. 

palices; wete full of Chriſtians; and that 
it was not poſſible to extirpate them 
Without deſtroying fur the greater part of 
their ſubjſects: * il vr the f 
bf God,” d, peu bak 
2 6 bas e 2139970 +. 421 HUD ito 2; wel 
_ Any what cauſt can we aflign: uy 
this ſurpriziag progreſs ? How is it that 
the weakeſt of men could enguge in ſo 
prodigious an attfertipt, aud be attended 
with fach prodigious ' facceſs i Were 
ine ſcriptures leut, reabh itſbif would 
tench us, chat they muſt have bern fur. 
hiſled with an evidence of their miſſion 
fitted" 't6 prevail bn all kdnts and url 
deld of men; fuited to the meaneſt, 
and able to tand the teſt of che moſt 
refined underfandings. Their power 
muff have been ſuperiour to the united 
powers of tue World: and therefbre moſt 
have been dhe power of God. enn otbet 
Woche, the firſt teachers of the Goſpul 
wut have beet endued - with ſuper nn. 
e Braces and abiltelen. Nor n 4 
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reaſonable acobunt bo aſſigned for theit 
ſucceſe, but that plain account which 
Lord himſelf wrought with them, and 
accompanied their preaching with ſigns 
and miraculous powers. They were in 
a moment enabled to hold coriverſe with .- 
par ERA of the carth;-and in a 
to this — of divine . and 
IT to the Sn As they 
— the-blind; and 
walked: And while by theſe powers 
they could put gainſayers to ſilence, they 
were.'alfd endued with extraordinary 
courage and perſeverance, zeal, chear- 
fulneſs and patienee; which "neither 
power hor perſecution; nor ſame; not 
fuffetitigs, nor death could conquer. All 
theſe they endured? they were the ob. 
jects of habitual hatred and deteſtation: 
they raped reviled” and! tradibed\ in- 
aol ins 8 AIG fulted | 


— 4 . , - 
Sir 
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ſalted: and tormented : in all things 
% approving tlemſelues ihe miniſters of 
Cad : in much patience; in gflictionr, 
m neceſſities, m diftreſſes, in fribes 
« and imprijonments; in tumulte, n la- 
„% bours, „ watchings, ' in  faftings:” | 
And yet, in all "theſe things they were 
« more thar cungueruurs. God had per- 
mitted the heathen to rage againſt them, 
not only to make their conſtancy: and 
integrity the more illuſtrious, but alſo 
to ſhew; beyond all poſſibility of doubt, 
that it was his wiſdom which directed 
them, his power which ſupported them, 
and that their amazing ſucceſs could be 
owring only to thoſe graces with which 
_ {were endued from on high. Dave 


- Feat” onnrato3tots (© oat ogowern 
ke vas allo pleaſed to make, his inter- 
poſition, ill. more evident, by denying 
On, even the aids of 
n — the ſup- 
part of the Goſpel, two inconvenienes 
2 poſſibly ha ve ariſen from it. It 

might 
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might have been objected by the ene- 
mies of Chriſt, that his holy religion was 
no more than the invention and con- 
trivance of men of policy and abili- 
ties: And human doctrines might have 
cotrrupted the purity of the Goſpel; and 
deſcended to poſterity undiſtinguiſhed 
from it. But God ſo ordained, that the 
wiſe and learned part of mankind ſhould 
have full time to examine the evidence, 
to conſider the tendency, and obſerve 
the progreſs of the Goſpel; and then 
embrace it, when they could be ſuſ- 
pected of no other motive but true con- 
viction; and that if they ſhould at- 
tempt to blend their own inventions 
with, it, (as they really. did attempt): fu- 
ture ages might have a primitive rule f 
faith, of whoſe purity there could be 
no doubt, „ "_ of all ſuch 
miztüres. reno rt DN 
Sri py TY FCN A HH norgttst OY 

AMS we Have ft cone hichits- 


gion, in its original depreſſed and per- 
13 . 
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Wasted and tormented : 77 all things 
« approving themſelves the minifters- of 
„Cad: in much patience; in Mlictionr, 
n neceſſities, m difireſſes, in firipes 
« and impriſonments, in tumults,' in la- 
„% bours, m watchings, * in faftings:” + 
And yet, in all theſe things they were 
« more than conquerears:” God had pets 
mitted the heathen to rage againſt them, 
not only to make their conſtancy and 
to ſhew; beyond all poſſibility of doubt, 
that it was his wiſdom” which directed 
them, his power which ſupported-them, 
and that their amazing ſucceſs could be 
owing” only to thoſe graces with which 
vey were endued from on high. 
A Tee N an. 18: BEIT) 
m Hz. was alſo pleaſed to make his inter- 
poſition, ſtill. more evident, by denying 
to the... firſt Chriſtians even the aids;of 
human, learning. Had. ſuch aſſiſtance 
55 been immediately introduced to the ſup- 
port of the Goſpel, two inconveniences 
* poſſibly have ariſen from it. It 
might 
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might have been objected by the ene- 
mies of Chriſt, that his holy religion was 
no more than the in vention and con- 
trivance of men of policy and abili- 
ties: And human doctrines might have 
corrupted the purity of the Goſpel; and 
deſcended to poſterity undiſtinguiſhed 
from it. But God ſo ordained, that the 
wiſe and learned part of mankind: ſhould 
have full time to examine the evidence, 
to conſider the tendency, and obſerve 
the progreſs of the Goſpel; and then 
embrace it, when they could · be ſuſ- 
pected of no other motive but true oon 
viction; and that if they - ſhould. at- 
tempt to blend their own inventions 
with; it, (as they really did attempt) fu- 
ture ages might have a primitive rule of 
faith, of whoſe, purity there could be 
er eee lee: 
mixtures. 
oy AS HM WY n fi nie int "WP 


Ap now RP have ſcen our holy re- 


ihn in its original depreſſed and per- 
ſecuted 
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ſecutedl ſtute; in Which it continued to 
its ad verſaries, till at length it ſubdued 
them, and obliged the rulers and princes 
of this world n og their crowns be- 


gert ile tronc'of 'the' Lan. Such a 
victory, one might imaginc, would have 


deu Sor veligion fröm any farther 


difnculties; but, alas! new trials and 
How enemits now awaited it. Scareely 
had it gained the evi power to its aid, 
and taſted the advantages of protection, 
, the people of God; and hae, when oru- 
elty” had proved ineffeQual,” exerted all 
the arts of craft and policy againſt 
them. But here again they were vidto- 
rious/” His malicious attempts did ho- 
nbur to that profeſſion Which be meant 
to render the object of contempt; and, 
by God's mercy, confirmed the truth of 
that religion in a wonderful manner, 
which he endeavoured to overthfow. 
_ ben at wenden ohen enemies 
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were no more, and the civil power was 
firmly attached to their ſide; that the 
diffoecnce between the pow-er of : God, 
and the weak and ineffectual aſſiſtance 
of the arm of fleſn might ſtill: be more 
manifeſt, protection and worldly: proſe 
perity proved a moſt dangerous ſnare 
to them. The vices of proſperity werte 
introduoed with its advantages. Tho 
humility and charity, the purity: and 
ſimplicity, the ſanctity and ſelf-denial 
which” had diſtinguiſhed the followers 
of Chriſt, began now to be unknown. 
Pride and diſſention, luxury and pomp, 
and ſplendour, lioentiouſneſs and ſeafu- 
ality, ſuceoeded to them. The family 
ſor H our Bord was contented to 
ſyfſer w crumbled into innamerable 
diviſtons. Paſtors and teachers were no 
longer ehoſen for their eminent zealand 
holineſss Voleuoe and faction were 
called in to eſtabliſh them; Ror did 
they fred the flock, but, like ravening 
wolves, deſtroyed and gorged themſelves 


W with 
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with Hobbit Bitter and gael 
of a godly zeal for the eſſential parts 
of Chriſtianity. New and unworthy 
and the native beauty of the Goſpel | 
ſullied/ and diſgraced, by foreign mix- 
tures. . What was originally ſo plain, 
ſa caſy and delightful, became dark and 


—— em A 
dam, made the fins of his people to be 
their puniſhment; and, While the im- 
poſture of Mahomet enſlaved ihe Baſtern 
world. permitted the ſpiritual tyranny 
of: Rome to eſtabliſn its throne com- 
pletely in the Weſt.— Then were the 
predictions -of the holy Prophets veri- 
fed. This . man f fin,” 2 
8 ths n pg Satan; wi 


Pegg 8 . men 


tayſterious, en r ut- 
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, men to giue feed to docrrines of fouls 
1 departed, —forbidding to 'marry—and 
commanding to-' abſtain from meats; — 
2 made war upon the ſaints and overcame 
„em e -und power was giuen unto ſum 
quer all kindreds and tongues and an- 
tinte linge of tie earth cum- 
<: mitted" fornication ' with the mother f 
„ rin: that is, were led into ido- 
latry by the power ſo called-. y her 
— n 
3 purity and mo- 
ral goodneſs: y ler forcertes,” I ſay) 
_ 4 werevall nations diceived; und ſhe” war 
uin uit ile blood of the "Saints, 
* 2, the Marty of Ne 
„ iin bag thpupr. com; age 
M ruſtill God had not forgotten to 
be gracious. He was: pleaſod/ after a 
long night of darkneſs, to permit his 
light to ariſe on ſome part of the Chriſ- 
tian world. We were reſcued from 
thato** vue, * — + fathers. uere not 
17 Harg:i9 , 4 ohle 
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* able 1e bear,” —ſBut- ſcarcely had we 
_ faſted: the: bleſſings: of liberty, hen we 
began to abuſe them. New. dangers 
ftmteatened our holy religion. A ſet of 

men aroſe, who ſtola thoſe weapons 


de ever lariag dhe foundation nem. 


anity bed been attacked ſo ſucceſafully. 
and attempted to turn them sgainſt 
Obtidianity itſelfs denied the Lord.that 
Hhought them: and by their repeated 
aſſaults, conſtantly defestecl and con- 
ſtantlyn tenewed,: obliged his ſorva nta to 


Happily, or us the end of alb abis ab- 
 Rinagy bath been, to confirm aut faith. 
Our enemies have reiſcd' it numbers of 

illuſtrious deſenders; babe occaſiohed it 
to be more frequently and ſtrictly ex- 
aminod. aud af conſaqbenee have made 
its unt and luſtre tis moro glaon. 
Thun chath God, according to his wonted 
mency. produced;good ont of evil. An, 
e truſt that He, who) in all its trials, 


* — his favour to his 
Nn * ; church, 
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church, will ſtill continue to manifeſt 
it: ſince he is faithful who hath pro- 
miſed that © the gates of hell hall not 


53 eee agarnſt a,” 


Bur have no Gatiifal Gutes been aſ- 
ſigned for this victorious progreſs of the 
Goſpel, which is now repreſented as 
ſtrictly miraculous ?—Yes. And the 
truth which I have now endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh, will receive a till additional 
confirmation from propoſing and ex- 
amining ſome of theſe pretended cauſes, 
This ſhall therefore be the buſineſs of 
another diſcourſe, together with ſuch ob- 


ſervations upon the ſubject now before 


us, as may contribute to promote the 
great ends of all God's graces and diſ- 
penſations: the ſtrengthening our faith, 
the purifying of our hearts, and the ſal- 
vation of 0 our fouls, through Jeſus Chriſt 
. our Lord. 2s, 2 5 
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The 7 if God im 110 = 
 Eftabliſhment of the Ggßel; with an 
_ Exqmination of the natural Cauſes + 
e its Here. : 


. 


1 8 
, 2 
6 — 44 
4p — 
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dne, in Txiurrr Cor, LLEG 'B, „Dusti 


4 14163, chap. be. — 27. . 


4 in, one. hall become c thouſand; Fay 


4% fail ane a ftrong nation: 1 the. 


Lord will haften i in A. time. F 928g 


1 was obſerved, in a former diſpoure 


upon theſe words, that they contained 
a prophetic declaration of the rapid and 


extenſive progreſs with which our holy 
religion | was to ſpread through the 
2 world ; 


— 


%. 
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1 . mag? N diſpi — 
—_ by 4 
x infin propor- 


toned. to its firſt beginnings, and ſuch 


as inanifeſted a power ſuperiour to all 
human agency. I endeavoured to ex- 
Plain the wonderful completion of this 

prophecy ; to illuſtrate the divine power, 
by which the Chriſtian Faith was pro- . 
pagated and ſapparted ; to prove, from 
the ſtate and more of of the world, 
that all the powers of man were, from 


p__—_— 


the firſt, of neceſſity, combined againſt 2 


it ; that all the fury and all the ſubtilty* 
that Satan could inſpire, were exerted to 


overthrow it. "That the natural abili- 


ties of its teachers were ſuch as could 


not overcome even the ſmalleſt | part of 
this oppoſition ; "ind that their Weben 


was ſo great * ſexrcely"be ex- 
pected in the natural ee 
e 


exatni- 


8 ERM ON XI. 325 
examination of the viſible world, to 


nn 
Aae. n * | 31.0 | 


Bor, as men have ſometimes attri- 
buted the formation of material things 
to, I know not what, fortuitous con- 
courſe of ineffectual cauſes or agents, 
ſo have we found reaſoners who endea- 
vour to clade the force of that argu- 
ment now before us, by ſuggeſting ſome 
natural cauſes for the introduction, 

progreſs and eſtabliſhment of the Goſ- 
pel. I now proceed to conſider ſuch of 
theſe pretended cauſes as have been moſt 
frequently repeated, (for thus it is that 
gainſayers have endeavoured to give them 
ſome conſequence). And not long ſince 
have they been repeated by an adverſary, 
in whom our enemies gloried as their 
marched out like a giant in his ſtrength, 

to * defþ the armies of tir ituing Gi 
but — no greater 
Rrength 


& Van 
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ſuength than had already proved ineffec- 
tal, and to uſe no other weapons than 
thoſe which had oftentimes been * 
and * 


1 15 22 T f1 00 97 'F * 


Tr is n in . that 
theage in which chriſtianity firft appeared 
was: prepared for any theological notions ; 
| Ansel afforded a conſide- 
cable advantage to its teachers: and that 
an analogy between certain doctrines of 
the Goſpel; and thoſe of ſome favourite 
philoſophers contributed greatly to the 
Fpreading of the Chriſtian Faith. If ſo, 
the Goſpel ſhould have gained its firſt 
and earlieſt: converts from the contempla- 
tive; the learned, and philoſophical part 

of mankind : and chiefly from one par- 
ticular ſect. But we know 'that the 
tidings with ſcorn and averſion. To 
them the Goſpel was fooliſhneſs. | Nor 
does it appear that their vanity and ob- 
Mikey TINS till ae faith 
2 8 1 had 
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had already © taker ruot downwards, and 
% brought: forth” fruit : upwards.” And 


when. the Apoſtles were ſent out to teach 


this alliance with haman lcerning, which. 


| is faid to have been ſo favourable to their 


their preaching was as diſguſting to the 
profeſſors. of human | ſcience, as their 
doctrines. They utterly: diſavowed. the 
«, enticing' | words of - man's | wiſdom;": 
profeſſed to know nothing” but © Crit. 
and him, * crucified -” and warned their 


* * * 

vers againſt the * vain. deceits 
y C 

* Philoſoptn. + 4 14 891. 1 10 — * 
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Ir is alſo urged that indulgence to both 


1 


was a fundamental principle of apoſto- 


lical conduct: and that by this political 


flocked in from different and oppoſite 


is this ſcheme chiefly attributed ? To 


203180 


of 
$4 18 
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ſcheme of the Apoſtles, converts ſoom 


ax: S. ER MON AAN 
Saint Faul,-a:zcalous Phariſte, educated 
ibatie ſtricteſt- notions of his fekt, and 
felly poſſeſſed with principles and preju- 

dioes Which repreſented ſuchba deſign a 
inpions and aboimiunable But unhappily 
foriuch rea ſonere, this union of the Jews 
amd Gentiles, wag" olearly forctsld by the 


amtient Prophets p was the evident and! 


auomtueddeſigu of the great author of our 
faith, uagrecubly to thoſe pretllctions; was 
tlergieat obſtacle which his followers at 
fiiſt cheounter ed; was a part of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation which they them 
ſelves embraced: with difficulty and by 
degrees. To teach the Jews," that they | 
ſhould form one church with the Geatiles 
af auch privilegts To teach the Gen- 
tiles, chat the ere to form one church 
with the Jevrs, u hoſe nation and religion 
they: held: imcabhorrence. and contempt; 
dux chey were to achnbwledge a crucified 
_ Jeivicas" their Lord and Saviour -Was 
ſueh —— upon- che prejus 
rnise 5 dices 
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dices of both, the natural means of 
reconciling and gaining both ? It was a 
ſuperiour power alone which rendered 
ſuch means effectual. Human policy 
muſt have at once rejected, or s 
een have — them. 

bonigg [193 1 &2T POLAPET 
"Had the Abo. indeed eight 4 
religion combined of the "rites and 
doctrines, both of Jews and Gentiles: had 
they united the ſacrifices of Jeruſalem 
with the inſpection of the entrails which 
the Heathens pracliſed; the rites of 
baptiſm or circumciſion with the initiati- 
ons of Ceres or Bacchus; the doctrine of 
4 reſurrection with the doctrine of 
Tartarus and Elyſſum; then might we 
indeed have traced" the work of human 
policy in their preaching. And hence 
mighttheir adverfaries ha ve perhaps fairly 
actounifed for their fucteſs. (Although 
we know the great Inpoſtor of the Eaſt 

wrote not for lis Tocceſs to 4 contri- 
vance ſimilar 49"thiv)—Or- had they 
praiſed, 


DAB 
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Fractiſed, what ſome pretended teachers 
"of later times have thought convenient: 
had they diſguiſed, palliated, — 
according to the various tempers, opini- 
ons, and prejudices of their hearers, no 
wonder that converts had been gained 
from different and oppoſite quarters. 
| Bat what were their methods of conci- 
| lation To the Jews they taught, that, 
by. * the Len, no feſt” is < juflified;”. 
that. « the Law” was © but the ſhadow of 
« good things to came; that its ſacrifices. 
and offerings had been taken away by 
Chriſt, that be might eſtabliſh a new and, 


better covenant.— To the Gentiles it was 


declared, that they ſhould © depart from 
falt to * ſerve. the Jroing,God : that 
„ee, ere to be wiſe, . they, 


« te truth of God jnto 4 He. agel nat, 
ftaſle not, handle not, were dengunged,, 
with equal vehemence, want Enit 


F 
nA > 
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And, to ſum up all, « Chrift crucified,” 
was every where preached boldly, plainly, 
and directly, though, © 7 the Fews a 
* Rumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolih- 
ue“ And, ® the foolneſr 'of God” 
was © wiſer than men,” and . the weakneſ 
n ooinay rect 
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4 will no doubt excite the ſurprize 


and indignation of the ingenuous rea- 


ſoner, to hear, (if indeed he be yet to be 
informed) that another cauſe of the great 
encreaſe of converts to chriſtianity on the 
firſt preaching of the Apoſtles, is faid to 
be the charitable diftribution' of goods 
among the primitive chriſtians, which 
brought numbers into the pale from an 
aſſurance of being ſupported. —But was 
this a motive to thoſe who made ſuch 
diſtribution, of whom the numbers were 
conſiderable? gil it remarned, war it 
4 not'their'own And were they induced 
to embrace the new doctrine, in order to 
partake of their own, in common with 
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their brethren ? No but numbers of 
the poorer and lower ranks of men 
+ embraced. this ſure means of ſupport, 
Support! In what?... In diſſolute and 
vitious living? The. church received not 
thoſe Who walled diſorderly.” In indo- 
lence and ſloth? The ſolemn declarations 
of their teachers precluded all ſuch hopes. 
It was their appointment that am 
2 wn not work neither. /hould he eat. 
Theſe men therefore choſe to ſubmit to 
the ſeveteſt mortiſication and ſelf-denial, 
to ſcorn, and calamity, and perſecution, 
from the hopes of ſome. ſmall aſſiſtance 
to their honeſt labours. How ſhame- 
ful is this aſſertion of our adverſaries, 
at the very time when they themſelves, 
though deterred. by no calamity or per- 
ſecution, though invited by the hopes, 
not of Jam FOIA robed, / 
ſin and —— in this — 
and an en n. in the next, 
A A nn AFTRESy 175 i436 INE :yet 
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yet eee ne, to prongs and 
* a Tbe blood of the ee 
is ſaid to be the ſeed of the church: 
By which we underſtand, that the cou- 
rage, conſtancy and patience” of the firſt 


Ll 
* - 1 — 7 


ſufferers of the chriſtian doctrine natu- 


rally awakened men' s attention, induced 

em to examine their religion and its 
evidence; and ef conſequence” to em- 
brace it. But our adverſaries affect to 
explain tin is maxim brane Fon 


- ſufferings b theſe martyrs; 'fa 


made ftrong impreſſions upon 2 — 
minds, and induced them to embrace 
the aufe of tlie oppreſſed, without 
any evidence or conviction. That 1 is, 
racks, « and tortufes, and death are powv- 
erful allurements to human nature: 


3 ad the” view” of” ſufferings naturally 
Eads wen to expoſe themſelyes to the 


fame ſufferings. But at length A bold 
adverſary hath appeared to relieve his 


. 
NO! ' aſſociates 


betrayed. ... Such are theſe: ...* How, | 
* happy ibe condition of thoſe, ; who. 
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aſſociates from the ſhame of ſuch afſer- 
tions. His bold hand ſtrikes at the 
Eknot at once; by inſinuating with the 
moſt hardened indifference to evidence 
and conviction, that in the primitive 
times there were neither martyrs nor 


* * * 5 
W Ph 
Hu! 


r 


more | unreaſonable. objections, I now. 


haſten. to offer ſome. few obſervations 
upon the ſubjeQ before ys, which may 
tend to give ane 


our. n ien 11 3 tn A 
” bs; 8 25 1 1775 
= firſt we * obſerre the uprea- 


- ſonableneſs., of ſome zefleGiqns,.. into. 


which e may have been ſometimes 


* ſaw, the - miracles, and , 
* words hy our Lord and his Diſciples) 
20 much leſs favoured, our condi- 

"lion, 
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tion, who at this diſtant time muſt 
4 be contented with' the report of thoſe 
things of which they were living 
© witneſſes; - And how much mot 
+ guilty than we were thoſe men who 


+ ſhut their eyes againſt ſuch wonderful 
+ works! But they who thus affect to 
-admire at the inattention of the world 
to the actions and diſcourſes of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, are themſelves guilty 
of the like inattention. They ſtill con- 
verſe with us with the ſame divine 
wiſdom; the ſame paternal affection, the 
ſame zeal and ſolicitude for our ſalva- 
tion. The commandment ** ir not hidden 
„ uam us, * neither ir it afar of." lt 
is not in the deſert, whither the imme 
diate'followers of bur Lord flocked with 
_ſuch' eagerneſs” as to forget their food. 
„ Neither it it beyond the ſea, that thou 
„Aut fix, Wha ſhall go over the ſea 
fru and bring.'it unto us, that we 
„ may" hear: it, and db it. But the word 
ir u might a us. And we have 
+ 1-04 now . 
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.endued with o Front m N 


-  ._ Sincethen, the Goſpelate at: all preached 


tos, ſince it is at this day to he found. 
in the world, we are as: fully fred: of 


me mürcles of our Lord and bit fol- 
8 lowers, : as if e had ourſelves : been | 

0e witneſſes. He who ſurveys n ban — 
= 3 edifice;: would inſpite vs 


th>diſadvantageoims ſuſpicions / of his 


Attempt 10 ſhew. by ſome [pretended 


weakneſs: and ignorante >He rann no 


work of ſleill aado power adequate fo 
the delign;-thais if he bad etched, its 
_ progreſs; and; beheld the. Woh- 


 bouring to raiſe it. Athen whoWyod 
FFC ofiths Rpolleswhidathelr = 


* Won 


7 


4. 
— 


now ſeem that che progteſs and-eftabliſh- 
ment of chriſtianity.i sf direct proof 
3 its-firſt teachers muſtehavo been 


ere underſtanding, were che to 


realaning, chat it had been FreQedoin _ 
all its ſtatelyneſs and proportion by 


Se Schſünahlyf dodbt of :5ththieing) the 


def the faith. byathe gendes eonpletien 
of :thoſe-prophegies of the ed and new 

teſtametit, which! rbſþbod-theſs lates 

_  edhys. . Thie, for stages, hich 1 666- 


a ) a0 60 ir ao 


cee ee le hach mene, ut wie: 


wt Walle ser . fue mort nt ar, unte 
Vor. L 9 4 1 | 


['} 
1 


4 to overfpröad Ie chfftiart world 
Aud wu of, mee tun giſperſon of ehe 


dei And (Wfararone'dRoves che un- - 
2 Mate intecpoſition of Fro Udenes) their 


— c—— — 
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| hays hdd their s alſo.” $6 Bag new defeat 
' of the enemies of the 1 85 was a new 


proof of its divinity. And theſe latter 
diys haut afforded h new bonfftnstion 


imerty; mentioned, of the #poſtacy! which = 


when it: 0&W2td öfen Wwete-ibdued. 


lbontidiwirig for To wany ages it u Rate 


in hu owed, good 296i n git, 


tes tun Sd, f fore - 
[mp avidente decreaſilig gdually, and 

eat length Mig: Suck . nöt Our 
lsvidinggiziDur fight, Bath > cer AHA 


that 
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that“ Perf d Gnrhen faith hall 
e ov 1 40 eons SHIT 
3 bak Zyitairib afo:” 8 20 
e had benen ba ks 
 _  natice of the cortuptions of the chriſtian 
_ > World, When our foreign enernies had 
"been! ſubdued. Unbelieverd have from 
hence taken occaſion to object, to 
hat purpoſe was the Goſpeligiven? 
Der how can, we bel aſſured, that it is 
Daf heavenly: origin, when its influ- 
ende vpon, the hearts of its profeſſots 
"hath been ever o imperſeQ?7'=—Thus.js 
le name d Odd and: hir-dolfrine- big 
A Piemes,” by: means of many: who call 
_ themſelves followers of Chiriſt. But the 
Side on which,we have, been engaged, 
nk ou Find; oon H to be 
cs wn from the duuption oh chtiſtians, 
Fade under; alli the diſadyatitages and 
ib obtroQionsiderived. from hence it is 
3 S dmpoſſible , our holy religion ſhould 
bs 3 e ſubſiſt, , were it not ſupported by the 
cee pale (ep eee grace 
n 1 ar | oe 8 8 0 are 


4 
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ve 
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are powetful, but not irreſiſtible. The 
diſooveries of our duty ate bright: but 


vice and obſtinacy may ſhut their eyes 
againſt them, or neglect their guidance. 


And they who from thence argue againſt 
the divinity of our faith would yet think 
it ſtrange to aſſert that the excellence of 
any human law was impedched; or its 


authority deſtroyed, by the multitude of 


tranſgreſſors. There was a time, indeed: 
when the profeſſors of our religion were 
% blamele/s and harmleſs," the fons f God, 


*. without rebuke, in the mid/t of a crooked 


% and perverſe nation, among whom they 


« fhone' as: lights in the. world. Io the 


moſt corrupt ages, there never have been 


wanting, nor are there yet wanting. 
faithful ſervants. Who can ſay of how 


great value the immortal ſouls of theſe 


ſew may be in the ſight of God i And 


perhaps their numbers as well as their 
integrity may in a great meaſure eſcape 


out obſervation. Nor doth ſcripture or 
e forbid us ta hope that a time will 


Han . come, 
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power z perhaps; ſuch reformations in eur 
nature; by his graeg, that the dodtrine 


and profeſſion, of the Gaſpel- ſhall hava 
bein full extent and influence: that the 
faints atid ſervanta of our Lord ſhall hera 


enjoy that happineſ which muſt natu« 
rally-attend an univerſal obedience to 
the divina will: and tie gdm 
. 


n 8 


WA * yi Vers r Funn 7 n 


Zur, laſtly; püe wwe are 010 net 


to be offended,” we are to guard with 


equal care againſd giving offence. 5* Wor 
ne that mare,” ſaith the: Lord, 6 
— the offence caweth 1”: tht ns by the 
neglect of his duty, where he 


the ways — Let us ſeriouſly 
| «> 7 conſider 


he is partieu- 

larly enabled and obliged to advance the 
cauſe; of religion, or in general, by the 
practices, prevents men from coming into 


conſider the ſeveral difficulties with 


though all the world united to oppoſe it, 
yet it ſpread and flouriſned: but When 
they became corrupt, no worldly ad van- 


God hath never continued his favours to | 
thaſe Who perſevere in abuſing theme 
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which our holy religion hath contended: 
We find, that when the lives of its pro- 
ſeſſors were ſuitable to their doctrine. 


tages could prevent it from - dechning; 
Let us then examine how far thoſe vices 
prevail among us, which have always 
proved: the moſt dangerous enemies of 
en faith: like thoſe ſpells and foreeties Mi 
that fables ſpeak. of, as ſiopping the lights = 
of heaven in their courſe; and-depriving 
the worid of their heat and ſplendour — 
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hut when whole nations or ſingle par- 3 
ſong hate deſpiſed the © riches q his 
<4 grace,” be his-withdrawn them, and 5 


permitted/ their vntighteouſneſs to fall 
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. with blindneſs+and dropt of 
heart: o Acts Ni 25 i 
in 456 tf FIN 7 Aras ban all 
Fur theſe reflections gal e into 
our minds: and while God vouchſafeth 
his light to us, let us endeavour to wall 
n The fight,” that we may fecure (for 
tus only can we ſecure) the bleſſing of 
its continuance. Let us labour to eſta- 
bliſh the kingdom of Chriſt in our hearts, 
by cultivating thoſe affections and per- 
ſecting that obedience which become this | 
ſexvants. Let our influence be exerted 
nud our example diſplayed to enforce and 
extend the practice of righteouſmeſs. 
= .. Great is their reward who ſhall embrace 
mwmuoſtc opportunities with which God hath 
bleſſecd them, of enlarging the viſible | 
adminiſtration of Chiiſt, of ſounding the 
goſpel in thoſe: ee eee 
fe hen er 1d ur W artiechs 
wanting. Let us beſeech God, in the 


words of our church, that 3 
2 5 JY61, 
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gracious ; Foodneſs 
e number of his elect, 


= and: to, haſten the kingdom of 


2 * pleaſe of his: 
"> e to accom mpliſh 


To Him with tho Father. 
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